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OF THt 

LIF£ AND WRITINGS 

6P 'tm ABATB 

>PIETRO METASTASIO, 



SECTION I, 

A. OUT the time that Signor Mattei opened 
a correipondence with o\ir barcl, he had 
inany letters to Write of mere compliment 
to auihofs who fetit him theii^ works, and 
of civility to others who had praifed his 
own. Except the letters to the Rmanma 
and his brother, thofe to Farmelii^ \Saverio 
Matfti, and his old friend Sig. Filipponi of 
Turin, are the moA confidential* However^ 
dier^ are frequently pafiages in his letters to 
others, which merit prefervation, either for 
their wit, ingenuity, politencfs, or, for the 
fentiments they contain on iiibje&s of 
literature; and of thcfe we fhall feleft a few, 
VOL. Ill* B previous 



( o 

previous to refuming his correlpondencc wlik 
his more particular friends. ' 

la 1766, the Abate Vtncenzo Camillo AU 
herti began a correipondence with our poet^ 
which contuiued till 1773 ; of which corref- 
pondencfe near thirty letters hav« been in-- 
ferted in the printed colledion. But as they 
are fliort, and contain little more. than ex-« 
preffions of thanks and politenefs for hisr 
offers of friendihip and prefents of his works, 
but little can be extraded from them, that 
can either amufe or intereft an Engliflir' 
reader y particularly, when deprived of the- 
fefcinating elegance with which they are ex- ^ 
prelTed in' their native language. 

The fii'ft letter from Sig. Alberti to whicb 
the anfvver of Metaftafio is prcferved, in- 
cloied a Cantata— I cannot but be much 
flattered and obliged by your voluntary offer 
of friendihip, with fuch partial expreilions lot 
my favour ; and as a denaonftration of its 
value, you communicate to me a Cantata of 
your own Vv'riting, which is truly happy^ 
afie&ing^ and graceful. But how can a man 
at my time of life, tired with his indifpen* 
fifole occupations, fupport a regular eorr^^ 
pondencc ? Unkfs you could remove a num-* 

ber of 01ym]f>iads ^^qvOl, my flu)ulders> aod 

give 
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give me a little of your own leifure, I fhould 
certainly merit only your companion for 
my inability to avail myfelf of the honour 
which you fo generoully offer me/' 

When Sis:. Alberti fent Metaftafio a Son- 
het which he had written with an intention 
of prefixing it as a dedication of his Cantatas 
to the poeti he fays : I am extremely 
grateful for your affeftionate partiality, and 
congratulate you on the produdion of fb 
beautiful a Sonnet ; but at the (ame time, 
ttiuft entreat you moft earneftly, to relinquilh 
your obliging defign: as fuch incenfe has 
ever, from time immemorial, been devoted 
to the favourites of fortune, not' to us poor 
inhabitants of Parnaflfus* And this reafbn 
has, hitherto, fufEced in defending me from 
others who have had a fimilar defign and 
I promife to myfelf the lame complacence 
from yo\|» which I ihall regard as a proof of 
"your friendfhip, and a ftimulus to the con- 
tinuance of that efteem with which I have 
the honour to be, &c,'* 

This Abate feems, with great friendihip 
and zeal, to have complained 16 Metaftafio 
of th^ liberties then taking by fome opera 
botchers with his dramas % to Which the poet 
replies : Spare your virtuous indignation, 
my moft obliging Sig. Alberti, for occaiions 

4 % more 
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tttdre worthy of your wrath, thatf the attef- 
ations of fome of my dramas. If the cofr 
re6tions are juft, I ought to be grateful to 
thofe who ihall enlighten me ; and if other- 
wife, I (hall not be forry that the public, oc- 
cupied with the faults of others, ihall have 
the lefs leifure for refleSing upon mine. 
Let not my averfion to the writing long 
letters diminifli your efteem : on the con- 
trary, believe me . ever, in fpite of this in- 
firmity, invariably yours.'* 

Metailafio having, in fport, told the Abate, 
that he fhould be unable to write for fome 
time, as he was ordered by his imperial mi- 
ftrefs to take a journey to ParnaiRis ; Signor 
Alberti, not tinderAanding that the poet 
meant to fhut out all interruption, and devote 
.his wWc time .to the mufesr, bfoke in upon 
him with an unexpctfled letter, to which he 
pleafantiy makes the following reply. ^< Long 
life to my moft officious Sig. Alberti ! who 
for the fake of his friends, in imitation of* 
Hercules and Thefeus, does not decline hav-. 
ing a commerce with the other world. 
Upon my having told you that I had made 
•my laft voyage to the Elyfian fields, you 
-went thither by letter to leek me : folicitoua 
to know the truth from myielf. ' For once, 
I have- the pleafure to thank you from 

i * Vienna* 



Digitized by Google 



. ; .( S )' 

Vienna. Btit if I had been found in that 
remote region, I know not whether my 
anlwer would have come fo foon. However, 
after this convincing prpof, I am fure that 
the inexorable fates may rob me of what 
they pleafe ; but they will never place me 
beyond the power of your compafs/' 

The following extract from a letter to the 
Abate Alherti will communicate to the 
reader Metaftafio's opinioii of blank verfc, 

^ I am much obliged to you for the new 
poetical compofitlon which you were fo 
kind as to inclofe in your laft letter, and 
which I (hould rather call an epiille, than a 
poem. It appears to me learned, the thoughts 
-feem noble and well digefted, and the ftyle 
as poetical and harmonious as is poflible in 
our endicalyllable meafurc, ftript of rhyme. 
Whether from reafon or habit, I know not; 
but my ear cannot eafily accommodate itfelf 
to this convenient liberty, which perhaps, 
idlenefs has recommended to fome of our 
illuftrious Italian bards. It is true, that 
rhyme fometimes tyrannically impedes the 
expreiSon of our thoughts : but it is likewife 
true, that it often fuggefts to us ideas that are 
more luminous and fublime, to which, our 
minds would never have foared, but for the 
violent efforts to which this troublefome 

.B 3 ' fUmulatrx 
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Aimulatrix has obliged us to have recourie 

in our diftiefs. And it is certain, that there 
is as much difference in the forc<^ of the 
fame thought happily expreffed in rhyme 
and in blank verfe, as in that of a ftonc 
thrown with the hand, and with a fling, 
^ Not that I difapproye of this liberty in the 
cpiftolary or didadic ftyle. In thefe, it fecms 
as if the poet may dil*penle a little with this 
. mufic, which is always eflential to tru^ 
poetry." 

** I know not what can poflibly have 
feduced the worthy Counted Bianchi iii^gT 
favour. I am fo proud of fuch an ei^yiablQ 
partiality, that I pray to heaven Ihe may 
never be undeceived. Pray prefent her my 
moft humble tha^ks^i and txj to keep h^ in 
(his miftake/'— 

Speaking of the Emperor's Tour througl^ 
. Italy, incognito, in 1 769, he fays : " we know 
nothing, more of the^ auguft^ * pilgrim here, 
■ ^an that he quitted Vienna the 3d of this 
infiant March, in the evening 1 that there is 
no doubt but th^t he intends to vifit Rome ii^ 
this manner to avoid ceremony, of which he 
is an irreconcileable enemy; and that he proK 
pofes to pais umknown wherever h^ goeS| 
but 1^15 ftar ^s thought tQjp luminous to be 

i^on(ealc;4 
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concealed by any cloud which he can get 
J>chind."— — 

' My mofl: obliging Sig. Alberti, ever eager 
lo confer favours on me, has beeii the firft to 
inform me of the happy delivery of the little 
niece of my dear Gemello : pray accept of 
my befl thanks for the courteous diligence 
with which you have quieted my iblicitude^/* 
Metaftafio's corrcfpondcnt, the Abate Al- 
berti, had been long confined Ito his bed by 
a. broken ancle. When he fent him fome 
works which he had produced during that 
^tc— The Imperial Laureat fays : " I fhall 
read the book whenever I can get time for 
that gratification; but, at prpfent, I have 
b^rdly leifiire fufficient to thank you for it. 
I have, however, perufed the little Cantata 
that W9S inclofed ia your letter, by which I 
find, that though lam^, you have either been 
nble to clamber mount Parnaflus, or are lb 
well with the mufes, that they fcruple not 
to y ifit you in bed. Get up, for heaven^s 
|a^e^ that ^ou ma^ no longer qblige them to 

♦ Thfe was the Utdc fraftious homely child, of whick 
Faring was ib fond, when I vifiiiedhiiiiat Bolopia, ui 

JI+ 4uch 
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ilich practices as, to thofe who envy you, ma^ 
appear fcandalous.'*— — 

In your l^ft letter, yo\i wi^h roe to bQ 
diffufe in my aofwer, and point out an oppor^ 
tunity for me to difcufs certain queftions in 
the Aiiatic manner. Ah, my dear AbatSf 
you fuppofe me young, robuil, and idle. 
Would to heaven you were not miftakeni 
But> for my misfortune, neither youth, 
ftrength, nor leifure, are allowed me; The 
mere duties of my office are now a, grievous 
burthen to' me : think then how unfit I inuft 
be, to Icrawl whole flieets, merely to ihew 
my eloquence and genius : I leave all this to 
you, who are in the prime of life 

The laft Sonnet with which you have 
been pleafed to favour ine, leaves all the 
other poetical compofitions which the mufes 
have hitherto didtated to you, far behind* I 
congratulate you upon it : but am unable to- 
comprehend how, in your painful fituation, it 
is poilible for you to have, an inclinatioYi to 
tune the lyre. T/hough I can plead no.fuch 
painful impediment, yet I can never ht\x{^ 
the duft off mine, unlefs from abfolute ne- 
ceffity. In the enfuing nuptial celebration 

* Metaftaiio 90W fevenfy-four* 
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thejre will be no theatrieal exhibition. I ob* 

tained not this information, till I had almoft 
finiflied a drama which I was ordered to 
write : fo that I have not been Ipared, as I 
might have been, a labour which is now be- 
come heavy and ungrateful 

Yotir lonnet ihall be enjoyed by the few 
palates that arc able to tafte it/* 

I know -not whether I ought to con- 
gratulate you on the huge purchafe yovi have 
made of Italian dramas. You will find, as 
formerly happened to myfelf, in an immenfe 
quantity of ftraw, but very little grain, and 
that of a bad quality. Siface will not com- > 
peufate for the bad harveil. I am extremely 
grateful to you for the, obliging offer of it, 
which you make me ; but having, ibme years 
ago, met with a copy of this old opera, 1 gave 
it a perufal, and am by no means tempted to 
ackuowiedge it as my legitimate offspring. 
It is a drama compofed againft my will : the 
idea was to reform an old opera at the re- 
queft of Porpora and in reforming, it was 
entirely changed ; as the original materials 

^ This drama {Ruggitro) was, however,'Gonipleted, fet. 
inaiic by Hafle, and profonped at Milan, in 1 77 i,upoii 

l^hc marriage of the Arch-d^ke Ferdinanid, with tl^eprincc($ 
of jyiodciuif 
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were Co totally different from the additional^ 
and {o diicor^nt, as to form a oontraft that 
was infupportable and monflrous. And yct^ 
it i8 not mine, though I, believe there re<* 
mains not one verie as it was written by tho 
firft author. In order to be truly mine, the. . 
&X& deiign ihould have been of my inven* 
tion ; but my intention was merely to reftify 
fome particular parts ; and though I have 
left none untouched, I have never regarded 
them as members of a whole fabric of my 
eonftrudion. Therefore the connexion muft 
necellarily remain imperfect. Make^ how** 
ever, wiiat ufe you pleafc of Sifacet only do 
not let it pafs for a child of mine, as 1 can? 
Bot confcientioufly regard it as fiich. 

Writing is always an inconvenient bufinefi 
tome; but to-day, oh account of the excef- 
dve heat, which dilfolves me, it is infupport* 
able, fo that4>eing totally unable to lengthen 
my letter, I haly conclude.*' 

Vienna^ Jiuie 29, ijyz. 



There are two more fhort letters to the 
Abate Alberti in the coUedion; but they con* 
tain nothing very piquant or interefting. It; 
had be^n reported about this time, all over 

Europe, 
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£urope| that the poet had been appointed 
Imperial Librarian, in the room of Baron 
Van Sm^hten deceafed; and upon being con* 
gratulated by the Abate Alberti on this pro* 
motion* he fays, the report is entir.elj 
without foundation ; nor do I imagine that 
my auguft fbvereigqs ever thought of me, 
when the vacancy happened. Indeed if, froiai 
cxceis of clemency, they had, I ftiould have 
been obliged to implore their difpenfation 
from «^ weight fuperior to my phyfical force, 
which would not have enabled me to per* 
form the duties, of fuch an appointment."— 
In the laft letter to the Abate, he thanks 
him for a neat and elegant edition of iiis 
Italian poetry. He denies the writing a 
Canzonetta in praife of the immortal Mare* 
ihal Daun, which Alberti had afcribed to 
him : " take care not to defraud the real 
guthor of thofe praifes which are his due- 
Pray return with my refpcfts, due thanks to 
tlie moft obliging Lord Huntingdon for the 
courteous remonftrances with which he ho*^ 
nours fpe.'* 

Vienna, April 29, 177 J. 



' A correfpondence feems to have been begun 
j^bput the year 1767, between our poet and 

■ ' 3 ^ 

* 
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the Abate Fabroni» afterwards Bifhop of 

Pifa ; a perfon of literary abilities, for whom • 
Metaftafio manifefts great refpe£l. Hisf 
Lives and Eloges of illuftrious men of his own 
country, which he began to publifh at this 
time in decades, feem undertaken with a 
patriotic view, during the difputes between 
the French and Italians for literary and 
icientific pre-eminence. The title* of his 
biographical work is certainly the fame as 
that of Perrau/t, in the laft century {a); but 
then the Italians have to boail of many works 
on the fame plan, and under the fame title, 
which are much more ancient than that of ^ 
Perrault. Signer Fabroni having expreffed 
an intention to write the life of Metaftafio^ 
in order to infert it among his lives of emi- 
nent men, the following letter contains the 
poet's modeft diflfuafion from that enterprize, 

{a ) Eilogts des Hommes iUuJlris dt €( Si((le (Uie xvii.^ 
Mk^i ^4tkimi iliufiri Itaiuttu^ 



LET- 
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LETTER 1. 

TO THB ABATB FABIOKI, AT rLOSBNCS. 

« 

Without framing excules for the flow 
arrival of my anfwer to your very obliging 
letter of the 9th of laft May, the well-known 
confufion in which we have been thrown, by 
the lofs of a moft amiable Emprefs ; by bur 
fears of being deprived of our maternal and 
revered Sovereign ; and, at prefent, the xxnU 
verfal, and tumultuous joy, for having mira- 
culoufly preferved her, will have already 
made my defence, and procured your pardon. 
Therefore, after rendering the iincere and 
due thanks which I ought, for your moft 
conftant voluntary partiality, I congratulate 
your royal Sovereign, who, in having pro- 
moted you, has given fuch an indubitable 
teftimony of his enlightened mind, and gene- 
rous heart ; always ready to fee merit and 
^reward it. 

But, notwithftanding your partiality, I per- 
ceive, that you have a dcfign to injure me 
very ferioufly. The perfifting in your idea 
of waiting my life, is an evident proof, that 
my rej^gnance, in conienting to it, has been 
rcg^ded by you as a kind of female modefty, 

which 
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which a little entreaty would overc6(iie* 

No. my dear Abate, you are very much de- 
ceived. Whether from reafon, or weaknefs^ 
I camiot thiak. of any one writing my life, 
without the utmoft dilquietude^ From this 
fincere and candid confeliion, I hope that you 
will have the friendly condefcenfion to re« 
iin(jui(h the enterprize; a favour which I 
moft earneftly fupplicatie^ and lhall receive 
with all due gratitude. 

Vkiiiia» June ii, i/d;. 

This requeft was complied with, during 
the poet's life ; but two years after his deceafe^ 
his eloge, by this author, appeared, with thoie 
of Galileo Galilei^ Mich. Angela Giacomelli, 
Tmmafo Perelli^ Card. LeopoUo di Medici^ and 
parlo Innocenzio FrugonL Pifa. 1754* 



LETTER U. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

From your obliging letter, reverend Sir, 
dated July 6th. 1 was induced to hope, that 
J (hould foon receive the firft decade, %f your 
Lives of Ulufirious Italians^ which 1 have jex- 

peded 

* 
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peAed with the utmoft impatience. Oc- 
cupied at prefent in the exercife of my em- 
ployment, it was my iotention to defer 
anfweriug your kind letter, till the arrival of 
the gift. But as it has not yet reached my 
hands (by one of thole innumerable accidents 
which ufually difturb the courfe of fimilar 
prefentations) I ihall not fuffer a longer 
filence, now my inevitable duties arc fulfill- 
ed, to injure me in your good opinion. 
Know then, moft reverend Prior, that in the ' 
peruial of your letters, my mind is filled with 
all the gratitude, co.nfufion, and alfeftion, 
which are due to your friendly and unfoli* 
cited partiality, for one who has neither the 
opportunity, nor the power, of meriting it. 
But being in poffcffiou of this ineftimable 
acquifition, 1 am, ai^d ever ihall remain, e^t* 
tremely proud of it. 

But virhy^ with fuch difpofitions in my 
favour, do you imbitter my fatisfaction, by 
publiChing fuch frivolous letters as theie, 
written without the leaft reflcdlion, in the 
full confidence that they w6uld never fee the 
light i Good God ! You eflimate the public 
indulgence by your own, and are deceived. 
The public is a mofl fevere judge } and if it 
made the father of Roman eloquence trem- 
ble 

Digitized by Google 



tie (which he was not afhamed to confefs) 

at a time when he had fully prepared him-^ 

lelf for its tribunal, with what conference 

can it be called cxcefs of modefty in irte, td 

dread prefeatlng niyfelf before ii:, with four 

miferable little letters, written in hafte to 

confidential friends, without ever perufing 

them i No, moft reverend Prior, I have not 

the courage, or rather arrogance, requifitefqr 

inch an exhibition* And whether my feard • 

are reafonable, as I really think them, or 

conftitutional errors, I have no. hopes of ever 

vanquifliing them. If you ftill regard them 

as infirmities, the pardoning iinall defeds i^ 

one of the moft facred duties of friendfliip. 

Treat them, therefore, as fuch, moA worthy 

Prior, and indulge nie in this petition, as 

you obligingly did, in renouncing the deiign 

of writing my life. The literary world 

' abounds with fubjeds much more worthy of 

your pen, and I have, in niy former letter, 

honeftly confeifed how much I am diAurbed 

by the mere idea of uiurping fuch inceufe as 

is by no means my due. 

Viauuy September 24, 1767. 



L E T- 



LETTER III. 

TO THIS SAMEb 

Th£ firft volume of the lives of illuftrioiid 
men, of which you have been pleafed, moil 
reverend Sir, to make me a prefent» has been 
obhgingly delivered to me, by Count iS/rj- 
Jildo. The names of peribns with whom^ 
during childhood and adolefcence, I Uved, or 
at leaft was acquainted, and who compofe 
the chief part of this firft decade, ftimulated 
immediate perufal ; and the infinuating flow 
and elegance of ftyle, would not fufFer me to 
lay the book down, till I was arrived at the 
laft page, and had perufed the additional 
commentary on the life of my dear fellow 
ftudent. Count Dandinu Having now grati- ■ 
fied the firft hafty curipfity, I (hall give the 
work a fecond and more deliberate perufal ; 
not pafling by, as was the cale before, the 
two lives written by Morgagnij which treat- 
ing of perfons with whom I have but little 
acquaintance, had not excited the fame cu* 
riofity as the reft. The rapidity of my 
perufal, however, did not prevent my feeing 
the merits of the writer ; befides the ftyle, 
which manifefts long ftudy and experience, 
VOL. III. c ^ the 



' ( i8 ) 

the hborioun taik of coUeding materials (o 

dilperfed and oblcure, the prudent and laud- 
able dexterity of uniting truth with difcrc- 
tion^ and the various and deep learning and 
fcicnce, necelfery for the accurate difplay of 
whatever faculties the fubjedl prefented, 
juftly entitle the author of lb fblid a work, to 
the praife and gratitude of the public. 

yienm, Odobfr 8> 1767. 

LETTER IV. 

to THB SAME. 

•You wifh mc, Sir, to give you my opinion 
of the dramatic works of my predeceffor, 
.Apostolo Zeno, as if your own judgment 
were not lefs likely to be warped by preju- 
dice, than that of a man who has run the 
fame career, and who leduced by that too 
common and vicious emulation, Ibmetimes 
even without knowing it, to which Figulus 
Figuh is very feldom favourable* For 
my own part, I am far from certain that I 
Ihould be able in a minute examination of 
thefe dramas to fleer with fafety betwee^ 
the rocks of envy and afFeftation ; however, 
if no other poetical merit were allowed to 

Apoftolo 
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Apoftolo ZenOy it mufl be granted chat hs 

fuccefsfuUy demonftrated, that our melodrama 
18 not incompatible with reafi>n (as was long 
thought by the pubhc and the poets whom he 
found in pofTeffion of the theatre when he 
began to write) that it was not exempt from 
the laws of probability, , that it could fubfift 
without the wild and bombaft ftile which 
then reigned I and, laftly, that the buikin 
might be freed from the comic fcurrility of 
the lock, with which it was miferably mixed 
and polluted ; thefe are merits fully fufficient 
to entitle him to our gratitude, and the 
eftecm of pofterity, 

Vkanay Deoeml)er 7, 1767. 

LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

Th& ftudying to be ufeful to our fellow 

creatures, and feconding the zeal of a worthy 
and partial friend, like yourfelf, are duties 
which procure blame if negleded, yet have 
little right to praife if performed*. Hence 
thofe with which you have cntruHed me^ 
mpft renirerehd Sir, refled more honour on the 

c z eood- 



( 20 J 

« 

goodnefs of your own heart, ever eagcf foF 

fulfil the duties of humanity, than on mine^ 
I very much willh that adr traveller may 
continue to enjoy that attention and polite-' 
neis, during his refidence in Poland^ which 
our recommendation had procured him on 
his arrival i where, according fo the accounts 
which I have received, his reception waaf 
extremely flattering i but fhaf kingdom, a€ 
prelent convulied by Confederations, is all 
arms and tumult: cirfetrmftances very ui^ 
&vourable to the fine arts. But a ftate of 
foch violence cannot be di!^able«< The hu^^ 
mours^ decompounded, mu& find their equili'-^ 
brium,* attdf that tranquillity return which 19^ 
to indiipenfibly neceffary to national as well 
as individual happinefs* 

The wellrmerited teftinK}nie& of efleem*. 
with which you have been honoured by the 
amiable Queen of -J^apies,. maniiefl the ma- 
ture judgment of th^ incomparable prinoefi^ 
at fa eai'iy an age. Hence,^ I have a dbubld 
realbn for exultation. 

Materials for the Index which you defir^ 
are wanting C6), The manuferipts which- 
remain, are fuch as have been already pub- 

(b) Sig. F'abrom had rcqueftedof Metai&noya complete' 

iijd q{ a]i the inedited works of hU patron Gravina. 

lilhed^ 
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jitQied, or iketches an4 fragments of tracts, be- 

gun for anaufement, and chiefly left yuilnifli- 
pi ; the author himfelf having judged them 
unequal to the public expeditions excited by 
his higb reputation. Thece may hav^ been 
works of more importauce ; but foon after 

deceafe, all his writings were demanded^ 
and retained for fome time, by thofe who 
hzd legitimate authority for fo doing ; and 
^ were afterwards returned in the exaCl num- 
ber and ftatc io which they now remain. So 
that it, ieems as if this article Ihould be 
TBirholly omitted in your work. 

Permit xi^p to enjoy that enviable place 
which you have been pleafed to aflign me in 
your good heart, and believe me to be always 
linakerably with due refpeS, &c. 

Vienna, June 13, 1768. 
LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

At length the cuftom-houfe officers, after 
condemning and rejeding all my demands 
. »nd enquiries, have produced the little parcel 
with the dialogues of Phocion fo long de* 
tained ; and convifted of. their irregularity * 

Q ^ and 
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and negligence, ha,ve fent it to my hou(b 

when I delpaired of ever receiving it ; but 
accompanied with fueh cluldifh excufes, as 
were much worfe than the fault. 

I indulged my impatience by the immedl* 
ate perufal of the book, and have ran over 
five of the. dialogues and the greateft part of 
the notes. I would not poftpone writing till 
1 had finiflied reading the whole work, be- 
' caufe 1 was unwilling to let a poft depart 
ere I had acknowledged the receipt of your 
valuable prefent, in order to prevent you 
from kindly beftowing upon me another 
copy, on the fuppohtion that the firft was 
loiL I fhall not now enter on the merit of 
the original (c) ; I muft confefs that thje great 
truths which thefts dialogues enforce are 
well known ; but befides their being fuch as 
cannot be too often repeated, elegance and 
learning give them the graces of novelty. 
I cannot help ' admiring the excellent dif-^ 
pofition of the happy tranflator's mind and 
heart, who though able to produce archi types 
of his own, tranlported by the love of hu- 

fc) Entreiiem it Pbmeit fur U rappwt di U mr^fr 
^ gvie la poiittque^ publiihed by the Abb^ Mably, 1763, in 
which work, though not written by Phocion, the fenti- 
pcnti of this iUiiilriQ\^ Creek are weil fupported. 

manlty, 
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manity, could not refrain from undertaking 
a labour fo much below his faculties, for the 
love of truth, and the deiire of communicat- 
ing it. . I congratulate you on the accom* 
plifhmenit of this work, and full of that af- 
fedion which you ftudy to propagate among 
mankindy I remain re^>e(£lfully, &c. 

Vieansb June a3» 1768. 

LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I PERCEIVE, moft reverend Sir, from the 
efFeds of your laft letter, which announces 
to me the honour which the members of the 
academy della Crufca have deigned to confer 
upon me, by admitting me of their body, 
how little I knew myfclf, and that my former 
power of fuppreiSng all ambitious views had 
loft its efficacy. It feems now, that inftead 
of contracting my wiihes and hopes, that I 
may venture to extend them ; finding myfelf 
fortunately decked with the participation of 
that iplendor, with which this illuftrious in- 
ititution has not only dignified its^ mem- 
bers, but all Italy. Having had the power, 
by the force of your friendHiip and affedion 

C 4 unlblicited 
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unfoliclted to procure me this diftingulflied 
honour, I muft entreat you to paint to toy 
venerated colleagues, in all the warm colour- 
ing of your native eloquence, not only my 
joy on this occafion, but my mofl fincere 
ientiments of refpe£l and gratitude : nor mufl 
you forget to reprefent to yourfelf how much 
xny debts of gratitude to you' are encreaied 
by this recent and mofl obliging manifefta-^ 
tion of your friendly zeal. 

To judge with chriftian charity of our. 
neighbour, * as it is my duty and intercfl to 
do, I have the plealiire to believe, that the 
frequent c^Us for my laft production are 
fymptoms of afTeSibn and partiality ; but if 
I ihould derive this e^gernefs from a lefs 
flattering fource, I fhould ftill have the (atif- 
fadion of afcribing it to that friendship with 
which I honoured, and have authority to 
Ijoaft, 

Yiewi, Sep^em^cr 19^ i'](>9i% 



There are feveral other letters to Monfignor* 

Fabronl after he was Bilhop of Pifa, which 
though full of that urbanity and politenelsP 
with which the poet treated men of letters 
in general with \yhom he corrdponded ; yet, 
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as contain no (entiments or criticifm of 
importance to literature^ their inlertion liero 
feems unneceiTary, 
* The following correipondence was ob* 
truded upon our bard, by a peribn whole 
name feems never to have reached his eyes 
or ears, before the arrival of the letter which 
produced the fubfeq^uent reply. 

LETTER VIII. 

TO THE ABATE D. GIUSEPPE AUREHO 

MOJtANI* 

Being perfefily ignorant of the fituation 

of the perfon with whom I correfpond, he is 
intreated to afTure himfelf, that it will not be 
from difrefped, but want of information, if 
I ihould omit any of the formala due to hi^ 
rank and circumftances. 

After the perufal of Sig. Giufeppe Aurelio 
Moranis moft elegant letter, I cannot be 
^niftaken in regarding him as a young man 
of great application, genius, andlearning; and 
pofTeifed of that knowledge in the Greek and 
Roman dailies, at which few arrive in rippr 
years. I congratulate my delightAil Par- 
tb.$Aope (Naples) in the having given you 

birth ; 
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birth: an honour in which by the right of long 
refidence, and a thouiand ties of gratitude, I 
take a part. But the courteous D. Giufeppc 
IS extremely miftaken in the too partial opi- 
nion which he has conceived of me. My 
talents are much more limited than he ima- 
gines : never having arrived at fuch profound 
learning or merit of other kinds as to be able 
to entertain convivas cultoresy or claim a place 
in lauto bojpitio. '. With refpe£| to genius^ 
father Apollo has treated me ,with a gene- 
totity not above the common, and, in other 
refpedts, has not diftinguilhed me from my 
brethern. Senfible, however, of the merit of 
D. Giufeppe, I gratefully thank him for his 
obliging wifhes for my profperity, and am 
with true efteem, &c. 

Vieniui^ 1766^ 
LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

As your firft letter infpired me with ideas 
of your genius and cultivated talents, the 
iecond, which I now anfwer, convinces me 
of the candour, moderation, and other un- 
common virtues with which your heart is 

furniftied : 
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furiiifhed : internal qualities which I regard 
as more worthy of being honoured, than the 
jflendor of external circumftances, which 
are the mere capricious gifts of fortune. If 
I had not in common jour ideal parcat 
(PentaJ I fhould give you very different 
proofs of my efleem, than thefe vain ofScious 
expreilions. And as you think you have not 
exaggerated this metaphorical cpnfanguinity, 
I wi(h you to refleft, that the wretched man is 
he to whom the neceilary^fupports of life are 
wanting, quibus doleat natura negaiis. The 
foor^ he whp procures thefe necelfaricb from 
• the generofity of others. He who poflefles 
ja comfetenpy^ is able to provide for his own 
want^. And he whofe means exceed that . 
power> is opuknt. If you wilh to find my 
place, it muft be in the fecond of thefe four 
claiiesy where I ihould fufier with ftili greater 
refignation the rigourous juftice which pro- 
vidence renders to moderate abilities, if I did 
pot frequently feel the privation of the 
jgreateft pleafure granted to mortals, the 
power of conferring benefits on the worthy. 
fVdd to this, that living in a climate where 
literature is not reckoned among the mer- 
chandife of ibciety, my infufficiency is like- 
wife 
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wife extended to thofe kind offices, whicli 
flfewhere perhaps would not be ufelefs. 

With relpeft to my immortal maftcr, 
Graviiia, he publi^hed before his deceafe, all 
thofe works which he thought would con* 
tribute to his fame. The red were never 
defigned for the prefi, though/ordid editors, 
have countera6led his intentions ; fo that inr 
quiries after them are as vain, as the aflaults 
pf his detrad:ors, from whofe fangs he is as 
iafe as every man muft be, who like him is 
fotus teres, atque ritunJus, 

Notwithftanding the narrow limits of my 
fituation, if you qould iuggeft to me an 
opportunity of manifelfting my zeal for your 
](ervice^ I ihall do it with that fmcere and 
cordial efteem with which I am, and ever 
(hall continue, &c. 

Vieiuia, September 24^ 1766^ 



LETTER X, 



TO THE SAME. 



You muft not wonder, my dear Sig, 

^oraniy at the tardinefs or brevity of my 
finfwer to your moft obliging letter of laii: 

2 December, 



Digitized by Google 



( ^ ) 

December. A great number of indifpenfiblcf 
letters, together with the capricious ftate 
my health, oblige me to defer, and fometimes 
entirely deprive me of the pleaiure I flioald 
have in correlponding with peffbns whom I 
^ifteem and love, and from whofe forbearance 
1 promife myfelf the greateft indulgence* 
But this mvolilntary liegligencc, efpccially 
ivhen there is no bufinefs in queftion, ought 
hot to diminiih the credit of a perfeft cor« 
refpondence, with thofe who have a mutual 
iffeGtioti for eith other. Do me the juftice 
to believe, in fpite of circumftances, that im- 
^reffed with a partiafity for your talents and 
chara6ier» I ihall ever remain invariably 
yours* 



Me'taftafio begins every fubfequent letter 
tbtiaSA Abate^ by an apology for not writing to 
him more frequently; which though reafon- 
able^ ingenious, and well-turned, in the ori« 
ginal, would appear monotonous and infipid 
in^ ahoth^r language* I (hall therefdre est- 
trafl from thefe letters, the mod intereftingf 
pai&ges on other iubje&s than his own delin* 
quency as an irregular correlpondcnt. 

In 
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, In 17695 Sig. Moroni wifhtd-lnm to dtiMf 
the lifts among the champions for Italiaa 
literature, in oppofition to the French, who 
on all occafions arrogantly claimed the fupre- 
macy. After, excufing himfelf for inabihty 
to keep up a regular correfpoadence with hid 
friends, he iiiys-^'* from thefe inyoluiitary 
omiflions, you may judge whether I fliould 
be able to apply myfelf to the parallel which 
you propofe between the French and Italiaa 
literature : a work bf great labour, for any 
one who ihould iiot wifh to decide imperti- 
nently, without fiirnilhing (olid realbns on 
both fides. Nor am I more able to obey 
you, in tranfinitting the MSS. you requefty 
which being merely intended to aifift my 
own memory, merit not tranicriptlon, or the 
honour of appearing before the pubhc ; nor 
will they ever fee the light, though curiofity 
has been awakened by Sig. Diodati pubUfh« 
ing the letter in which J inconfiderately 
mentioned them (^)." 

In the next letter to the Abate Moroftif 
in anfwer to a queilion, whether a French 
tranflation of Metaftafio*8 works was pub« 

{d) Set die letter ts$ X>iidati ^fme, p. 306. 

liih<Ki 

t 
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Ijlflied at Vienna, he ikys : It is not at 

Vienna but at Paris, that a tranflation of 
my works in the French language has 
appeared ; but having had an unfavourable 
account of this verfion by thole who have 
feen it, I have carefully avoided the perufal, 
in order to ihun the riik of becominor 
ungrateful to him who has given fuch a pub* 
lie proof of partiality to my writings by 
tranilating them. It would by no means 
become me arrogantly to decide, as you 
wifli me, whether Corneille or Racine has 
the primacy on the French theatre. The 
natives find all the grandeur of Sophocles in 
the firft, and all the truth of Euripides in 
the fecond. The one filling the mind of 
the fpe&ator with the moft magnificent 
ideas, and the other agitating the heart 
with the moft tender affe&ions : hence thefe 
two artifts have arrived at equal excellence, 
but by different roads. However, Corneilk 
cannot be denied the great merit of having 
pointed out the path which his rival 
purfued. ** 1770. 

^ If you would read without fcruple, 
Popes EJay on Man^ I recommend to you 
the excellent tranflation in terza rima, lately 
pubUlhed by Count Gitd/l Maria Ferrero di 

Lauriano. 
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Lauriano. In the judicious, chriftiah, adi 

learned notes with which he has illuftrated 
the work, you will fee the innocence of the 
original evidently proved. You will find 
in Pope a great poet, and a deep philoib-* 
pher; but hot fuch axioms as are rieceffary 
to fupport his own fyftem. ** 

lliougli it has been faid that Metaftafio, 
uhwilling to hear of deaths permitted no 
one even to mention it before hina ; yet he 
frequently complains to his correfpondents 
of his having too many Olympiads on his 
ftoulders. And in k letter to the Abate 
Moranif in 1771, when he was in his 74th 
^eafj he fays: "Theftatc of my health, 
though not exadly what I wiih it, is much 
better than I have a right to expeft. As to 
toy ofccupatfons, when the commands of my 
fovereign allow me to choofe them, I, like 
your favourite Cicero, have recourfe iw/ i/V- 
terulas ; not with the hopes of fame or pro- " 
fit, but to keep off the tadium vita^ and to 
Inarch to the end of my journey as flow as 
poflible»" 

In a fubfequent letter to the fame Abate, 
in anfwer to his enquiries concerning the . 
.poet's tranflation of Horace's Ars Poetica^ 
he lays : Not only my tranflation in Italian 

verfc 
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vcrfe of the JPoetics of Horace, with the 
notes which feem^d necellary, but an extrad^ 
of that of Ariftotle, with obfervatioiis, 
which rendered the talk more tedious and 
laborious, have been entirely fiiiiflied a con- 
^derable time. And 1 have exaded the 
premium of my fatiguing occupation in 
imagining, that there was fome merit in 
having employed my leifure without remorfe. 

However, it has never been my intention jto 
trouble the public with thefe labours : and 
if even temptation ihould take me by fur* 
prlfc, it would be neceffary, ere they ap- 
peared, rigouroofly to examine what I have 
written : a work to me entremely difagree- 
ahleii At prefent^ both lleep in my port* 
folio, fccure, at Ieaft> from infult, while they 
are unknown^ You fee, that to comply with 
your reqlieft, t muft vanquifh my irrefolutc 
and perverfe dilpoiitidn i and you know that 

IS&r cangiai ^ mkurm 
Simfr^a troffo dura% 

The talk is hard for human creature 
To change propenfides of nature. 

^MThe trag^es of mjr immortal beile^ 
ficent mailer, are lufEcient to prove what 
philofephy a^d immeule learning the writer 

Vol. III. D poffeflcd. 
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poireired. He has executed what he; pro* 
pofed : that is, to give us an idea of the 
Greek theatre. If, in after-times, the enor- 
mous change of manner^ renders them in- 
coufillent with the prelent reigaiug tafte, it 
Cannot be aicribed to him as a fault, becaufe 
to flatter it was not his intention/* 

The particular occafion of the following 
letter does not appear i there feems, however^ 
to be . fbme degree of vaticination in it, 
which reminds us more of the preleut times, 
than of the period when it was written* 



LETTER XL 

■ TO A ROMAN PRINCE, (PRIKCE GIIIGI.) 

The ftningc and unlvcrral ferment in 
which lacred and profane things are now 
thrown, throughout the known world, affords 
little hope that the crifis of its termination 
is near at hand. The fire has long been 
burning in iecret,^ but the fuel is weak, and 
the humours arc too heterogeneous to produce 
an equilibrium. The objed: of thofe who 
might give us repofe, is innovation, not 
tranquillity. Hence, to re'gukte and reiduce 
to order the enormous Confuiion of lo dark a 

chaos^ 
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chaos, feems to want nothing lefs than om- 
nipotence, which needs only {^y^Jiat lux^ 
for light to appear. I hope thefe gloomy 
thoughts proceed from the vice of my own 
temperament, and a natural propenfity to 
deplore the prefent, and exalt . the paft. 
But it is very certain, that all great revolu- 
tions and changes of ancient fyftems, (even 
if it were certain that pofterity would be 
benefitted by them) are ever fatal to the un- 
happy mortals, who are condemned to be 
fpectators of the conflid. 

Viemia, ii^j* 



In the following letters, he defcribes hisdif* 
treis at the imminent danger into which his 
Patronefs, the Emprefs Queen, was thrown 
by the linall-po:}^ with which flie was feized 
at the fame time as the Emperor Jofeph's 
iirft confort^ to whom the difeafe was fatal* 



LETTER XIL 

TO A FRIEND AT MILAN. 

From the defcription which I have given 
you of the premature death of this fovereign, 

D 2 an 
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and of the extreme danger into which my 
Fatronels was thrown at the lame time, you 
may conceive how pungent muft have been 
my afRi£tion, at theie moornfulevents. Itwa^ 
eafy to read in my cotmtenance, the inter- 
nal agitation of my mind ; nor was there a 
£ngle perfon from whom 1 could conceal 
it. My confuiion, my tears, the being con* 
tinually in the gallery of the imperial palace, 
and perpetually making enquiries of the- 
phyiicians and ladies of the courts concern* 
ing the ftate of my f^tronefs*8 healtbf too 
plainly diicovered to the crowd of cour- 
tiers, my confufion and excefs of grief. I 
£ncerely afliire you, my dear friend^ that 
among the many iad cataftrophes to which 
I have been fubjed during lixty-nine years^ 
this would have been the moft terrible, if it 
had not plea&d divine providence to heajr 
tbe fervent praym of her fiibjeds* 

Viesuuy 1767. 
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LETTER XIIL 

TO FADRB PAZZOKI9 MAESTRO DX 

CAPELLAy IN SISNA. 

Though I cannot, without manifest 
ingratitudey doubt of your aflFe^on» yet 
every confirmation of it which you kindly 
give me, has all the grace and efficacy of 
,noveIty, I fhould be totally infenfible, not 
to be pleafed with the peniiid of your laft 
letter, in which is difplayed at once, all the 
iCandour and openneis of your good heart, and 
the honoured and enviable place which I 
occupy in it : a place of \i(hich I have great 
reafon to be jealous and proud. With this 
confidence, not doubting of the fimilarity of 
our fentimcnts, I muft entreat you to come 
to an explanation with this generous, and 
. worthy lady, by whofe partiality I am no 
lt& confiifed than pleafed. Firft begin by 
fifferting my infinite gratitude and refpeQj 
and then proceed to implore her to fpare me 
the mortification of feeing \n, print, as ihe 
intends, any of my familiar letters. The 
pi^blic merits refped from all, and particu- 
larly froni myfelf; nor can I have the 

P ^ cqur^gc 
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courage to cxpeft from it that indulgence 

with which 1 am honoured by my friends. 
The major part of my letters having been 
written hi hafte, were never read by myfclf, 
and God knows how many repetitions, trivi- 
alities, and negligences, I Ihould be con- 
demned to blufh for. I have Efficient mo- 
tives to fear for my moil laboured works ; and 
I beg of her not to encreafe the number of 
tliofe fears uimecelTarily, Unite, therefore, 
your friendly fblicitations with my own, to 
prevail on this lady, my proteclrcfs, not to* 
put her defign in prafiice, — tell her that it 
would be an infult, not a favour, to oblige an 
honeft .man to quit his bed-room, and 
cxpofe himfelf publicly, in his night-govva 
and flippers. 

Adieu, niy dear friend. I abfolutely de- 
pend on your friendihip, to prevent this 
dreaded publication. But at the lame time, 
do not conceal the gratitude- with which I 
am imprelTed by the obliging, and favour- 
ablej though ill-founded opinion, which has 
given birth to tiiis idea. 

• . i . . Vienna, January 29, 1767. 



There is no date to the following letter ; 
but it feems to have been written about tills 

time. 
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time, when the poet was oppreffed by forced 
loans of his time and opinions^ to authors, 

whofe worl^ 

« Widi (ad dyility, he (at, and read . 

With hon^ anguiOi, and an aching head^"tp« 

Bsfet by wits, an undiftinguifh'd race, 
yVho firij his judgment ai^, and tt>en a place.*'^ 

Pope* 

But the Italian bard more patient and lefs 
peevifti than the Englifh, bruflies off his tor- 
mentors gently, and difmifles them in 
good humour. His reputation, however, 
muft fbmetimes have fufFered on the (ide of 
fincerity, or good tafle, where his \i ifes of 
obfcure authors, which were always inftant* . 
ly publiihed by thoff? on whom they were 
beftowed, bordered on hyperbole. Whether 
the fonnet$, jnentioned in the following let- 
ter, delerveji thp encomiums beftowed upon 
them by the Ipiperjtal Laureat, we know not, 
* as they, and eveq the name of their author, 
feem equally unkt^pwu in the literary wori4» 

. \ 

S4 ' LET- 



( 40 ) 

< . * 



L $ T T E XIV. 

' . . ... • 

TO THE CAVALIER ANTON-FIUPPe 

APAMI. 

I sha;.l not dwell long on the exceffivc^ 

CXprefiions of cft^em with which you honour 
. me» in order tp eicape the difagreeabie taik 
of defending myfelf from the aflaults of. 
▼anity, which mi^t infiduoufly feduce me^ 
coming from fuch high authority. I am 
abafhed by your too fevourable opituon ; yet 
I (hall not attempt to undeceive you^ fearing 
to ihake the foundation of the friendfhip 
which you offer me, and which I wifli to 
dclcrvc. - 

I have perufed, and re-perufed, the fbnnets 
which you have been pleafed. Sir, to commu* 
liicatc to me, and'alWays with j'uft admira- 
tion. I have found in them aU, force, dig- 
nity of ftyle, deep learning/ lively fancy, 
^d above all, that unity, proportion, and 
correlpondence of the Icvcral partis, which 
diftinguiih an inhabitant of ParnaiTus from a 

jt_ii_ * * ' w ♦ > 

j[)aflrcnger/ Though I'am picafed' with them 
- all, the fbnnets upon providence have itruck 
i^e t|fe moft. Perhaps the countenance of 
thefe 
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fhefe being leis auftere, diftinguUhes them^ 

yrhen compared with their companions. 
Tour highly poliihed produdions^ whenev e 
JOQ, fhall be pleafed to communicate them to 
inCt will always be received with pleafure. 

And if you accompany them with any com^ 

« 

mandsy you will greatly gratify my impa« 

^ence to convince you of the refped and 
obedience with which you have inlpired me. 

The following letters to an author, who 
forced the poet into a correfpondence, by 
prefenting to him his works without previ- 
ous acquaintance or introdudion^ will per* 
Jiaps make the reader wonder that he neveiR 
heard of fo accompliflied a writer. 

LETTER XV. 

• • • ' 

"^HB ABAT£ SILVIO BALBIS OF SALUZZQ. 

You muit not imagine that the jdk tri* 
fmte of praife which I fincerety beftow on 
the magnificent poetical epiftle which yov^ 
fiave been pleaied to iend me, is the tfftSt 
gf the gratitum due to you for yoiir exceffiyc; 
partiality. Its own merit has no oGcaiion to 
be fupported or exalted by the fecret influ* 

wee of my &lf>love« Therefore, ieparate; 

• the 
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Ac 4cbts of the one from the other, and 

a^ure jourfelf, that truth and Jufhcc 
oblige me to confefs, what I could not with- 
out rcmorie deny, that I have not for a 
long time feen a compofition which has 
given me ^qual pleafure* The clear, noble^ 
harmonious felicity of ftyle, and the con- 
nexion and choice of your thoughts, make 
me regard as portentous, the maturity of the 
produdiions of fo young a writer. If your 
circumftances and iituation, of which I am 
ignorant, allow you with prudence to ph^l^ 
a ftudy among thp ufeful and glorious, unite 
jourfelf in the ft rift bonds of friend fhip with 
tl^e muies, and I will be anfwerable fqr the 
diftinguiflied and ^leyated rank ^t which ypn 
will foon arrive in Parnafliis. Having 
afforded me lb fair an occafion for admir- 
ing your talents, affi>rd me Ukewife that of 
fcrving you, and believe me to be, with juft 
efteem andacknowledo-ment, &c. 

Vienna, March 12, 1761. 

: ■ I I ' ll ! ' 

The fiibfequent letters to the fame cor- 
refpondent, contain further encomiums on 
his writings. Metaftafio fent this Abate a 
copy of his feverai dramas, previous tc) 
general publication ; and he feems to have 
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merited this dlftindion, not only as his admi-* 
rcTp but champion; as the poet in one of • 
his letters, ** thanks him and the ladies and 
gentlemen of Saluzzo for defending his poor 
dramas frqm the injuries which they daily fiif- 
fer in all the theatres pf Europe, from thole 
ignorant and vain vocal heroes and heroines, 
who having fubftituted the imitation of 
flageolets and nightingales to human afiec- 
tions, render the Italian Aagc a national 
difgrace, in the opinion of thofe countries 
which have been obliged to us for all their 
knowledge of the art.'* 

This alludes to the abridging and chang- 
ing the fcenes and airs of his dramas, to 
humour the caprice of lingers, who difre- 
garding charafter, place, and propriety, not 
only in Pq/iiccio operas, but in every other^ 
where no fcriiple is made to introduce an 
Aria dabilita^ or di bravura^ which has been 
applauded in a former drama, without the 
leaft attention to the preceding recitative, or 
buiineis of the fcene* Thefe airs taken out of 
their orio;inal niche, when trauflated in the 
books of the opera, continue to incline the good 
people of Englaiid to imagine the words of 
an opera to be all mnfenfe\ and that even 
the mufical dra^nas of Metailaiio ^re as ab- 
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furd and fubjedi to ridicule, as thofe whkh 

Addifon has defcribed with ib much plea- 
&atry, in the SpeSator. 

Reciprocation of compliments of the high- 
eft kind, feems, about this time, to have 
pafTed between the poet and Signer D. Bal-' 
dqffarre Papadia. Though we have never 
fccn the letters of this correlpondent, we < 
may judge of his reverence and partiality for 
Metaftafio, by the anfwers to them, which 
for elegance and urbanity,* appear to merit 
tranflatlon and infertion, as much as any let*- 
ters of the kind in the coUe£tiom 

LETTER XVt 

XOi SIGKOR JK 9AIJ>A$8ARa£ PA?ADTA« 

It would be neceflary to poflels all th© 
jloical infeafibility of Zeno and Ckantbes^ 
long to refift the temptations of vanity, with, 
^hich you aflail the moderation which I. 
ought to poflefs, in (peaking of my dear Par-f 
|Een6pe/ (Naples.) But you. Sir, by an 
obliging impulfe of afFeflion, have endea- 
youred to give it a great Ihock. God for-* 
give you. All that you defcribe in your 
ibkgant letter, and aU you imagine in your 

2 fublimq ' 
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fublime Sonnet, not only exceed the 
limits of my merit, but confplre to deprive 
me of the true knowledge of myfelf. Hea- 
ven knows what will be the confequence of 
iuch feducing praifes, addrefTed to a poet ! 
However, amidft all this danger, I canaoc 
help congratulating mjrielf for the good for* 
tune which has procured me fuch valuable 
friends ; whole judgment, however partial,, 
will help to (upport my credits I wi(h your 
great poetical vigour and uoble imagination^ 
which have appeared fo manifeft in the nar- 
row* compafs of fourteen lines, materials 
more proportioned to their powers than the 
\ gratuitous praifes beftowed on me. And 
(hall be anxious to fecure your ^eem by the 
gratitude and reipedful afiedion with which, 
you have inipired, your, &c. 

Vicaiia, Decodier ta, Mjtt, 



LETTER XVil. 

TO THE SAME. 

t 

Ths juftice which I render your poetical 

talents, does not deferve the exceffivc grati- 
tude which jou have exprelTed in your lall 
obligiiig letter. But it has ferved to dif- 
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cover that laudable and uncomn^on modera- 
tion, which is more frequently found in 
thofe who have atchieved honourable and 
difficult enterprifes, than in fuch as twang 
the ufelels lyre. 

I am pleafed at your having chofeu a 
^ecies of poetry which precileiy requires 
that clear, harmonious iweetnefs, facility, 
and elegant fimplicity, to which you were by 
nature at firft, vifibly inclined. I wifli with 
folicitude for the arrival of the complete 
edition of 'your works; and am, in Ipite of 
the Igconic brevity to which my laborious 
bufinefs of writing condemns me, &c. 

Vienna, February 20, X769« 

' LETTER XVIIL 

TO TXI£ SAME* 

Truly fenfible of the partiality with which 
you honour me, by the communication of the 
two pafloral Eclogues which you have lauda- 
'bly undertaken to write on the illuftrious 
model of the Sicilian and Mantuaa bards, I 
beg your acceptance of my moft grateful 
acknowledgments* But your obliging, par-* 
tiality exceeds all bounds, if you iuppofc me 

to 
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to be fuiEciently qualified, or courageous, to 
allume the. office of correAon I am not fo 
deplorably ignorant of mylelf ; and if, uu« 
fortunately, I were, nature would oppofe me 
in fuch an ill-advii'ed undertaking. If your 
virtuous modefty requires criticlfm, and 
counfel, in your poetical labours, how can 
you ever fail to find them in your native 
city, the uurfe of fo many rare and fublime 
geniufes, and in which the inufes have 
eftabliflied their favourite rehdence? Iforgive, 
however, this courteous infult, as it mani- 
fiefb your blindnels to my inability. * 

Vienna, May lu 1769. 



Signor Papadia having folicited Mctaftafio 
to confide to him fome.of his profe writings^ 
mentioned in his Letter to Diodati, particu- 
, larly his extrads and remarks on the Poetics 
of Ariftotle, he declines complying with this 
requeil, on account of the confuted and 
incorreft flate in which thefc papers had 
long remained. But in anfwer to another 
application from the fame correfpondent, 
we have in the following letter, the dilcuf- 
fion of a curious queftion in ancient Mytho- 
logy* 

LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO SIO. PAPAOIA. 

After having confulted the oracle of our 
timed, the learned Sig. Matt&relli^ to whom 
I have rccourfe myfclf, for the folution of 
literary ^Ufficulties^ with what confcience 
could you expe£l from me, deep informatioa- 
eonceming the facrifices of the ancients to 
their divinity Cupid ? Do you wifli to tempt 
me to be guilty of temerity ? If that was 
your motive, you committed a great mif- 
take: as my ruling defeft militates moft 
powerfully againft fuch fedu£Uon. After 
you have applied to my dear and much 
relpeded Sig. Martorelli^ what can I do but 
repeat what he has fiud ; that I remember 
no treatiie ix profsjfo on the fubje£t propo&d* 
If it be alked what were the offerings and 
lacrifices of the ancients to Venus; you 
muft yourfelf recoiled, that they were innu« 
merable rofes, myrtles^ incenfe^ fiih, iheUS| 
doves, and I know not what* Nor can it 
have efcaped you, that Lucian, in one of 
his meretricious dialogues, will have it, that 
a white female kid (of gdat) was iacrifioed 
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to die pop\llar Venus ; and to the celeftiaU 

a female calf j but if you aflc the fame 
queftion with regard to Cupid, it will be 
more difBcult for me to anfwer. In that 
moft abundant mythological prompter of 
Natalis Comesy where the flowers, treeSj 
and animals dedicated to each particular 
deity of the Pagans, are carefully (pecified, 
Cupid is omitted. But what is ftill worfe, I 
am not fure that this God, fb uniyerfally 
adored, ever had a Temple in any place 
dedicated folely to his fervice, I never 
remember to have heard or read that he had 
one in Rome ; and Nardini, the moft dili- 
gent inveftigator and illuftrator of the fmall* 
eft ftone in that city, gives us no informa* 
tion on this fubjed. We might indeed fiU* 
fpedl, that there was one in Greece, in the 
city of Tiej^f as Patifimias in Baotkis^ 
aflcrts, that Cupid was there adored with 
peculiar veneration ; but he makes jdqd men- 
tion of any particular edifice there that was 
confecrated to him: npr where that woa« 
dcrful work of Praxitiles^ the celebrated mar- 
ble ftatue of Cupid, was placed, that Cajus 
caufed to be tranfported fromThefpia to Rome, 
which Ciaudius (ent back to Greece; and 
which being laftly recondufted to Rome by 
voL« III. s order 
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order of Nero, perifhed there afterwards, in 
the flames. Perhaps fome of the hiftorians 
who treat of the actions of this Emperor 
may inform us wJiere it was placed at 
Rome, and with what facred ceremonies 
the Romans had received it. But as fuch 
amorous refearches are i;Aore analogous to 
your time of life than mine, to you I (hall 
abandon the enterpriie. 
. The prefent of your Theocritus which you 
kindly intend me, will be moft gratefully, 
received ; and I hope you will foon find a 
rapid conveyance for it, which will fecond 
my impatience. In the mean time, put my 
pbedience to any teft you pleafe, within the 
limited fphere of my adivity, and believe 
xne confiantly, &c. 

Vienna, Mardi 12, 1770. 



-fn a fubfequent letter to Sig. Papadta^ 
Metaftafio acknowledges the receipt of his 
paftoral Eclogues ; of which he fays : ** 1 am 
highly pleafed to hear again the ancient 
fvveet pipe of the amorous fliepherd of 
Siracufe, managed by your lips : and the 
facility with which you play upon it, thanks 
to the analogy between you, authorizes me 

to 
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to hope, that you will not let it again long 
remain mute, dufty, and ufelefs." 

He afterwards ipeaks of other paftorak 
received from this author: "full of inno- 
cence, and yet noble, replete with fmiling 
images, and nouriflied by the Bucolic genius 
of the Greeks and Romans, of which even 
the language is become femiliar to you.** 
This correlpondence continued till the year 
1781. 



jSKB 0^ THS 1^1 R^T Sfi*Ctl62^« 
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SECTION II. 

A MONG Metailaiio^s correfpoadents, to 
tehom his letters are preferved, there are 
many female writers, and women of talents; 
vrfio ambitiotrs of his counfel, or, at leaft of 
his praife, feat him their works, Thcmgh 
fie did not fecm to afpirc at thefe honours, 
yet he received them with due politeneis 
and gallantry. We have already given 
ipecimens of the tenderne& with which he 
perufed ^and revifed the writings of Signora 
Accarigi (e)^ 

The following letter to a lady who had 
lent him a copy of verfes under the feigned 
^academical name of I/iJea Egirena, or chal- 
lenge to a poetical intercourie, is ib polite, 
Iportive, and gallant, that it is difficult to 
imagine it to have been written^ even a 
poet, at the age of fucty-nine* 

r 

{/) This, alludes to a letter written in I774t but tlit 
corrcrpoiidcncc cpntiaued to 1776. 



LET- 
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LETTER I. 

TO 8IGNORA MAftIA FOUTVKA. 

Whstmxr the beautiful Stanzas addrei&d 

to me, aiid delivered by the common poft, 
4ure the prodvi&i(m of a fliepherd or (hep- 
herdefs^ they will always excite my wonder 
:and gratitude* Thef are lb replete with 
good fenfe aud candour, and fupported by 
^eh a fweet, noUe, clear aad *hannoaioas 
facility, that the writer has no occafion to 
mitigate critteal rigour by the mfyoSt due 
to the fair fex. I profefs myfclf infinitely 
4>bliged to whomever is the author. But ii^ 
AS my felf-love inclines me to believe, it is 
truly the production of a female pen^ I beg 
the ingenious, obliging fhepherdeis, who 
lias done me fuch honour, to forgive my 
doubts, and not to treat them with difdain, 
as they arife from that uncommon merit 
which exalts her jjibove her peers.. Nor let 
her eondemn my ' difeourtefy, if I dedine 
Soliciting my jaded mufe to furniih me with 
fi reply «--Ii)L the firft place, flie is not now 
fo ready at the call of an old hufband, as 
^rmerly, atthj^t of a younglover. Aodbfsiides 

9 3 this^ 
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this, fete having placed me, though unwor* 
thy, at the foot of the Imperial thione, has 
procured me, and ftill procures, fuch fre* 
queiit poetical challenges, that the duty of 
anfwering them, would have robbed me of 
the time neceflary to my employment, if I 
bad not from the beginning, though fome-i 
times DUwiUingly, declined reciprocation.-^ 
And if at prefeat I were to change my 
iyilem, I ihould incur the juft indignation of 
all thofe whom I have hitherto involuiitai ily 
negledcd* Suffer me therefore, if not in 
the language of the Gods, at leaft in one 
more familiar to truth, to aiTure you, that 
I have the honour to be, with the , moil; 
grateful and perfe^ efteem, &c. 

Vienna, November , (7671 



L E T .T E R II 

TO SIGNORA GIAC^NTA BET Tl ONOFEI, 

AT BOLOGNA, 

For many folid ret^mis too long to be 
detailed here, it will not be in niy power to 
iecond your ardent wiflies in the work you 
mention. Receive at leaft kindly, my dear 
Signora Giacintsi^ the counfel that I fhall 

I venture 



Digitized by 



< 55 ) 

venture to give you. Thfe merit of the fub-. 

jc& which you have to celebrate in your 
native language, cannot be exprefTed with 
due energy by any one whofe mind is not 
imprcfled with it in the lively manner which 
you feem to feel. Boldly, therefore, take 
your pen, and be aflured, that your extraor- 
dinary talents, animated by that ardour which 
reigns throughout your letter, will iuggeft 
ideas to you; which can never prefent them- 
ielves to the cold imagination, even of a 
great poet. Nothing is impoflible to your 
abilities ; and I feel myielf already dilpoied 
to admire them, even in this new enterprife. 

Vienna, September 26, 1768. 

LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

The obliging manner in which you have 
informed me of the new ftate into which 
you will have entered when this letter 
arrives, is an amiable inftance of your 
regard. The laudable qualities, with which' 
you are well acquainted, of the fpoufe 
whom providence has deftined for you, are 
the moft certain means of tranfmuting your, 

E 4 perhaps. 
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perhaps too lively quickfilver into gold, and 
to conftitute all the felicity of which we are 
capable. This is not only what I wifti, but 
boldly predi^: certain that you will con 
operate on your part in procuring it, and 
not draw on yourfelf all the Uame of ^ 
failure. 

A long letter would ill correfpood with, 

your prefent gay occupations : affure your- 

ielf therefore of my fiticere wiflies for your 

happi4cfs, and believe me invariably yours, 

Vknnat Febniary 176^ 

- L E T T E R IV. 

TO TH& SAMB. 

Your acquaintance, xnoO: amiable Sig- 
nora Giacinta, with my dear Gemello, the 
Cavalier Brofchi, is a new motive for the 
encreafc of that eftcem which I haVe always 
imd for .you ; as .his exceilcAt difcernment 
afluries me of the mfcrit of thofc peribns with 
whom he is in habits of intimacy. And, I 
envy ydu <both . that mutual enjoyment of 
«ach other's company, at which I can never 
afpire. Though pido is my eldeft daughter, 
I fliall never pardon her for having been the. 

occaiioi^ 
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OGcafioa of any danger to my beloved Cava* 

Uer Brofchi(/)» This undutiful daughter 
has but ill fecoaded the ioclinatioas of her 
fire, by incommoding perfons that are fo 
dear to me. I flatter myfelf, however, by 
your account, that the accident had no feri- 
ous confeqtiences t and I beg you to be the 
t>earer of my moi); affe^Uopate wi^ies to this 
WfNthy friendr 

MfUfdi3o, 1771, 

Metaftafio^s correfpondence with this lady, 
who W4S a poeteis, a mufician, and au elec- 
trician, continued till the year 1779. But 
what flill feems more to have contiibuted to 
Jier favour with the Imperial Laureat, was her 
refideace at Bologna, and being in frienddiip 
with Farinelli ; of whom he takes occafion to 
ipeak with the warmeft and moft cordia^ 
^fFefltion, in alnioft all the letters which be 
addrelTed tp her* 

You have obliged me extremely (fayij 
he in 1 771) my dear Sigmra Giadnta^ by 
lionouring me with the continuance of your 
^orrefpondence/ and affu^'ing me of the af« < 

(/) Alluding to a fizll at the opcra-hoi^e in Bologna^ at 

3 ^c^natc 
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fedionate remembrance v^ich my dear and • 

reipeded friend Sig. Carlo Brojchi retains for 
me, which 1 return with a mutual and moft 
coiiftant reciprocation. 1 love and efteem 
him as much as it is pofTible for a man to be 
loved and efteemed, who has fo far furpaffed 
all his peers, not only by his excellence in the 
charming art which he profeffed, but by the 
uncommon virtuous qualities of his mind, 
which have rendered him amiable, and ad- 
mirable, iii every fituation into which fortune ' 
has thrown hiiii. Peliver to him in my 
name, 1 entreat you, my moft affectionate 
compliments ; and if the Do6tor, ygur Ipoulc 
(whom I devoutly reverence) has no objec- 
tion to the commifiion, give him for mc St 
thoufand moft cordial embraces." f 

la another letter to this lady, Ipeaking of 
Farinelli*s magnificent manfion (called e 
palace) at Bologna, he lays ; ** my imagina- 
tion has convc) ed me to the habitation of 
^my'deap Qcmello, where I have feen the 
Iplendid decorations of Nitetti {g) in all the 
perfe6tioa which be fuggefted to the ingeni*- 
ous artifls he employed ; and in Ipite of the 

(g) This opera was performed in Farinelli's houfe, with 
die &me decorations with which it was Qrigiiudly repr^- 
fented at the court of Spadn* 

didance. 
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diflance, and without the alliilance of a pen*, 
cil, poetical fancy has prefented to me the- 
amiable figure of Signora Giacinta^ of which 
ihe muft doubtleis be poflefled, in order to 
bear any proportion with the ierenity, grace, 
and vivacity of her mind. Figure to yourfelf 
the plealure 1 mull have received from the 
, lalutations of my beloved friend, procured by 
your means. But I beg you to complete tlie 
work, and render him, in my ftead, a modeflr 
but aiFedionate embrace. 1 have intereiled 
, myfelf as I ought, in all the joys and forrows 
which yt)u have been pleaied to communicate 
to me ; and I pray, and hope, that in future, 
fortune may not lb frequently change from 
tKe jfirft to the fecond. Take care, my much 
jrefpe£ted Sigiiora Giaciiita, not to trull too 
much to the falacious magic of poetry, when 
you wifh to vaiiquifli the chihiels of philolb* 
phy. The inchantments of Parnaflfus have 
Ibme efficacy in the theatre, luppoited by 
the harmony of the lyre or trumpet ; but arc 
totally impotent when we dare to try their 
power beyond the limits of fidion. The 
magic which feldom fails,^and whigh moft 
infiillibly governs the human heart, is that 
with which nature gratuitoufly furnilhes you 
fpmales, whQ withput poring over books^ 

' with 



^ith a fmile, a glance, a word, a ftudied neg« 

ligence, perform daily fuch wonders, as the 
.gra&->hopper$ of Helicon never have nor 
never will atchicve. Seek, therefore, among 
^e veiTels of your own difpeafary, and you 

will Gertainly find ^ ipeeific adapted to your 
wants/' 

Such politencfs and gallantry from a man 
in his eigjit^eth year, to a female wi^om he 
had never feen, and at a period of time fo 
near the total extin&ion of all cbvoalry^ wili 
furprife the pfefent age, ai^d perhaps offeu4 
the next* 

This lady, a fmattercr i^ natiiral philoib* 
|)hy and eledricity^ ii> a letter to MetiailaiiOy 
having expreffed her terrors at a flight fliock 
of an earthquake at Bologna, in ftropg 
And violent terms, and her tranfports of joy 
on the opportunity whicji it had forded for 
cledrical experiments to illuftrate the lyfteii;^ 
which afcribes to that power this tremendv 
pus efFedl ; the poet fays : *^ I know not 
• whether I ought tp CQiidole or pongr^tulate 
jl^ou on this eyent. In chriftian charity, I 
pught to pr^y againft earthquakes, but am 
* jfifraid of offending you by wifhiug to deprive 
you of the pleafure of making experimentf 
fo d^pfioiiftfate your |i^V9iirit€ fyllcm. It 
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would be a curious problem, that by its foltt«« 
-ttoii Ihould prove, how yojur happinefs could 
depeud on eaithquakes ; but then we mufb 
have recourfe to philofbphy : a name which 
you profcribej abhor, and dcteft. So that iii 
this dilemma, I perceive with what caution 
my form of prayer mufi be made, when, at 
the iame time, I implore the extirpation of 
earthquakes, and the folid and daily encreaie 
of that dedrical power to which yon declare 
yourfelf indebted for all your felicity/* 

The mxt literary female correfpoodent 
who fought the oracular opinion of the poet, 
in his old age, concerning her works, found 
him ftill more aufpicious to her talents, or, 
at leaft, her vanity, than to thoie of any one 
of the- Sappho family already mentioned, aa^ 
the £^wing letters will manifeft. 

LETTER V. 

to SlOMOaA DONNA SLEONOaA DI FONSSC4 

9IM£NT£L* 

The poetical eflays, particularly the cpi* 
thalamkim, of which you have obligingly 
favoured me with a copy, for the noble and 
harmonious &cili^ of the verfification, the 

lively 
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lively images which animate 2Uid coloui' 
them, as wt\l as for the abundant hiftorical 
and mythological alluHons with which they 
arc enriched,* would be extremely worthy of 
praiib in themielves, apart from all other 
confiderations ; but tvhcn we reflefl on thefc 
being the firft productions of a lady who has 
fcarcely begun her fourth luftre (26th year) 
their merit is encreafed to fuch a degree, as 
to become marvellous. You have very wifely 
forefeen, that fuch a ufurpation of the rights 
of our fex, at my age, might perhaps have 
jcxcited in me fome degree of jealoufy ; but 
with equal ingenuity and courtefy, you have 
adn^iniilercd the antidote, by afluring me^ 
that you owe all the fermentation of your 
native poetical fire, to the afliduous perufal of 
my writings. I readily give credit, without 
examination, to thisobUging affertion; being 
extremely glad to unite to the duty of that 
juftice which I reader you, the intcreft of 
felf-love. Continue to be the honour and 
envy of your fex, by advancing in a way cor- 
refpondent to thefe wonderful beginnings, 
and believe me, &;c. 

ViennatOdobar9, i770» 

Two 
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Two years after, this young lady fends 
him more of her poetical compofitions, which 
are praifed by the veteran Laureat with equal 
warmth and gallantry. Indeed he adds to 
his encomiums the encouraging afl'urance, 
that Ihe has greatly furpafled his expecta- 
tions. 

This correfpbndence continued till the 

year 1^76; and he not only per^everes in 
praiHng her produdtions, but, at her earneft 
requeft, revifes, and corrcds fmall gram- 
matical errors and poetical inaccuracies ; a 
talk to which he had always great repug- 
nance, well knowmg how much eafier it is 
to praife a bad poem, than correft it. 

But this lady not only confulted the bard, 
as the oracle of Apollo, with refpe£l to her 
poetical compoiitions, but as the oracle of 
Delphos, in other important concerns ; par- 
ticularly on, the fubjed: of travelling, which 
'is big with fuch inconvenience and danger 
to females, that fhe feems in the letter, to 
which the following is an anlwer, to have 
wiflied herfelf of the other lex. 



LET- 
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LETTER VL 

to SIC^KOEA PlMl^NTEL* 

At the firft fight of yoitr laA xtioft oblige 

ing letter, I wiflied (in ^pite of my pacific 
diipofition) for a good do& of Ardulocheaii 
bile, to furiilfli me with a torrent of vcnc- 
mou8 Iambics agaiaft that evil genfais^ which 
having fo long exercifed his wicked power 
over the innocent hand of the gentle Douaa 
E/eottora^ has malicioufly defrauded me of the 
pleafure of her corre^ndence. But upon a 
fecond penifal, and maturely confidcring this 
verj lively letter, I find it abound with fiich 
excellent ideas, and feducing exprefiions, 
which, being unable in oonfcience to apply to 
myfelf, I am obliged to afcribe my happinefs 
to that inconvenient and painfiil accident 
which like the banks of a river, had doubled 
tihe force of your uiiial eloquence. This 
true induction, indeed narrows the limits of 
my vanity, but not of my gratitude; of - 
which the partiality of a courteous inhabitant 

* The lady had hurt her hand hy a fall, which had oc- 
{cafioucd her long filence. 

of 



Digitized by Google 



e 6s ) 



of ParnaffuSy who chufes me for the dbje£l of 
her poetical flights, exa6ls a very large por- 
tion. But retnemberi moft amiable Donna 
E/eonaray that it is not always fafe to truft to 
the light fuggeftions of fancy in your poetical 
paroxifms. What ah unjuft and ungrateful 
-cenfure has it di6bited againft the poor in* 
nocent gown (female garb, petticoat) which 
invefts the fair-fex with fUch convenience, 
pre-eminence, ornament and decorum ! and 
what are its crimes and defedts ! Becaufe it 
is an hnpediment to travelling ? and whither 
would you go i and what to fee ? would you 
fly from the warm Seieto {b) to the frozen 
Danube^ merely to have a near view of a 
miierable Roman ruin, placed there by acci- 
dent) and with which, uotwithflanding its 
diihince, you are already lufllciently ac- 
quainted; or would you traverfe Afia and 
Africa, as fiur as the icy regions of Lapland^ 
in order, philofophically,to combine the vari* 
oos inclinations and cuftdms of the earth*8 
inhabitants: and thus making a minute 
analyfis of humanity, enable yourfelf (as you 
vainly hope) to form, in the Cartefian man- 
ncr, a clear and diftind idea of it i Both theft 

{h) K river ia ^etieighbourbood of Naples. 
VOL* III* F enter- 



C 6 ^ ). 

enterprifes are equally ufelefe ; fince the 
mouldering ruins, \i^hich excite in you fucb 
euriofity, are certainly not worth the trouble 
of fi) long a journey ; on the contrary, they 
would be of infinitely lefs value to you, when 
feen, than at a diilance : as your, imagination 
has the happy power of embellifliiugj uafeen, 
whatever prefents itfelf to your mind. And 
the undertaking to qualify yourfelf, accurately 
to define that ftrange compound of contra- 
didion, called man^ fhould be ranked in the 
number of impoflibiiities. As I hold it for 
certain, that there exifts not an individual of 
the fpecies, who does not every inftaut differ 
from himfelf ; ind we may inform ourielves 
of thoie peculiarities, ^yhich are univeriklly 
allowed, without quitting our country ; for 
though the cornice may be infinitely varied, 
the building is always the iame. In every 
corner of the earth,meu arc equally the iport 
of their own paifions. A tafte for pleafure 
every where prevails : hence the indiipenfible 
want of fociety ; yet every one is conipiring 
.againft thole reilraints, without which fo- 
ciety cannot (ubfift* All regard reafon as the 
«eceiiiu*y attribute of human nature ; and all 
take her for their guide in the trania£tions of 
life ; but each moulds her to his own fancy 

and 
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and convenience. So that I advife you, my 
much refpeded Don?ia Eleonora, to make 
peace with your gown, detaching your 
thoughts wholly from voyages fo uielels, and 
big with hardihips and misfortunes ; and to 
encourage no other vvifli or ambition, than 
that of diftinguifliing youiielf among your 
peers, in the manner you have {o happily be- 
gun. Cultivate your dramatic talents, and 
from the ftecimens which you have already 
given of your abilities, I not only hope^ but 
venture to predift, your complete fuccefs. 

Vienna, March 8> 1776. 



Metaftafio having unfolded and difplayed 
in his dramas all the affedions of the human 
heart, feems in his letters to female authors^ 
to have exhaufted the language of courteiy 
and politenefe. The following letter, the 
only one in the coUefUon to the fame lady, 
feems in a difFerent key, and higher pitch of 
of refpeft and elegance, than any of thofe 
to his other female correfpondents, already 
inferted* 



« 
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LETTER VII. 

to SldKORA DOHNA CATTSRXl^A MAOOI Bit 

GALVX. 

the beneficent feducer^ who has beeii. 
able 16 m{pite you, madam, with fo much 
partiality in my favour^ were known to me» 
I certainly ifaould m<^ devoutly addrds every 
.i^ecies of prayer and fupplication, to engage 
him to eftabliA me in the poflbffion of a 
bl effing, which I have great reafon to fear I 
fliall be unable to pre&rve. The efteem of 
a perfon who voluntarily adds to fo many 
Excellent qualities of her fcK, merely as ac- 
compUfliments, thofe fhidies and lai>orious 
odculpatiioxis which are our duties, is an ae- 
qtiiiition, which, however ufurped, might 
tempt the moft mature philoibphiclU mode*^ 
ration with vanity. 

I have great teaibti to fuipe6): that Sigaot 
HippolitOy your mofl worthy confort, has been 
guilty of the whole, or the chief part, of tfaid 
fedudion — know not whether it would be 
for my advantage to exprefs my fentiments 
of gratitude and devotion in perfon ; but am 
certain, that in ipite of the riik I ihould run of 

undeceiv- 
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undeceiving you, I cannot help wiihing it 
moft ardently. Continue to honour me with 
this favourable propenfity^ thus voluntarily 
beftowed : afford me an opportunity of me? 
jriting it, and believe me always, with due 
rei^e^l and efteem, &c. 



In order to finiih the poet*s correipond* 

cnce with literary Ladies, and Females of 
talents, we (hall deviate a little from regular 
chronology. The following letters, like thf 
preceding to females of this clais, were ex*^ 
torted from him by pcrfons whopi he never 
iaw, or by their friends. He ieems, however, 
have received all thefe applications, nojt 
only with patience, but to have aniw^ed 
(hengi with good breeding, and even kindr 
nefi ; and if the correipondence is continue^^ 
his philanthropy vifibly matures i^ito frien^r 

« 

LETTER VIII, 

90 SIQNORA MARI4 ROSA COCCXA^ 

A FORTNIGHT ago, I received a courteous 
Ifttff frpm Monfignor RattJi in which 

? 5 ?i§nora 
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Signora Maria Rosa Coccia was 'recom- 
mended to me. I anlwered this prelate, that 
when I knew in what way I could be of ufe 
to the perfoii recommended, 1 (hould not fail 
feconding tlie wifh of fuch a mediator* A 
few days after I had fent my anfwer to the 
ppft, a parcel was announced to me from the 
cuftom-houfe ; which, when examined, was 
found to contain, not only a very elegant 
letter from the fald Signora Maria Rosa, 
but thrco excellent pieces of her mufical 
compofition, which I (aw, and rtffpcfted ; 
but was not able to judge of their woi;th. I 
therefore inftantly called a perfon extremely 
fldllful in the art, who, after carefully ex- ' 
amining them in my prefence, and with great 
pleafure, aflured me, that they were written, 
•not only in a correal, but mafterly, manner. I 
rejoiced at this, and was flattered to fmd, that 
iby dear country produced young ladies of 
fuch uncommon abilities. But I was morti- 
fied, at finding myfelf unable to procure fuch 
rewards, as are due to their merit. The^ 
prince^ of this court having, many years (ince, 
made a rule, never to receive a prefent, or 
dedication of any book, efpecially of poetry, 
or mufic; to fave themlclves from the indii- 
cireet torrent of foch homages as they were 
' • • . formerly 
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formerly inuadated with. Here mufic is^ at 

prefent, in the laft ftage of decline ; and in 
order to kiiow the merit of fuch a compofi* 
lion as yours, fuch knowledge is neceflary as 
is pofieiTed by very few people : hence all, 
but particularly thofe y/ho may afTume the 
charader of Alecsenas, can only appreciate 
mufical merit by the report of profeflbrs| 
who being likewife men, and fubjed to hu« 
^■nan paflions, do not alway deliver their opi- 
nions with iincerity. So that not knowing 
what ufe I can ultimately make of the ele- 
gant copies of your harmonical labours,! (hall 
carefully preftrve them till I have your ija-r 
ibiidions. I beg you will not regard my in- 
ability, (at which on thi$ occafion I feel 
finite concern) as a crime ; l)ut believe me 
to be, with fincere wilhes for more fuccefs i^ 
the execution of your future coipmands, 
j^purs, &Ct 

yienna, Qecember 29, 177^) 

LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAMS, 

Your former letters,moft refpeded Signon^ 
I^OSA, h^ve informed me of your extrordi- 
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lU^ry abilities ia -muiic ; but the laft ha$ coivt 
vinced me of the unconamon goodnefe of 
your heart : full of docility, ^odefty, and 
j)ropriety : virtues which feldom abound ia 
perfons who» like you, can afford fuch plea- 
fure by the laudable fruits of their applica* 
tipn. With thefe wonderful talents^ with jfuch 
enviable, and rare dilpofitions of the caind, 
and with the fervor which animates your 
exertions, you will encreafe the glory of our 
country ; of which, as a fellow citizen, I ihaU . 
imagine myfelf entitled to a ftiare. The 
generous gift with which you have favoured 
me, of your neat manufcript, for which I 
am very grateful, (hall be jkept facred for the 
pleafure .of communicating it to fuch only as| 
may know its true value ; and at all times 
fhall be carefully preferved, and ready for 
reftoration, whenever an opportunity may 
occur of making a better ufe of it. Your par^* 
tiality towards me, I regard as a precious ac- 
quifition ; and long for an opportunity of 
meriting it,, by the execution of your com^ 
mands. 

Vienna, February 12, 1778^ 



The chief &b)t& of the next lettor to thift 
Jiady, ^ijj^) is thef oet's favoutate CAofuiie 

of 
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pf the compliments (f the feqfon^ which h^ 
Renounces to almoft all his cprrefpondents. 

la 1 7S09 Sigaora Cocci a feat him a print 
engraved from her pidure, for which the 
following letter contains his acknowledge 
fluents, 

LETTER X, 

TO THE SAME* 

Your obliging attention^ in furnifhing mo 
with an impreiiion of the engraving ma4« 
frcKn your pifhire, has given me infinite 
pleafure ; as it has helped me to form an idea 
pf a perfon fb cftimable, in fpite of the libe- 
fality of the engraver^ who has beftowed 
ypon you more years than really belong to 
you* 1 can, hpwever, cojiiible myfelf for thi^ 
defed, by the other moft faithful intelle6lual 
pi&ures which you have font me, in youjr 
wonderful muiical eflays, by which you have 
ii) far ouliftript your peers. I regard my 
yerfes with the more partiality, for having 
incited you to make io laudable a ufe of your 
talents. I am very glad that you have been 
loformfid of the juftice which I render you 
^ Vienna^ pd ypu would ]mve had more 
J frequent 
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frequent confirmations of it in my own let- 
ters, if iny age did not make the bufinefs of 
writing fo inconvenient to me, Furnifh 

mc, however, occafions for doing it with 
more cffca. 

Vieiuia, February 14, 1780% 

LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

ouH commands, moft obliging Signora 
Rosa, convince me how erroneous an Opinion 
you have formed of me and my way of hfe, 
in believing me alert and robuft, and in the 
praftice of frequenting the court and perfons 
of high rank. ' It is a long while fince my 
great age and infirmities have permitted me 
to quit the afylum of my own houfe, except 
to perform the duties of religion, and even 
that, not conftantly. I have fmall hopes 
feeing; the Grand Duke and Dutchefs of MuC» 
coyy, who are expeded here. But if by an 
accident, hardly poflible, fuch an event flibuld 
happen, and 1 had the pre{iimption,uufolicited, 
to propofe to them an account of the lingular 
merit of my admirable country-woman, how 
Is it poffible to hope, that after th^ milUdn of- 




( 75 ) 

objefls which will have taken pofleffion of 
the mind of this prince and princefs in theiir 
long voyage ; among the innumerable ho- 
mages that will be rendered them at Rome; 
amidft the feafts with which their prefence 
^ill be celebrated, and the curiofity which 
they fhall have excited, they fliould ever 
find the leaft trace in their memories, of an 
humble petition made to them in paffing 
thrQUgb ViepQ^? Your wifh ihould have 
been feconded at JElome, by perfons dextrous 
in fucfa matters, who know how to avail 
themfelves gt d4iiy circumilances. I wi(h 
moft ardently, that your fortune were equal 
to your n^erit ; and am extremely afflifted to 
be able at prefent to offer nothing better, than 
ufelefs, though cordial, wilhes, for your prol^ 
peritj, 

Vienna, Septonbei: 6, 17$!. 



We muft now refume thq cprreipondence 
with his old friend Signor Fillpponi, in which 
)ve had only advanced to the ^d qf 1 767. 

The poet had fuch frequent applications 
from bookfellers, who were perpetually mul- 
tiplying editions of his works in all the great 
pities of Italy, particularly Turin, that he 

feems 
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ieems to have treated Sig. Raij wkh a little 

lefs politenefs in the following letter, than, 
when a young author, he had beftowcd on 
Bettinelli. 

i;^ E T T E R 3^11. 

TO SIGNOR nX-IPPONX. 

Our Sig, Rabj does his duty in thinking 
pf Im own intereft : but he is much miftakeo, 
if he imagines that I am unmindful of mine, 
It is my bufmeis to judge of the refped ^nd 
delicacy due from me to princes andprinceffes, 
who have rewarded my labours with fiich 
jplendid magnificence. The oracles and ex'* 
amples produced, are not fufficient to autho* 
rize me to difpofe of things that ^re not my 
own ; henpe, my dear Sig. Filipponii advife 
him to imitate my refignation. 

I participate fincerely in your afiiidion, at 
the unexpe6led refolution which your exem* 
plary fon has taken ; but who knows, v^ether 
in his new ftate of perfeiSion, he will aiot 
afibrd you fuch caufe to rejoice, as will rep^y 
you for your prefent grief with intereft I \ 
|)Qth wifli and hope it fincerely. 
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The Gazettes muft have informed vou of 
our ciarthquake and inundations. The firft, 
which happened iii Vienna, was only tre- 
mendous threats, without the leaft £ital 
effed ; but in the neighbourhood of the city 
of Neuftadty the confequeiices have been ytty 
ierious. Yet the furious over-flowing of the 
Dinube, thanks to the paternal goodne& of 
our moft auguit fovereign, who with hand 
and heart has aflifted the wretched inhabit- 
ants of the deluged fuburbs, has not produced 
lliofe tragical eSeOs which were juftly ap- 
prehended : fo that the evil has been inhiiitely 
leis than the fright, from which we have not 
yet recovered. Adieu, my dear friend ; tako 
care of your health, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, March 7, 1768. 

■ 

LETTER Xm. 

TO TUfi SAME. 

You have done wifely, my dear Sig. 

Filipponi^ to fpare yourfelf in writing. I fhall 
Venture to take the fame liberty, as I feel too 
plainly, that though ours is the beft time of 
life for prating, it is very unfavourable to 
writing; but, in this country, an Italian 

ama-» 
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amanuetifis, to whom a tnaii can fafely dic- 
tate, who wilhes that liis letters may not dii-»' 
grace him, is a fifh very difficult to catch r 
fo that. I prefer fliort letters, or filence, to the 
greater evil of lofing my credit or my pa- 
tience. 

My poor Pegafus has trotted and galloped 
fo much, that being now full o£ fpavins, be 
ought \o eat his corn in quiet. My moft 
in4\ilgent patroneis.will, 1 hope, conikier hisr. 
crippled fiate, and not foon oblige him to 
crawl up the mountain. At prefent, I have 
no orders to obey ; and I have realoa to rt^ 
joice at my efcape. 

I had almoft inadvertently let my pen be 
guilty of wifliing you a happy new year.; 
fuch is the force of bad habits ; but thank 
heaven, I flopt jufl at the inAant I was going 
to (lip. So that I (hall not only avoid this 
dale and injurious formaUty^ but am certain, 
that you will forgive me for the averfion I 
have to fo filly and troublefome a cuftom. 

Count Canaky with all his ample and 
ilouriihing family, have received your teiU- 
monies of efteem, with the higheft pleadire ; 
and beg, reciprocally, to interchange good 
wi(hes ; permit me likewi(e to offer up vows 
for every branch of your family, iacred, and 

profane. 
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profane, whom I love, reverence, and honour, 
with all my ancient entire, and incorruptible 
afie£lion. 

Vieni% December 31, 1768* 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAjME*. 

God forgive you ! my dear friend, for pre«- 

didting the neccliity of my clambering again 
up mount Parnafliis. After fb many jour- 
neys, Humbles, and falls, docs not it yet feem 
time for my poor jaded Pegafus to eat his lafl: 
feed in peace ? Inftead of taking new fteps 
(as you fay) towards immortality, the pro- 
grefs already made on the road, is loft, when, 
we dare to trauicend the bounds which nature 
has prefcribed to miferable humanity. I al- 
ready, but too well, know this melancholy 
truth, and wifli to profit from my knowledge ; 
but how am I to refill the conftant and be- 
nignant clemency, which overlooking my 
infuificiency, ilill wiihcs to confer benefits 
upon me.- 

Vienna, Juljr 3> 1769. 



LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

I SHOULD not know how to account, my 
deareft friend, for the admiration with wliich 
you have honoured my letter concerning this 
Imperial family, if I did not refled, that it 
contained nothing but plain truth, which, 
appears moft beautiful, when the leaft im- 
beHiihed(/); my vanity, therefore, will allow 
me to take to my felf no part of the praifes you 
beftow on this fortunate letter. They have, 
however,(b far excited my c]ariofity,as to make 
me wifh to fee its contents. I therefore applied 
to a young man, who ufed to tranfcribe ibme 
of my letters previous to their departure, as 
an exercife in the Italian language, which he 
iludies with great diligence ; but it was not 
to be found in his bundle. Whet&er he 

(i) Notwithftanding the democratic clamour againil the 
tyranny of the Houfe of Auftija, in later tinies, the inha- 
bitants of Vienna, during the life of the Etnpreis Queen, 
Maria Therefa^ who died 1 780, fcemcd the happieft, aiid the 
moft contented witl) their Sovereign and her government, 
of any people in Europe. For inftances of this Princeis'a 
Yirtues and benevolence^ fee Diff. Bhgr, art. marie. 

omitted 
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omitted giving it a place there for want of 
time or inclination, I know not. I (hould 
have the fame temptation to juftify your 
favourable reception of the trifle I wrote on 
the Engliih Armonica (i)*, but it is moil pru- 
dent not to enter too deeply into this ufelefs 
and perilous examination. Indeed if you had 
convinced me (as you might too eafily have 
done) that this little produ&ion, is unworthy 
of applaufe, I (hould ftill have reafon for 
fbme coniblation $ as the having already ob- 
tained it without defert^ would be a comfort- 
ing proof of the numerous band of ^friends 
and defenders which my "good fortune has 
procured me ; and I am much more fenfible 
of this enviable acquifition^ than of the 
choiceft laurels of ParnafTus. 

Adieu, my dear Sig. Filipponi ; I return 
you the compliments of the feafon, in re- 
venge; iinging in pure fpite, this ftale and 
ufelefs cant among real friends. 

Vienna, November X 6, 1769. 

The talents of our two countrywomen, the 

Mifs Davis's, who refided a confiderable time 
at Vienna, in the £une houfe as Halle and 

[kj The Glajfesy carried to Vieona, performed upon 
by the eldeft Miis Davis. 
VOL. III. G Fauflina, 
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* 

Fauftina *, have been celebrated by our hzri j 
the eldeiit, foe bev performadoce on the GJqfii^ 
at that time a aew inftrument ; and tb» 
yowg^ &x hfiF vocal abilities. The £m- 
prefs Queen had been fa pkaied by their 
ieveral t^]fiiit9» that in the year 1769^ on dv? 
mardage q£ the Infaut P.ukc of P^vv&^ whJi 
the Arch-dutch6& Maria Amelia, fhe deimd 
MetaA^o wate a Cantata^ which wa9 
fet by Hafle, in order to dilplay their feveral 
talmts* Thtd Cantatai hais beeor fmUtihed in. 
late editions of the poct'si works, under the 
title of tAfimnka^ the name of ibe new in*- 
ftnunent ou which the eld«£t Miis JOavia- 
accompanied her fiiter> in: the pefibrnimf)e ol 
the Caotatat 

• A letter written by the poet to the princcfs 
di Bebaoate^ at ^Napies^ recommending thcde 
performers to her protedlion, will ferve as 
a ccttnment to the jCaotata juA mentionedv 

LETTER XVL 

TO imE raiNCBss bblmowb^t 

The bearers of this moft reverential ad«- 
d¥dl, are two» Engliflv young pepfons^ travel- 
ling under the conduct of their worthy pa- 

* See PnJ^ut ^taU of Muf, in Gtrmnjf^ &c, Art. Vienna. 

rentSy 
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fthtii in order td give teftimonies at Naples 
of their feveral abilities in muiic; tlieir 
names are Mifs Mary, and Mifs Cecilia 
Davis : the firft performs with admirable 
(kill on an inflrument of new invention, 
called the Armtmica. It is compofed of 
glafles of different fizes, revolving, by means 
of a pedal, on a fpindle. Theie glafles, form- 
ing a regular fcale of tones and fen^i-tones, 
being delicately touched with wet fingers, 
during their revolution, produce the mofl un- 
commonly fweet, and celeftial tones, imagin- 
able; particularly pathetic ftrains, for 
which the inftrument is eminently calculat- 
ed. The other fifter, who is pofleffed of % 
\tiy pleafing and flexible voice, iiogs ex- 
tremely well, with much art and natural 
expreifion; and when accompanied by her 
lifter oxt Armonica^ ihe has the power of 
uniting her voice with the inftrument, and 
of imitating its tones, fo exaftly, that it is 
Ibmetimes impoifible to diiiinguiih one from 
the other. They have been here univerlally 
admiredy and apfdauded : and my moft auguft 
Patronels, who has deigned to hear them fre- 
- quently , has honoured them' with munificent 

teilimonies of imperial approbation. 

Vienna, January i6» 1772U 

G z Mifs 
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Mh's Cecilia Davis performed in the thea«f 
tre of Sail Carlo at Naples, the part of Brie- 
damante^ ia Metaftafio's new opera of Ru6« 

GI£KO« 

LETTER XVII. 

TO SIGNOA FJLIPPOKI. 

YouK letters, my mdft dear Sig. FtHpponu 
always afford me the greateft comfort^ ia 
reviving the idea of our long, fincere, and 
difinterefted friend(hip, and of that honour* 
able charader, fo worthy of jolirfelf, which I 
have always found lb. irreproachable ; and 
this certain knowledge renders every thing 
dear that comes from you, even to the in-* 
iult of a merry ChriAmas I therefore thank 
you for it, and in revenge, join the fame 
wifti for you, with others which pught not to 
be profaned by being coupled with fuch 
ilupid and vulgar companions. 

I am overwhelmed with confcrfion and 
gratitude, at the partial and generous diipo- 
fition of your obliging and learned friend, 
in wifhing to honour me with the dedication 
of his Lujiad (/). I therefore beg of you to 

(/) Or tht Difiovery of India^ an epic poem, by Luis 
DX Camobns. It does tiot appear who was the* tranflator 
of this poem into Italian, who fo much wiihed to dedicate 

Kis veifion to Aktaiirailo. 

expre& 
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exprefs to him the lively and iincere fenti- 

ments of my grateful heart, aiid my impa- 
tience to fee transfufed into our language by 
a mafterly hand, a work which hasjuitiy 
merited nnivcrfal approbation; but after 
this true and candid afliirance, ufe all your 
eloquence, I entreat you, to convince him, 
that neither the nature of the gift, nor his 
own interest or mine, can permit me to 
accept of it. The oppulent Ions of fortune, 
among whom it has not pleafed providence 
to rank me, have acquired a right by im- 
memorable preicription, to ail dedications; 
and both the wgrk and the ^^uthor (by fub- 
ftituting to fome great name, that of a poor 
inhabitant of Parnaflus) would be deprived 
of the well founded hopes of thoie folid ad« 
vantages which he might proraife himfelf 
from riches and power. An honour fo little 
jtny due, would provoke the malevolent to 
examine my titles; and God defend me 
from fuch ^ dangerous enquiry ! In Ihortf 
having hitherto, for this invincible reafon, 
always refiifed the acceptance of liiph in« 
cenfe, I have loft the power of compliance, 
if I would not moft defervedly incur the in- 
dignation of thofe by whom it }ias hereto- 
fore bee^ offered : Do you, ipjr dear Sig. 

9^ • fUifponi^ 
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Filipponi, endjravour to preveot this moft " 

reaibnable repugnance from dimiiiifiiiBg thcf 
partiality of this wortihy man of letters^ 
^^hioh I wouid ^ot lofe for tke world. 

Sig. Canak k vety fenfible of the intereft 
jQu take in the recovery of faia £Hi-in-law^ i 
fkniLfaas config^ied to me, on your account, a 
thotdknd grateful and afte&ionate expr^ 
fions. Contrive to let tiie vent?rable prieft- 
pfk know hem muick I love, efteem, to4 
honour her, as -well as your numerous off-r 
^riiig, facred «nd prophiuie, et nati natorum^ 
it am fuUcmtw at iiiis \ und n^yer cei^fe td 
believe me invariably yours. 

LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAM|S* 

Among the many flattering receptions of 
xay JluGGiERO in Italy who was not 

(m) T\m opera of &UOG19RO, the of ti^epoot's dtz^ 
matic produaions, was wntten by order of the Emprefe 
Queen, and piiblifhed under his own eye, in a moft cor- 
re^: and fplcadi i edition in ^uaito^ at Vienna. It wasfetby 
Hptfe^ ^d .peclbmied at Milan, on the manage of the 
Archduke Ferdinand of Ayftria, waxh A'laria Beatrice 
file, Pfinpefs pf Mod^jCi*, ; 7 I. . • . 

|)rought 
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Jbrought up by his] old fire with very fan- 
guiiae hopes, yours, my dear Sig. Filipponiy 
has been the moft grateful. I am pleafed 
that you have ftill found ia this late produc- 
tion of my tired and exhaufted genius, feme 
features of the old countenance of your 
/riend ; and I have refleded mtb the high* 
eft pleafure, on the effedt of. this recognition 
uponyoul" good heart. Thefe kind (ymptoms 
.of fincere friendiiiip, have carried me back 
with infinite delight to our juvenile days, 
renovating the pleaiing beginnings of 
our affedion, and its conftant {iicceC- 
five progreffion. My lively imagjiuation 
has taken a new walk with you through the 
firaia Oiulia, and the daik Parrajh upon the 
Cianicolo^ at Kome; we have breathed 
together the chearful and iakbrious air of 
(he Vmiro^ at Naples; and it has repre** 
fented to me our private fellivities, Innocent 
fympofiacs, and poetical confabuUtions. , 
You fee for how many gay ideas I am 
indebted td your letter ; I now ought to be 
particularly grateful for them, as I have 
great occafion for fuch fpecifics againft the 
ipbftinate perfecution of my hypochondriac 
^:omplaints, wliicli tinge with darlqiefe ever^ 

& 4 Without 
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Without the leaft (hadow of afFe£tation, \ 

am truly grateful to thofe who have hau thq 
partiality to wifli to dedicate to me their 
works ; but have never had the courage tQ 
accept of aa incenfe which from time im- 
memorial has appertained to the oppulent 
foils of fortune. We poor inhabitants of 
Ptoiafliis are born to offer* and not to receive 
it; and I ought not to be condemned for 
refufing to become a ufurper. I entreat you 
to become my advocate, and to plead my 
gratitude ^d reafpnable felf-denial. 

Vienng, December 269 1771* 



We quitted the poefs corref^ondence 
with his beloved Gemelk, Farinelli, July, 
1768, after fettling him at Bologna, and 
after feveral confolatory letters, and admo- 
nitions to fortitude and relignation (not 
very fuccefsful indeed) had been fent to him 
by our bard. We (hall now refume this 
correfpondence, and continue it, uninter- 
ruptedly, till May 1 769 ; from which period 
there is a chafm of feven years in the printed 
edition of Metaftafio's letters to this cele- 
brated linger, without any reaibn being 
affigned by the editoj*. 

« 
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LETTER XiX. 

TO THE CAVALIEE FARINELLI* 

The kind care which my beloved Car^ 
/uccio (ji) took to apquaipt me, preference 
tp lo many others, of the new form which 
your domeftic fociety takes, in confequence 
of your generofity, and the luggelUons of 
your heart and benevolent mind, is a pre*- 
ciou$ emanation of our affe^pnate and iu* 
diflbluble Twinfliip. I cannot exprefs to you 
^e pleafure which this coufidence has given 
me, nor fufEciently congratulate you on the 
occafion. In the firft place, it is a great com- 
fort to me to find in this ailion, the conftant 
and admirable chara6ter of my dear Gemello^ 
al\yays hke himfelf, and always determined to 
diftinguifh himfelf from common men by 
beneficence, which is one of the greateil 
attributes of the divinity. I hope, in thq* 
fecond place, or rather promiie myfelf, th^t 

(«) The diminutives and augmentatives of the Italian 
language are fo delicate and numerous, that it is in vain to 
attanpt finding equivalents for them all| in any other 
tongue* Carhi for inftance, is Charles; CarUn9y litde 

Charles ; Carluccio^ dear fweet Charles — CarlonCi great 
^barles i Carlaffki, naftv filthy great Charles. 

th^ 
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•the ncceffaiy and delightful occupations 
which the regulating this riiing generation 
funiifheSy will, by degrees, banifh all thofe 
gloomy and hypochondriac thougt^, which 
I inceflantly haunted ^nd goveri^ed ^ou, day 
and night; threatening your deftrudion, to 
the ^profound, but unavailing affliction of 
your friends^ unable fo affgrd yoi^ any ^Ifift-^ 
i^nce. 

At prefent, inftead of thefe flaelaucholy 
imaginations, I cannot tell how many pleaiing 
wd happy ideas croud intp. my mjud. I fee 
you healthy, ferene, and making your whole; 
happinefs confift, as ufual, in procuring tha|; 
pf others: You arc now full in my view,^ 
with your dear nephew' ^t your fide ; I 
now fee you at the harpfichord with your 
noble little niece. And very very often (only 
mind how the fancy of poets runs away witl| 
them) I feem to fee you Ikipping round 
your flouriihing beds of peas^ beans, an4 
other fortunate tender plants, which will 
certainly thriye in proportion to the care of 
fo honeft, prudent, and frieiidly a cultivator, 
Noiw> my i^elo^ed GemeUo, there only re-r 
mains for me to thank you, as I fixiperely do, 
for your particular attention to me ; and 
jrejoice with you at your i^ving difcov€jre4 

» bett?f 
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a betltr mode of reaiimg my faeiut^ whom 

you haye^ fo lo^g been an inh^jbitaat, tfaaii I 
pf explaining It, by icribblmg or prating-iw 
Adkttf my d^eft Gemello : may heavei)r 
render you happy in proportion to my 
wilhfiSy and adfoooffter to you new motiycf 
gt cQ^ioiation* 

» 

I, E; T T E R XJC. 

. TO THE SAMS. 

♦ 

SiGNOR Mancini {o) a few days ago, 
and 8ig. TiAaldi ycftcrday, teive £siithfliHy 
oonfigned to me the afFe&ionate remem- 
brances of my beloved Gemello ; and have 
plltienlly anfweired ali my numerous inter-r 
rogatories, concerning the prefent ftate of 
your humour, a$ well n$ health. Some of 
If he information I have obtained has confolcd 
inpy particularly that which re{jreients yoa . 
Ip qaych fatiefied with the new domeftic 

(•) A fiogeir of the 3ologosi fehools educated under thi 
pdebrated Bernacchi. His vdcc a foprano ; but having 
quitted the ftage, he was now engaged as ringing*>niafter tQ 
(he Arch-dutchefTes, which place he filled in 1772, wlieni 
fdf iMqi it yiaWf (firm, pur, yol. Jrf. Vleaa^ 
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fociety which you haVe acquired, and th^ 

pleaiiiig occupation which it affords you: 
but, on the contrary, the account which ! 
have had of the obftiiiate continuance of 

* m m 

your impertinent tertian ague, afflifts me 
extremely. And Ending that your niece is 
not exempt from this wearing malady, has 
^lade me reafonabiy conclude, that Ibme 
pxternal caufe, common to you both, ha;^ 
pccafioned your iudifpofition. If thi^ 
^ould have been the cafe, it wopld not b^ 
\>G difficult to diicover and remove it^ My 
fond twinifm has fuggefted to me^ that you 
pafs. the chief part of your time in th« open 
air ; that the autumnal exhalations, and the 
|)oiibnotis vapours of a great part of our 
country, is not breathed with impunity ; that 
the air of paved cities is much lefs im- 
pregnated with this poifbn, not only from the 
exhalations oi: the earth being impeded, but 
from the numerous and conftant fires, as well 
as the motion of the inhabitants, which agi- 
tate and corred the air. And I beg that the 
necelTary ^are of your health, may fet ^ou a 
thinking of thefe matters which frijendfliig 
has fuggeAed to me. Tal$:e them into coa7 
fideration, my dear GemcUo, and examine 
my fui|)icioAS \ If ycni find the|n fit $^11 pro? 
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bable, avoid expofing yourfelf^ at leaft dur^ 
ing the perilous fealbn. 1 well know that 
your condud has beeti fuch hitherto, as ta 
prove that you are in no want of tutors, and 
that I pretend to no iiich employment ; but 
this doubt torments me, and if I did not 
communicate it to you, I fliould be ten 
times more tormented with remorfe. 

I congratulate your amiable niece on her 
happy mlaternal ftate, and her fpouie oa- the 
graduation of his paternal proximity. Re- 
commend me to them both, and inipire 
them with, a proportion of your afFe£tion for 
me : as they are already extremely dear to 
me from the love which my Gemello bears 
them, whom I tenderly embrace, and of 

whom X ihall ever be moft faithfully, &c. 

Vienna, November 30, 176^. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. ' 

Our extreme clofe attachment to each 

other is fo public, that every one believes, if 
he is dear to one of us, that he is fiire to 
poffefs the friendihip of both. Signora 
Marianna Biancbi Tozzi (j>\ who afpires at 

(/>) A celebrated opera finger, who at this time ranked 
very high in the favour of the public, both in Italy and 
Geninny. 

• * the 
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(he acqiii£tk>£t of jonr favoarv Which ih^ 

has no doubt of obtaining, if I only ikmc 
jou^ that ihek ahesdy in pofitffioncf 
and I cannot refulb her the confdikm of thi» 
tnilh. When, not Umg ago, flic rcprcfentcdf 
in this theatre, the part of GJeJia in my 
opera of that name, I was extremely pleaferf 
with her i not only on account of her excel- 
fcftt performance^ and blamelcft condud, 
but ibr her attention and indefatigable appli- 
cation to fulfil all her duties. She returns 
to Italy^ at preient^ through Brtuifwiek; 
where, according to my accounts, fhe has 
jufily received uoaver£d applause. If you 
will but let her know that her fuppofition is 
not entirely unfounded^ I fhall be extremdy 
grateful, provided fhe does not fail in.execu« 
ting punSaally aB the commiffions to you, 
with which 1 have charged hen Adieu, 
my dear Gemello, I devoutly reverence all 
your amiable domeftic committee, and am 
as ufual, yours. 

Vtenaa, Deoeml^er 14, 1768. 



LET- 



Digitizeu by LiOOgle 



( 95 ) 



LETTER XXI*. 

« 

TO TfiTB SAMS. 

YouK lail letter of the 9th iiiftant^ occa- 
iions^ a mixture of pkafiire^ anxiety, aacf 
afflidlion, which I am unal^le to delcribe. 
The obftinacy of your diabolical fever, the^ 
pathetic pidlure of th^. &bXq o£ your perhap& 
too good heart, and the affeftionate thoughts 
which Simulated you to add, . new ties of 
friendfliip to tliofe which liave hitherto fa 
iikMblubly united us, are ideas well worthy 
of the fweet and bitter tumult with which I 
am by turns internally agitated. It wm 
impoffible for you to give me a . ftronger 
proof of your conilant afiefiion, than: by in- 
Vjiting me to a iacred alliauce, in preference 
to fo many diftinguifhed perfbns to whom 
you might apply. You mull therefore 
imagine how much I feel myfelf obliged; 
and how I am flattered by this new iofiance 
of the place I hold in your heart. But as 
there is no per£b6l happinefs in this valley of 
tears, the pleafure of finding myfelf thus dif- 
Vnguifbed by you from the croud of your 

3 friends. 
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firicnds is difturbed by an invincible impedi* 
menty which oppofes itfelf to the execution 
of your defign. The never havingreprcfented 
the peribnage of whofe office you kindly 
think me worthy, during my long life, 
would be a finall obftacle in treating with 
xny GemeUoi but the misfortune is, that 
beiides the number of perfons to whom I 
have excufed myfelf, it is not two months 
lince I refifted the folicitations of a perfbn 
much conneded at court, and who would 
have a reafonable caufe for being offended, 
if after lefufing him, I complied with the 
requeft of another ; and the refcntment of 
this perfbn would not only be unpleaiant, 
but might be mifchievous* Nor is it poiH"- 
He for me to flatter myfelf With keeping it 
.a fecrct; the hoping to conceal any of 
our aftions, who are as well known as the 
North flar, would be a Platonic idea. So 
that your part, my dear Gemello, is not 
only to pardon, but pity me, the lofs being 
wholly mine ; and my part will be gratefully 
to remember, as long as I live, what you 
thought and wiflied. 

In Ipite of the hurry w ith which I am 
obliged to write a heap of ufelefs letters, I 
cannot forget to prcfent Any refpeds to the 

fruitful 
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fruitful lady who honours mc with her 
notice, and to aflure her, that by anxioufly 
attending to your health, ihe will add to 
that of yours moft faithfully. 

Viemay January 13, 1769. 

LETTER XXII. 

TO THE 8AM£. 

Though your moft welcome remembrance 
of the 1 2th of laft February, was only an an* 
fwer to my preceding prolix letter, I cannot 
poftpone my reply to it, nor reftrain my 
abufe, which your inhumanity well £Qerits,for 
the manner with which you have treated my 
folicitude. You know in what a ftate of mind 
the account of your obftinate fever muft have 
left me; and without afTuring me that you 
had at length fent it to the devil, you con- 
tent yourfelf with merely faying, that your 
health is capricious. But in ^ite of you, 
I find motives of confolation in the ftcadinefs 
of your hand- writing ; in your filence itfelf ; 
and, above all, in the vivacity of your letter, 
which is not tindured with a febrile humour. 
JBut it is not out of chara£ler for a marine 
VOL. III. a monfter 
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monilei' to reduce a Gemello to Confole 
vhimielf, by having rccourfe to eonje£hii'e. 
Thank heaven, in thefe days of penitence 
(Lent) I remember, like a good chriftian, 
that anger muft be fubdued^ otherwife I 
fhould not let you off fo eafily ; but mind ! 
and keep yourielf well, if you wiih my rage 
fliould not be renewed. 

If, at this time of our lives, you could 
doubt of my fincerity^ or 1 of yours, wc 
ihould be unpardonable. I have fecn your 
invitation in no other light* than as a tender 
proof of your friendfhip ; and you would be 
extremely unjuft and ungrateful, if you 
could luppofe I had any other latent rcafbn 
for declining the offer, than that which I 
have candidly ftated. So that you ha\'e not 
the IttA occafion to repent of the friendly 
cagernels with which you have fo much 
obliged me ; nor 1 to bfulh at my involuntary 
backwardneis, in accepting of your twinly 
ofFcf . Therefore, in fpite of wild and unwor- 
, thy conjedures, let me' enjoy in peace, the 
plcafure which this new proof of kiudnefs 
has adbrded me, of knowing how I ftand in 
your good heart. 

I envy Sigbora Btancbij mA Mon(5eur 
Lojier^ who have ere now feen and embraced 
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my dear Gemello. O that I could do the 
fame! But though I caniiot fee the leaft pro- 
bability of it ever ha^penmg, I cannot relin- 
quiih the hope. 

Vieona, Match 29 1769. 

■ 

LETTER XXIII. 

TO THB 8AM£. 

Muger paridera^ bija la primera (y) I 
therefore congratulate you, my deareft Oe- 
melloy on the fafe and certain fecundity of 
your amiable niece, and of the prowefs with 
which ihe has happily accomplilhed her 
£rft maternal expedition. Accuftomed to 
Jive among the Graces and the Mufes, You 
ought to be pleafed, that, under yourauipices, 
their chorus is going to be augmented, and 
that fortune has dextroufly afforded you an 
appoctunity of manifefting your gratitude, 
by rendering them a due return for that 
education which you are fb publicly known 
to have had from them. I entreat you to 
exprefs my fincere joy to the mother, in the 
moil iignificant words which you can think 

{q) The woman is a good breeder, who begins by 
bripging fardi a girl. Sf4n. Frov. 

H2 of. 
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of ; and my tender zffo6kioii for the chiid^ by . ' 
a hundred kiffes at leaft : as this right which 
I claim from our twiafliip, cannot, at prefent, 

be fufceptible of any malignant interpre- 

• 

tatioa. 

A friend, well knowing, like all living " 
mortals, my afFe&ionate eagernefs to be 
acquainted with every thing that concerns 
you, has anticipated your information, add 
obliged me extremely by his diligence ; but 
that has not^ however, inclined me to blame 
ypvkr delay. To inilft on a rigorous exa£ti« 
tudc of ceremonial from a poor gentleman 
jufl: brought to bed, would be imreafoiiable 
to .the lafk degree; particularly, from one 
whoin, from long experience, I, know to be 
ppfiefled of fuch a mind and heart, that it 
would be difficult to decide, during the throes 
o£ child-bkthy whether the fufferings of the 
niece, or thofe of the uncle would be the 
greateiL. But now you have vanquiihed the^ 
difficulty of this fiift apprenticelhip, I hope 
you will have, frequent occafions for exer* 
cifing your courage, with much greater 
eale: and am, as I bave ever been, and 
ever ihall be, your moil faithful, &c. * 

Vilfiina, May i> 1769. 

3 LET. 
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J- E T T E R .. XXIV. .; 

* • 

TO THE SAMS. 

« • * 

On Monday evening, the firft of tlie pre«- 
lesit momtby I ient my lervant Jofia to the 
poft-houfe, with my letter of congratulatiou 
for yoor happy lAi^ur^ when he brought 
back, ill exchange, a confirmation of the good 
tidings in your own h^^'-writing,' dated 2ift 
of laft April; I fouad, afit^rthc pkaliire which 
the pemial afforded me^ another pleafure, iu 
perceiving^ that your iaffe(^o.n»te\and impar 
jienttwinfliip had feducedyou to tjike the pen, 
during the firft myfteriou$ dayf pf your par*- 
turition : I am extremely grateful, for the 
jnftice which you have done my Colipitude pi^ 
your accouijt; and accept, with aU due gratir- 
tude, the enviable friendfliip, and patronage, 
id^guov^. Maria, CarlottUpAnna^ Tereja, Pe^ 
trmillay to whom I beg of you to quintuple, 
on my account^ in proportion to her names, 
the embraces, which I conlign to yoa toj 
her ufe, by virtue of our moft clofe (bee iufe 
pleftive) affinity: promifing to rciinburfe 
yp\| in curreijt coin, whenever it ihall [ Icife. 

H3 G^»l' 
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God to permit us to fee each other; a hope,^ 

which notwithftanding all the difficulties, I 
do not mean to renounce^ There wanted 
but a little Ercfypulus to try your patience, 
which for a long time has certainly not beeii 
idle, O my poor Gemello ! — but I recal 
this exclamation : iqch mortals as you are 
in no want of compafliou. Your virtue has 
af!brded fufficient proofs of your knowing, 
not only how to fail before the wind^ but 
how to tack in contrary winds, without 
loofing your ftecrage. And yet, though I 
will not degrade you by my pity, I cannot 
help praying for your tranquillity. I live in 
the greateft intimacy with my mpil conflant 
com]5laints : What would you have me do? 
It is keeping bad company, but I i^ight 
have worfe. Prefent a million of kind com- 
pliments from mc to your dear niece, but 
qualified with the refpedl due to her fublime 
rank among matrons : and never ceaie, on 
your own part, to return the afFedtion of 
your, &c. • 



Though the poet*s letters to the learned 

and worthy Padre MartinL contain nothing 

of 
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q£ importauce to general literature ; yet to 

lovers of Mufic and its hiftory, nothing that 
Qoncer^s this venerable Afa^r^ di C^fulh^ 
can be iudifFerent. Fpr fuch, therefore, \yc 
ih^ give a tranfUitioa pf t)^e followipg fliort 
fetters; to whom they wijl probably afford 
ibtne pleaflire, frpip the mere clrcumftance. 
of two fuch men being in fri^ndihip, a])4 
cpfrefpondcuQc, with each other^ 



LETTER XXV, 

TO FADmS MARTINI? 

Th£ unexpeded misfort\^le which has 
Jiappcned to the worthy Abate del Monte^ 
whicl) inuft already have {urriyed ^t your 
Jcnowledge, is univerfally lamented ; it has; 
retarded miany days the pleafur^ of receiving 
.ypur moft gbliging letter of the ytb of laft 
January, which was delivered tQ me only 
iall week, I feut a ferva^t to him immedi-r 
?itely, with fincere offe/s of my fervices 
\}x any w^y ii) which it was po0ible £qi^ 
p^e to be ufeful ; ^nd he brings nie back , 
the comfortable uqws, that he was as wel^ 
g$ ^t was poflible for a nerfon to be, with ^ 

1^4 broi^w 
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broken leg : which feems to fay, that the 
cune will not be flow, nor be attended with 
any incouvenieut confequences. As fbon as» 
ever- he is viiibk, I (hall vifit him in perfbn, 
in fpite of near two hundred fteps, which it 
will be neceffary to afccnd, in order to 
attain hisf aerial habitation. 
• I am extremely impatient, not only for 
the fecond volume of your meift learned 
Hifiory^ but for the Duets and which 
you make us hope : and I fhould be ex- 
tremely proud, if 1 were able to fuaiifli you 
with any thing inedited towards your lauda- 
ble undertaking ; but whatever I write, be- 
ing \>y order and for the ufe of the court, is 
performed and prmted immediately ; or^ if 
fufpended by fome accident, the production 
is laid by for a future occafion ; and | am 
not at hberty to pubUfli it. . 

Take care of youffelf, for the honour of 
our dear Italy ; and believe me always, with 

the moft ^uft and refpcftful cfteem. 
• • • 

Vienna, February 22) I J^68^ 
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LETTER XXVI. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

I FOUND on my table, a few days ago, 
the fecond volume of the moft learned 
work of my very worthy Tadre Martini \ 
and this mornings an admirable letter 
£rom him, without knowing who was the 
benevolent bearer. But as I could not be 
ignorant of the friendly and generous hand 
from which fuch a precious gift, and fuch an 
obliging letter, came, I haAen to acknow- 
ledge the inftrudion I receive from the one, 
^nd the plealiire afiforded me by the other. 
J fliall profit from this work, as much as the 
narrow limits of my mufical knowledge ex- 
tend; and ihall procure that juilice to be 
rendered to it, which is due to the oracle of 
}iarniony. After theie efiulions of gratitude, 
iny next bufinefs is to entreat the continu- 
ance of your partiality, as if I could ftill 
doubt of it, after the teflimunies which I 
have received. But it is my duty to afTure 
the illuftrious donor, of the high eftimation 
in which I hold bis gift, and of the lively 

wifli 
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wilh with which I am impreH;, to merit, iq 
ibanp way or other, his obliging attentions, 

Yiciuiai March 4, ^7lh 

LETTER XXVir. 

TO tHB SAME. 

Yesterday was configned to mc, by 
Sigaor Antonio Baroni^ the new. dillertation 
De ufu progrejjionis geometricce in Mufica \ and 
with the utmoft eagernels I inftantly begaiv 
the perufal : but I Iboii law that it was a* 
kind of reading that I was not qualified t<r 
go through with, haflily. With due atten-- 
tion, I hope, however, to acquire from it 
all the pleafure and inftru6lion of which my 
intelligence is capable. In the mean time, 
accept my moft grateful {iiaiiks for the pre- 
cious gift : wiftiing you, reverend and learned 
Sir, a long enjoyment of that life atid health, 
which you fo laudably employ in iacreafing 
the luftre of our country ; believe me to be 
with affection, gratitude, and eileem, iaz* 

It will probably afford feme gratification 
to the lovers of Eugliib poetry, who arc 
zealous for the honour of our countrymen, 
to bQ made agqwinted with the. cfFcft which. . 

a peruia.^ 
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a penifai o( Italian tranilation of Young's 

Nigbt Thoughts y had on a man of Metaftafio's 
^xquifite ufte and fpi^nd judgment. There 
is only one letter in the colledion^ addrefled 
to the perfbn to whom this poet conifiiles his 
f^ntiments. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

TO DOCTOR GIUSEPPE BOTTOKI. 

I HAVE perufed with avidity, and infinite 
pleafure, which I never expected to receive 
from excefs of melancholy, the iirft fix Night 
Thoughts of the celebrated poet Young, in 
your elegant yerfion^ and am extremely 
grateful to you for enabling me to have a 
knowledge of the Engliih Mufes, in fpite of 
my involiintary ignorance of this excellent 
language. . Thanks to your afliftance, I 
have underllood, andadjiiired, thefe poems to 
fuch a degree, that they did not feem at all 
to bay.e changed their drefs. I have not 
pbferved i|i your tranflation, any of thofe 
uncertain and fervile flrokesof the pencil, 
)vhich ufually diftinguifh a copy from an 
priginal i and am perfuaded^ that if the fub-« 

lime 
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lime author had fung on the banks of the^ 

Arno, he would have exprejQTed his thoughts 
in that flowing, clear^ and not>le manner; 
and with that coiiftant and varied harmony, 
with which you have fo wonderfully tranf- 
lated and enriched him. I can eaiiiy com- 
prehend what infinite pains fuch a difficult 
talk muft have coft you ; but it feems well 
worthy of your labour. The extraordinary 
merit of this excellent writer appears, even 
in his defedb ; for notwithftanding the want 
of order and connexion, his frequent repe* 
titions, determined obftinacy in always 
(hewing the dark fide of every objecft:, and 
unwiUingneis to condu<^ us to virtue by any 
other' way, than that of delpair; in fpItC' 
(I fay) of thefe oppreffivc circumftances,-hc 
fcizes on the reader, and tranfports him juft 
whither he pleales. 

He always thinks for himfelf, profoundly, 
and with grandeur. His colouring is vivid, 
vigourouS, and fplendid; fo that the abun- 
dance Oi his beauties, makes overlook his 
imperfedlions ; as we are too much dazzled 
by the magic of Reubens's polourin^, to fg^ 
the defe£fe of his deiVn. 

May the favours o£ Apollo with which 
vou have been blcffed; continue during the 

progrefs 
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progrefs of a work fo admirably begun ; and 
may I be ftill indulged with your partiality. 

Vienna, May 23, I77i« 

To the following correfpondcnt of this pe- 
riod ( 1 771) no more than one letter feems to 
have been prefervcd ; but as we obtain by it 
MetaAaiio's opinion^ on a fubje£l as curious in 
politics, as that of the preceding letter in po- 
etry, it feems well worthy of infertion here. 

LETTER XXIX- 

TO SIGNOR D. GIACOMO MARTORELLr. 

I never doubted, Sir, but that Baron Van 
Swietenj in his anfwer, would render you all 
due juAice ; but I am extremely pleaied to 
fee my expeflatlons fo fully verified in the 
copy traniinitted to me, and to find in what 
high eftimation your opinions and writ- 
ings are held by fo enlightened a judge ; as 
you may place entire confidence in the appro- 
bation beftowed upon you by a man lb can- 
did, frank, and of a temperament fo entirely 
hoftile to flattery. 

I am extremely obliged^ as you may well 
imagine, by the trouble which you ha\c 
taken to fend me the epigram lately come 

from 
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from the liland of Barataria(r). Your ciVi- 
iitj to it inclines me to imagine^ that you 
think k my own ; it will not therefore be de- 
cent for me to pafs ieutence upon it» having 
not yet learned to fwim or flfli in the troubled 
waters of critical feas. A very learned adept 
in the imperial library^ to whom I commu* 

' nicated the epigram, believes the author of it 
to have been a Greek and not a Roman: found- 
ing his opinionupon the error which, according 
to him, cannot be that of the ilone-cutter, 
and upon fome phrlfcs which feem to him 
traiifpofed. I ihall procure a eopy of the li« 
terary journal of Florence, and without fear 
of being deceived, ihall believe what is there 
determined concerning it. 

With refpe£l to this part of the world, li- 
terature of every kind is a merchandiie for 
which there is no vent; and the phyfical rca- - 
fonforit is, the enormous and ruinous military 
lyftem, which obliges the fovereigns, whe- 
ther they will or no, in order to defend them- 

' felves from each other,, to impoverifli both 
themfelves and their iiibje£b. And as there 
is no other road by which individuals can 
expedl advancement, lb princes would be 

(r) Alluding to the tranflationof a GreekEpigram, which 
afterwards appeared among his pofthumous worJcs* 

thought 
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tholight reprehenfible curators of the public 

fecurity, if the leaft part of that revenue were 

appropriated to the honour of Minerva, which 

is hardly fufficient for the expences of Mars. 

And this too indilputable truth, is the clear 

iblution of innumerable problems » my dear 

Sig. Martorelli, which appear inexplicable. 

Vienna, Auguft 19. 1771. (1) 

Of the many prints engraved of Metaftafio, 
1 have never feen one that did juftice, either 
to his features or expreffion. And the Poety 
in the following letter to a Roihan painter, 
who applied to him for a print, or the copy of 
a pidure, which refembled him the moft, 
ieems to have thought himfelf little obliged 
to the artifts who had made him the fubjed 
. of their labours* 

(i) The reader will recoiled, by attending to this date, 
the fituation of' Germany at the time thefe reflexions were 
made: die long and ruinous war between Aullria and Pruf-» 
fia, and the mutual jealoufy which thore powers entertained 
of each other, Teem to have difcouragcd and baniihed almoft 
every art, but that of flaughter. But nowy in greater dan* 
ger from the arms and principles of France, than the fears 
or ambition of each other, though united among themfelves, 
their whole attention and reibufces are necefiarily pointed 
to the fecurity, not only of the government, religion and 
laws of the feveral ftates, but the poffeflions, liberty, and 
lives, of individuals, more important and iblid bieiiings, than 
literature or the fine artt f 

LET- 
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LETTER XXX- 

TO SIGNOR FRANCESCO CARDINAJLI. 

Fame, which blazons the merit of others^ 

however couflant and univerial, is, however^ 
but too frequently the mere effeft of chance 
and good fortune ; hence that which procures 
me the favour of your choice, may very 
probably be of this kind; but too rigorous 
an examination into motives, may not be for 
the advantage of my feif-love; and being in- 
debted to good fortune for the acquifition of 
your partiality, I fhould not have iufficient 
courage to take much pains, in analyzing and 
deftroying it. 

Impreffed with a due fenfe of my obliga- 
tion to you, for the honour you do me, by 
wifhing to give my portrait a place among 
the iilullrious men whom you propofe to copy, 
I cannot, in gratitude, help praying to heaven, 
that by thus exalting me, you may not dif- 
grace your own taftc and judgment. 

It is moil certain, tliat my pi£lure in tlie 
obfervatory of the Arcades at Rome, was fcnt 
thither by myfelf, from Vienna, attherequeil 
of Prince D. Sigifmondo Ghtgi\ and likewile 
that it was carefully copied from that which 

• wag 



Digitized by 



C > 

^as.once thought to refemble meitUfc mofi; . 

but it feems as if I had no great reafon to be 
proud of it. In that which I iiiclofe, you will 
find the features of my peruke and band per- 
fediy exprefled; but not thoib of my face. 

Yet it did not feem ufelefs to feud it, as ex- 
ternaly but true tnrcumflimces, however tri- 
vial^ frequently xx)utfibute to iugg€& the. air 
of an abfcnt countenance. 

/ ; Vienna, December 9, 1771- 

There are feveral fliort letters of civility 
in the coUeAioh, from tiie bard to this paint- 
er; who feems to have merited his eileem^ 
by the modefty and relied with which he ad-^ 
drefled him. 

# 

•* The candour and moJefty with which 
you expreis yourfelf, have not only confirm- 
ed, but confiderably encreafed my efteem for 
you: as thefe quaUties have their intrinfic and 
real value, without the afiiilance of opinion 
' or (Chance. I congratulate you on the poflef^ 
lion of fuch quaUties, and perhaps more on 
my own account than yours, as they have ren- 
dered the poffeffion of your partiality a more 
valuable acquifition. 

The following letter faf this period, will 
afford the reader au opportunity of knowing 
VOL. Ill/ I Metafc 
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Metaftafio's ideas of a perfedl Canzone, or dc« 
taohed ibng of many ifauizas. 

« 

LETTER XXXI- 

TO THE MARQUIS CARLO VALENTt, 

uf4m a CoHzone written by P, Sanbonifacio, ibfi 
Jefuit, cn the Emprefs ^en*s birtb^tU^. 

Whoever was the author of the Canzone 
which you have been pleafed to iend me, has 
great reafon to be grateful to the mufes for 
the partial afliftance which they have afford- 
ed him» in this pleaiing and ingenious produc- 
tion. It is at once poetical, clear, ' noble, 
harmonious, rich in imagery and ideas, and 
manifefts, throughout, the efFefts of that art, 
which the writer ib dexteroufly and perfedly 
has contrived to conceal. But what has af- 
forded me the moft pleaiure, is the author^s 
exqullite judgment, which difcovers itfelf 
both in the choice of his fubjed, and in the 
ikilful manner of arranging iiis materials; 
which be has diverfified without multiplying 
them, and formed into a whole, where no- 
thing is wanting or fuperabundant ; I congra- 
. tulate him on his fuccefs; and while I render 
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JfotI tny beft Uianks for this iiiew and obliging 
teftimoaj of your remembrauce, permit me 
to remind you of thk conftant and ancient 
re{pe&» with which I iiave always been, and 

ever fliall be, &;c. 

Vlennai June lO. 1771* 

We fliall now return to the Poet's corref- 

pondence with Sig* Saverio Mattei of Na- 
ples, with whom he generally diicufies lite* 
rary fubjeds more amply, than with moft of 
his other correfpondents. 

LETTER. XXXIl. 

TO SIGNOR 8AYEEIO MATTEI* 

Thougi^ you always avail yourfelf of a 
period equal to the time which I have fufier* 
ed to elapie in aiifwering your laft letter, I 
lubmit with patience, while I know you arc 
fulfilling the duties of a parent and a philo- 
fbpher. And I rejoice extremely, that you 
havequitted the tirefome toils of the bar, which 
obliged you to exercife your talents at the ex- 
pence of more luminous and fruitful employ* 
ments; I hope thefe are the preludes to a 
iwes of au^icious events; and that, for once, 

I a fortune 
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fortune iviHl be ohiiged to imste with jufHcifl^ 
in favouring merit. 

I fcrcciv^ tbie partiality of fnendfliip in aS 
you lay q£ my Ruggiero^, and the pleafure 
which this difcovery affords me^ is a confbla- 
tioft more flattering, than the confciouihefsr 
of fujperior merit could produce. But what- 
leror my poor x^rama may be, its worth wilf 
certain^ receive no encreafe by the r.eJ^e£l 
ihewa to theSingers-of the prefent times; re- 
duced by their own fault to the ranjc of per- 
formers of Intermezzi, or bufFoou interludes 
between the ieveral dances, which are now 
become more intcrefling than the ads of an 
opera^ For the Dancers having ufurped the 
art of counterfeiting the affections, and of 
reprefe&ting homan actions, have .jufily ac^ 
. quired the attention of the people, which the 
H)thcr8 4mvc as juftly loft. For contenting 
themfelves with grating the ears of the audi- 
. ence with a vocal Sonata^ which is called an 
Air, often very o&niive, they leave, to the 
Dancers the talk of occupying the mind and 
heart of the fpe^latots, by which they faate^ 
reduced our theatre to a fhamefui and intolcr- 
. able jumble of inco^gnitties. 

Vienna, M<iy30. ijyi* 

^ * > * 

L E T- 
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TO THE SAI^E. 

Though I am become caUoi^ hy long 
^ife, to the mai^ling of my poor dramas^ yet 
.your friendly compaiiion, in preventing inpn* 
ftrous w^ns from fpriogiag out of my Ezio^ 
has obliged nie extremely. The ^uartetio 
which you have written, i$ decent^ conveni- 
/Cnt, jind happy ; and if it is well treated by 
&it compoiex and performers, I believe it will 
have a good eiFe£t in the reprefentation. lo*- 
deed it will render the iecond fi£l Ibmewhat 
barren of airs, in which the (wo principal 
perfonages will have but one Dong a-piece ; 
which would have bee^ thought iacrilege, 
when I wrote the opera ; but at prefent, when 
the heroic Singer^ h^ve ceded tq the Dancers 
the precedency of reprefctttation ; ^n4 when, 
by virtue of ^liis eeffion, ithey are degraded 
tp the performance of a kind of aj^ tunes be- 
tween the Several Ballets, the more a dnima is 
x:u.t dowoj the lefs piattc^ remaji^s t9 exerci& 
the patience of the (pedators* On the other 
hand, i( is^ a falfe fuppoiition, I ,eyc|' 
ISrrpte a Sttfartct for Ezio^ or th | ipy.er v^r 

I I ^Ujefted 
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qucfted one; though it is moft true, that lam, 

«nd ever (h^^U be» &c. &c. 

Viennsii September tS, 1771, 

,.J- E T T 5 R XXXIV. 

* TO THE 8AMS. 

. I HAVE already received advice, that a copy 

of the fpur th volume of your Pfalms, diredled to 
jne, is on the road ; aiid I feel the utmoft im« 
patience for enriching myfelf with the pof- 
ieilion of this new treafure. Not doybtin^ 
but this will furpafs iu merit its elder brothers; 
as the extraordinary vigour of your genius, 
is conAantly on the increaie, though its for^ 
iner efforts iTurpafled the common ftandard^ 
I. had hoped, that your friendly compla-* 
coney would have fecondcd my well-known 
repug^ance,( whether it proceeded from weak* 
nefs or reafon) to the publication of my 
private letters*. But I fee, that availing 
yourfclf rigoraufly of the rights which youir 
merit gives you over my will, you have 
freely gone to work, and ipared me the dif- 
trefs of doubtful delibeititlon. The worft of 
it is, that by a£ling in this n^anner, you have 
jnanifcfted an opinion of my productions far 
above their valud, for which 1 know not 
whether I ought to grieve pr rejoice. Yet 

J know 



Digili/eu by 



r "9 ) 

know extremely well, that whatever vexation 

it may have coil me, my fufFerings are fuper- 
abundantly paid by the enviable friendihip of 
one like you : wiflxiug therefore for its con« 
tiuuance, I am, 

Vieiina, Marfh 15^ xyya* 

ft 

LETTER XXXV. 

■ ; TO THB SAME, 

I HAVE run through the fourth volume of 
your admirable veriidn of the Pialms^ y^hich 
you have Ip oj^ligingly feat fp^, with, avi* 
dity, attention, delight, and profit, fKoai the 
title-page to the fage and learned letter^ 
which you have addrefled to the Aiate Spar^ 
^sumiy and find myfelf amply rewarded for 
the long impatience with which I was tor-? 
mented» during the expedation of their ar« 
rival. All feem extremely worthy of the 
preceding volume^ ^ hay > perhaps from the 
force of novelty, feme of your reafoning, as 
jiift as unexpeded» has ilruck and iurprifed 
me ftill more efFedlually, In the 90th pfalm, 
' (our 91ft) for inftance, not only the lively 
and bright colouring of the tranflation, but 
(he^dmirable diifertationon th^JMkr^ianDa^ 

14 mofl^ 



mcnf{^^) from whofe infidious arts, In order 
to be able to defend myfelf fuificiently, I 
have learned from you even to doubt of my 
own exiftence: the happy apology with 
which you exonerate David (pf. 109th)* 
from the odium of the atrocious imprecations 
which are ufually attributed to him, fb inju- 
rioufly to his benign charafter (u) : the 

nobl?^ 

^t) « The ficknefs that dcftroyeth in-the noon-day.*' pf. 
91. V. 6. Signer M^tteii after giving the different opiniona 
df th» fiMliey» arid «QillineiltAtM oa the MtridUm.D^emnx 
iemns'chiefly to adhere to the opinion of. Grotiuc, as the 
moft fimple folution of the difficulty; who fuppofed this 
T^drHon to imply the Sun, qui itinaranuhui in Palajiin^ 
^HMf^miialk-ffi, :Thi»idettma vi]7likdyfi»flink^ai( 
Xt|iHaiv ;w|(^draadi nMiing mote ^han Hdlp^ itl fihi 
•*the arrow that flyeth by day/' (v. 5 of the fame^pf.) or 
more vulgarly, the noontide devil. The peftilence ia- 
^ided^dn the Gitelcs ^ the fiege of Troy comes ftom tfa^ 

The infulted fire (his God*s pecaiiar Care) 
To Phtebus pray'd, wi- fb^bus hwd^tbepra^; . 
A dreadful plague enfites^ th' avenging darts 
InceHant lly, and pierce the Grecian hearts. 

Pope's II, b. i. 494. 

TM tfrM iWAi 
plhbi daritneis," is likewife at figtiradve expraffion, that 

very intelligible to the inhabitants of hot climates. 

(u) This is done by afTigning tp the Enemy of David, the 
impretations oif this pf. from y. 5, to i8* inftead of fup<* 
pofmg them la ccmie fmn the royd Pfitmift himfelfi 

who 
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nobk facility at^ fes^tures of ibe origiiiaV 
^rijfcan iamentatim^ wl^ch you have ha4 

the dexterity to transfufc into our language j 
the fine- poetical fervor which ref gas in th^ 
Sadpfahn ; the clcarnefsandconneftion\ylucl^ 
bos beeii:4i&0YeFedia the 84th9 86di, io5th^ 
^nd 113th pf4|ms; the. variety ^iid Ijpirit 
of the ^laagery with which the rcprefenta* 
pom of pature afe de£:ri^ed in tjie io2dan4 
J 03d pfalms; the truly beautiful, as well as; 
inor^lihi^t cantata, into wluchyouhavecom^ 
preiTed the 99thpJ(a|m ; the dirama whichyoi^ 

lutve ifigenioufljr difcqyered and.dfsmoQr 

^ ilrated iath^ 1 1 7 th pfalm| aud {ly^X to tire you 
with an iiccount of the whole volume) in 
ihort| every thing has furprifed me tp .inch 

who v« 3* <f For ti^e love that I had mito them, / 
^y lalEeipvr myc^ntiaiyiKut: (nuI give myfelf ums) 
prayer. Thus have they rewarded me evil for good : and 

hatred for my good wiIl.'*-Then follow the maledidtions of 
his enemy — after which, v. 19, he retorts the curfes of hi^ 
Ibes on tiiemfe|ves. <<Let it thus hap|ica from die Lord 
iHilci mine enemies,** te^— 'This (blution is ib eafy and 
iatisfadorji tliat it feems wonderfu) iiot to have b^en at al^ 
times the general opuiion of divines and commentators; 
but die firft time that I (bund diis opinion fupported, was 
by the late learned and Rev. Mr Keate, in a fcrmon which 
he preached at Chelfea College Chapel, before cither of us 
had km Mmtkh P(aUnS| and when I had only diicovered 
{n this letter of Metafla(ks diat an'apology had been made 
for David, by Saverio Mattci, without knQwing ia what i| 
fonlificd* 

adegrcQ 

Digitized b^jttbogle 



( ) 

a degree, and furnifiied mc with fuch ncv/ 
proofs of your enviable vigour, vaft learning, 
and numerous and wonderful talents, that 
I ihall very frequently repeat the pera- 
fal of this volume, being always certain of 
acquiring in it, new tnlbiidiony and new 
pleafure. 

' I ought to beftow a word or two on the 
gratuitous praifes with which you fo gene* 
roully honour me, in your printed letters, 
and in the courfe of this work ; but thele 
certain proofs of your partiality are not ablq 
to appeafe my remorfe at iiich a uiurpation : 
lo that not to awaken it, I affure you of m^ 
ierious gratitude ; but a$ laconically as po^ 
fible. 

You have been pleafed, at all hazards, tQ 
enrol me among Controvertijisj by printing 
my letters concerning ancient mufic, whicl> 
I had moft privately addreiTed to you, in pure 
obedience, God forgivQ you ! but for my owu 
part, I cannot ; nor (hall I ever diffemble 
my invincible repugnance to.a bufinefs fo fu- 
perior to my phyfical powers, as well as ab- 
horrent to my dilpofuion and inclination. 
Confolcmc, Sir, at leaft, by the continuance 
of your afFcdtion, and judge of mine, by thQ 

refigiution with which 1 am, &:c. 

Vienna, April 7th, 177a* 

LET,, 
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1^ E T T E R XXXVI. 

TO THE SAME 

I DiKBCT my letter to Naples^ whither I 

hope you are length returned, after four 
months abfehce ; a time equally taken up by 
your books in travellingt which you fent to 
roc before your departure, but wWch only 
arrived here Uil week. Indulging my im* 
patience, I began with your theatrical difler- 
tation^.to which I gave the preference for 
^ thouf^nd re^fous. It is a fublime work, 
and worthy of you; nor is it admirable 
merely from the profound learning of the 
writer, but much more fbfrom the marvellous 
knowledge of the moft recondite myfteries 
of the ftage, unknown to the majority even 
of thofe who profei^ ^e art. But what 
flatters me the mofl, is the accidental coin- 
cidence of our notions concerning the anci- 
!pnt and modern draipa. The Ipontaneous 
opinion of one like you, gives me courage, 
and renders me proud of my own : and I 
flow regard thofe learned, but moft inexpeit 
Piritics, who differ from us, as entirely con* 
futed. If I were to undertake the pointing 
put all the palTages of your diifertation that 

are 



^re worthy of praifc, this letter would not 
pnly equal it, but furp^is it, in Azfi^ The 
folid demonftrations with which you have 
removed all the mfiiprerable difficulties ii| 
widerftanding the poetics of Ariftotle an4 
Horace, iufficiently to render them ufe&l ia 
praftice : the gut with which you havQ ex- 
pofed the abfiirdity of reducing the unity of 
^hcp, tQ the ua^ row Uff^it^ of a chamber or 
plofet : the torrent of paffages from Greek 
draooasa with whiph you juftify and compare 
jpW dramatic J^uets^ and Trios : the hap? 
py as well as difficult verfion of the beauti« 
ful ^pcne in the Hecuba of Euripides ; the 
generous modefty of giving the preference 
Jo pay cantatas over your own : jhe jpaafterly 
analyfis of the firft fqen^ of Artaxerxesj and 
^at of S(xtus and ^itm ; and ever^ pne of 
your fage philofophical coniider^tiQns, would 
f equire a prolpc ^nd dij^^fd chapter. But^ 
J>cgShig your pardon, I (jannot^ however, apr 
prove that manifei): excels of partiality, in 
my favour, which feigns \i\ evpry period^ 
You^ by this means, expofe yourfelf to the 
f ontradi6Uoas of thole whp hav^ their rea- 
^ns for not being of your opinion : and at, 
^e fame time^ pxpofe your friend^ by the 
poft violent temptations of vanity, to quit 

that 
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tkkt mo3eft courfe which it is his duty td 
fleer, teibptations from whidh lie is the 
lefs Ifleely to defend himfelf, when aflailed 
hy a perfon armed with fuch leannng and ^ 
fcducing eloqucncci • - • 

I ftouM 'fity much mbre, if I did not fear 
that my mo& iincere prai^es woidd run the 
tiik off bting conftraed intD a mepcantile re* 
ilitmioh of thofa with which you have 
voluntarily honoured mc ; fo that, embracing 
you with my uiiial afiedion, I commit to 
your perfpicacity, the care of invefligating, 
raid of figuring to yoturfelff my ^eem and 
'gratitude. 

* After the above was written, your letter, 
/dated from Naples, arrived. Beiides the 
ttfiial 'feciilty which all your letters poflefi^ 
of <;onibliiig, exhilerating, and of meriting 
my gratitude ; this laft, which informs me 
of "your liappy return to Naples, in perfe& 
health, after a long and inconvenient pcre- 
granation, has -every title to mydtanks; as it 
aifures me, that no inaufpicious circumflances 
liaveiflius long deprived me of the latisfadion 
of hearing from you : as your family cares and 
•> afFediions, have had a confiderable fhare of 
' your time, of which you kindly gave me an 
account, and as the exceiHve impetus of 

3 ibme 
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fbme expreffions of fricndfhip iu this letteif 
enables stie to judge of that regard . which 
occafioned it. I am extremely grateful^ as 
indeed I ought td be, not only on theie bc* 
counts, but for the afluraiice with which you 
have gratified me, of the fovourable remem- * 
brauce of the admirable princeis of BeU 
mante; yet concerning the inftanccs which 
you give, I muft in all modefly and decorum 
be fileut. 

O how many fweet and exhilerating ideas 

has your account, my dear Signor SaveriOj of 
Magna Gr^ccia, awakened in my mind! 
Renovatingall the happinefs of childhood and 
adoleicence, which I enjoyed in that country, 
. no lefs ufeful than pleaiing ! It has brought 
again to my view all thofe objefts with which 
I was then fo much delighted. 1 have again 
inhabited the little chamber where the ex- 
treme proximity of marine murmurs lulled 
me for many months, fo delightfully to 
fleep, I have, in fancy, crofled the neigh- 
bouring fca in a bark to Sca/ea: all the 
names and afpe6ts of Ctrel/a, Behidere^ Ce-- 
traroj md Pao/a, have been brought back to 
my mind : I have again heard the venerated . 
voice of the celebrated philofopher Canpre/e, 
who adapting Iximfelf, in order to inftru£l 
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ttiQf to my weak ftate^ coiiduded m^, as it 
were by the hand, through the vortices of 
the ingenious De/cartes^ at that time in high 
favour with philofophers, and of which he 
was a furious aiTerter; and indulging my 
childifh cuiiofity, now demouftratkig with 
wax, in a kind of iport, how globes were 
formed by the fortuitous concourfe of atoms : 
now exciting my admiration by the enchant- 
ing experiments of Dioptrics. I feem ftill 
to lee him labour to convince me, that his 
little dog was only a machine : and that the 
trine dimenfion was a fufficient definition of 
folid bodies. And I ftill fee him laugh, after 
plunging nie for a long time in dark medi- 
tation, and making me doubt of every things 
in proving that I breathed, by his Ego cogito^ 
^^g^ fa^ • invincible argument of cer- 
tainty, which I defpaired of ever again de- 
monftratino:. 

But you have roufed a horhet^s neil, ib 
that I find myfelf as much furrounded by 
remembrances and a wifli to communicate 
them, as you by the literary and law cafes 
with which you were affaulted at your re- 
turn : fo that not to rob you of the. time ne- 
ccflary for thefe more uleful and neceflary 

conii* 
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confiderations^ I embrdc^ you afic&ionateljf^ 
tad le^te jon in peace* 

Vieaoat September i| 1772^ 

LETTER XXXVIL 

TO THE SAMEi 

In your obliging letter of the 12th of lafi 
Odober, you courteoufly thank me, dear Sir^ 
for the pleafure and profit which I had re- 
ceived from the attentive perufal of the fourth 
volume of your iUuftrious and learned work« 
Now who would not purchafe the right of 
a creditor upon luch eafy terms i You, how- 
eveir, continue to give me fimilar opportu- 
0ities ; but aflure yourfelf, that you wiU 
ways encreafe the load on yo\u: own ihoul- 
ders by fuch debts. For my part, I (hall 
Repeat all I have formerly faid, adding, that, 
among other tilings, I have particularly ad- 
mired the mafterly, .inftru6iive, and very 
elegant ibnnet, which I h^ave met with at 
the end of the obfervations upon the i loth 
Pialm ^ and have there oblerved the natu- 
ral analogy, which is ufual between plants 

and their fruits. I beg of you to con- 
gratulate 
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gratulate the reipedlable author of it, in 
my name, when you have an opportunity ; 
as I now felicitate you yourfelf on the ten- 
der, grateful, and exemplary difpofitlon of 
your own good heart, towards fo worthy 
a father. 

' I am ibrry that your engagements at the 

bar, have confined you to the city, and de- 
prived you, this year, of the refrefhment of 
your ufual autumnal holidays in the country. 
But this convincing proof of the juft repu- 
tation which your abilities have acquired, a 
little fbftcns the idea of many prefent incon- 
veniences, by thinking of thofe fplendid and 
tranquil advantages, which I fb ardently 
wifhed and prefage* When, very long ago, 
under the dire6lion of the celebrated advo- 
cate and, afterwards, councellor, Cajlag^ 
nola(x)^ I kept thefe courts my felf, I learned 
the following axiom, which I have never 
iince found reaibn to doubt; that the helds of 
Themis^ (goddefs of juftice, law,) produce in 
the beginning to the cultivators there (in 
Naples) nothing but knavery and mere fa- 
tigue ; but, afterwards, in the middle of their 
career, when indeed they have other labours, 

ix) This is the Neapolitan civilian, whom moft of 

* 

Metaftafio's biographers called Pailitttu 

VOL. III. K but 
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but which produce fruits proportioned to 
their toils, they luxuriate in a fpontaneous 
and conftant fecundity, exempt from labour. 
From their laft defirable Aage I believe you, 
my dear Sir, at prefent, not very remote, 
I beg you to refpeft and fulfil my vaticina- 
tion ; and to perfevere in believing me to 

Vienna) Nov, 9, 1772* 
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is E C T I O N lit 

Xt was in the Summer of this year, 177^^ 
that I gratified both my curiofity and my 
heart, by frequently vifitiiig and converfing 
with the great lyric bard at Vienna; and 
though an account of thefe, to me, moil 
agreeable vifits and converfations, has been 
already given to the public in my German 
Itour (vol. I.) yet I (haU here tiy to recoU 
le6i what has. been omitted in that relation* 
During my rcfidence in that city, I diA 
covered that the poet was not more admired 
for his extraordinary public talents, than 
beloved and refpe6ted for his private virtues 
and charafter. The few innocent fingulari- 
ties which have been aicribed to him, for 
which he .frequently accounts in his letters^ 
were fb amply compenfated, by his conftant 
probity, politeneis, friend(hip, and philan* 
throphy, that I heard nothing but his praifes 
from peribns of every rank^ whenever his 
name was occaiionally mentioned. He feems 
to have fupported dignity without pride ; and 
to have acquired univerial admiration with- 
but vanity or indire£l means. His private^ 

K a tranquil' 
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trati(]uil, and unvaried habits of life^ allowed 

him no opportunities for the pra£lice of thofc 
fublime^ Iplcndid, and heroic virtues of 
courage, patriotifm, magnanimity, forti- 
tude, clemency, and beneficence, which be 
has fo admirably defcribed and illufh-ated ixi 
his dramatic works ; but. there can be no 
doubt of their exiftence in his heart, whence 
his fentiments fb manifeftly appear to have 
flowed. The private, domeftic, and ibcial 
virtues of filial and fraternal affe^lion, friend- 
ihip, philanthrophy, urbanity, probity, ho« 
nour, and general benevolence, feem never 
to have been praftifed with more conftancy 
and devotion, than by our bard ; who has 
been as juftly, as emphatically, called, by one 
of his countrymen, not only tie pott^ but the 
philofopher of the heart (j). 

The monotonous manner in which he 
Ipent his life during his long refidcnce at 
Vienna, has been ridicuted, and thought in« 
fipid, by perturbed ipirits; but to the ad- 
mirers of his writings and virtues, it will 
not be indifferent to know how he palTed 
his time, which was in a way fb regu- 
lar and conftant, that there were few per-* 
ibns at Vienna unacquainted with it. 

He 
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He ftudieJ daily from eight o'clock in the 
nuNming, till noon. Then viiited his friends, 
and thofe families and individuals from 
whom he had received civilities. Dined 
at two; and at five received his moft 
ikmiliar and Intimate friends. At nine, in 
Summer, he went out in his carriage, .vilited^ 
and fbmetimes played at Ombre^ a game 
which he liked better than thofe of mere . 
chance, as it afforded him fome exercife of 
mind in calculation. Men acQuftomed to 
think, make their amufements contribute to 
mental improvement. 

IJc returned home at ten o'clock ; fupped, 
and went to bed before eleven. In his co^« 
vernation he was cpnflantiy chearful ; fanci- 
ful, playful, and fometimes poetical, in hi^ 
difcourfe, as well as in his letters ; never lar-r 
caftic or difputatious ; totally devoid of 
puriofity concerning the public of private 
fcandal in circulation, the n^orallty of hisi 
fentiipents relembled that of his life. His 
anfwers were elegant, acute, and ingenious ; 
occaiionally learned without pedantry ; and 
full of intereiling and applicable anecdotes 
of paft and preient times. In confidence 
with few, but polite to all. His aifcdion 
i(pf ]4s countrymen was great,, ^nd extended 
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to ecclefiaftics, painters, muficians, poe^s, 
and minifters of Italian ftates, who were ail 
fure of his kiiidnefs and good offices/ His 
liberality ' was exadly proportioned to his 
means : he feemed to wifh for wealth for no 
other purpofe than to fupply his own wants, 
without iuperfluity, and thofe of neceffitous 
friends. He prefented the Improvifatore 
Talaffi, with twelve Sequins, and recom- 
mended him to the attention of the great, 
for higher patronage. His charafter was 
never ftained with any vice, or illiberal pro- 
penfities. His fcnfibility inclined him to the 
paflion of love ; but as it was iincere, it 
became a bridle to itfelf, and a ftimulus to 
virtue ; as his whole life and writings have 
maniielted, 

Un amur vrai /atts feinte ft fimf CMpriee 

Eft en effet le plus grand fre'in du vice', 
Dans fis liens qui /fait Je retenir^ 
Eft bonnite bommef ouva U devinir, 

VOLTAIRB- 
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The fureft check to pravity of mind 
Is love fincere, to no caprice configii'd; ^ 
Whoever in his heart admits the gueft 
Or has no vice, or foon will vice deteft* 

From 
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From a natural love of order and regu- 
larity (fays the Abate Taruffi) {z) even to 
fcrupulofity, he ufed invariably to perform 
the fame offices each day at almoft the fame 
inftant ; and in his own defence, he would 
tell thofe who contemned fuch exaditude as 
contracted and frivolous, that h^ had always 
found the regular diftribution of time, not 
pnly contributed to bodily healthy but tp fere-p- 
nity of mind, 

Among his moft agreeable evening occupa*- 
tions, the literary couvcrfations with his two 
ancient and confidential friends, Count Canak^ 
and Baron Hagen^ feem to have held the 
firft place ; thefe grave and learned perfon- 
ages, eminent for erudition and probity, 
were attached to him by all the ties of good 
taftc and fimilar affedions, Greek, Lntiut 
Italian, and French writers of the firft clafs, 
continued during many years to exercife the 
critical acumen pf this illuftrious triumviT 
rate. 

Among the lively farcafms agaialT: our 
inoxious bard, it has been faid, that the fmall- 
pox, qld age, ficknefs, and death, were never 

(%) Ebgi9 diWAb. Mtu^afa. The author of this. 
Eulogium lived m ihc ^teft iatimacy with the poet at 

Vienna^ diMring many years. 
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to be mentioned in his prefence; but we 

find them all frequently mentioned in hij% 
letters, by himfelf. 

Even his not learning the German lan- 
guage during the many years he refided at 
Vienna, admits of fbme apology. His 
favour at the Imperial court, and fame 
throughout Europe, depended on Jais Italian 
poetry ; and it is moft probable, that he was 
fearful of corrupting his native language hj 
ufnig another, too frequently, in converfa- • 
tion. Every Englifhman muft know, that 
all foreigners who rcfidc a confidcrable 
time in our country, if they leam our Ian* 
guage fufficiently to, converfe in it, iboa 
loofe the purity of their own, by a mixture of 
the two tongues, and by frequently thinking 
in the one, and ipeaking in the other. I 
have never known a French governeis, or 
teacher at a boarding-fchool, who, in fix or 
feven years refidence here, has not loft as 
much of her own language, as fhe has 
gained of purs. It is the fame with profe{Ie4 
language mailers ; of whom, if I wiihed to 
learn a living language with corre6hiefs and 
purity, I would, cateris paribus^ prefer him 
>vho had come laft from his own country^ 
At Vienna, Italian is more generniUy fpoken 

thua 
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ibm French, particularly among ftrangers, 

and the Corps diplomatique. Indeed on account 
of the Auftrian poiTeffions in Italy, there are 
generally more Italians in the capital of the 
empire, than French ; fo that Metaftafio 
had no occaiion to learn German for tlie 
iake of converfation, though he had acquired 
according to his own account (a)^ the name$ 
of neceflaries in that language, per falvar la 
vita. And I am inclined to believe, that it 
was neither the harihnqf$ of Uie Teutonic 
dialed, nor the difficulty of learning it, that 
fo much prevented or impeded his ^acquiring 
it, as the fear of corrupting his own. * 

But as his friend and correipondent^ Sig. 
Saverio Mattei, fays ^^), "whoever would 
have an exa£t account of his cuftoms, man* 
aers, way of tliinking of himfelf and others; 
of the fulfiling his duties, the viciflitudes of-' ' 
his fortune, his application, and the degree 
of fuccefs with which his works were at 
6rA received, with their influence on the 
pubUc talle of Italy, and on every lyric ftage 
in Europe, can only find them in his 

(a) AAffiial Tour through GermMy^ &c. Vol. i. Art. 
Vienna, 

(b) Mgnurit fir finnn alh vita del Mbtastasio* 

' ' • . Letters;'* 

« 

- « 
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Letters;*' we fliall proceed to ieled, exm 

trad, and tranflate, fuch of them as ftiil 
remain unnoticed, concerning the iubiequeat 
part of his life. 

LETTER I. 

TO SIG* 3Ay£RI0 MATTEL 

• 

Having no experienced and trufty corrcr, 
fpondent in Trie/ie, I have uot been able to 
avail myfelf of your (age couniel in fixing on 
a commifiioner there, who would undertake 
to receive and forward to Vienna, the box; 
which you have fent by that road ; but I am 
acquainted with perfons here, who are on 
very friendly terms with the conful in that 
city, Sig.. p. Giovan Battijia Orlandi, and I 
have already obtained a prdnxife of his aflift- 
ance with refped: to the box in queftion ; ia 
that we have reafon to hope for better for- 
tune from the prefent expedient than the 
part. The advice which you give me of the 
precious contents of this box, makes me 
very impatient for its arrival ^ after which 
you fhall have tranfmitted to you, an exa£l 
relation of the , pleafure and profit which 
this acquifitipn (hall hdve produced. In the 

meaa 
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pi^^n time, I beg of you to deliver, in my 
namCy all due acknowle4gments to the 
moft wortliy couaiellor Patrizij^ for the 
geneipus alacrity with which he has fecond* 
ed your beneficent intention of enriching me 
with his excellent writings ; and aliiire him 
of my fmcere reipeds. 1 have read with 
equal delight and admiration, your new, 
eloquent, fage, and learned diifertation^ 
upon the Dramatico-Lyrica poetry of the 
Pfalms ; and I do not fee how it is pebble, 
that opprefled as you are with the enormous 
weight of fo many legal, profeffional, literary, 
and domeilic cares, you are able to preferve 
entire and equal to yourfelf, that wonderful 
vigour of mind, which is neceifary to the 
continual produ£lion of new works, as valu- 
able for their corredne&> as genius and 
variety of knowledge. Then I know not 
how to expreis to yoii my £itisfa6tion, in find- 
ing fuch an exa6l coincidence in our way of 
thinking, concerning the affinity between 
the ancient and modern theatre, and that, 
without the leaft communication with each 
other on the fubje6t. In an extrad from the 
poetics of Ariftotle, which I have lately 
imgmented, and in which I have endeavour- 
ed to combine the dramatic precepts of this 

great 
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great philofopher with my own but too 

long experience } and likewife in the notes 
which I am going to amufe myfelf with 
vy iitiug to sxiy old traaflation of Horace's 
I^piftl^ to the Pifos, I fte, that your reaibn-r 
ing and mine iet off from the iame fource, 
tjiough they meet in concurrence by mere 
accident ; and the fpontaneous opinion of 
fuch a one you, put.s yn^ h] humour with 
ipy own* 

I ^Tff^ lof ry that your well-known partiality 
in my favour, fhould expofe you to a parti« 
cipation of the vigour of the learned author 
of the Roman daily literary journal againft 
me^ whole impatient fincerity has manifeftly 
mt for objeft, ^lud i\Q\.you ; but the opportui 
nity which it has aftbrded you of becoming 
by this 14ft pro^u^ou more wonderful, and 
more celebrated, and me of being able tq 
boafl of fuch an inlUlV^ of your affedion, 
certainly demands our gratitude more than 
refentment. ^o fs^r the truths I fhould 
rather h^ve expefled from, my country, a 
defei^ce than an attack but it is juft that all 
private regard fliould giv^ vvay to the, advan- 
tages of public correftipn. As for. myfelf, 
my dear Sig. Saverio, who am rendered 
c|illous and impenetrably by ^Id habjitsi (good 
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or bad) contrafted by an uninterrupted ufe of 
more than half a century, and in which I 
have been indulged not with an accidental, 
but conftant favour of the pubUc^ it wottld 
be manifeA injuftice in me to pretend to iee 
or feel the neceffity of the propofed Gorrec«> 
tions; and upon the inutility of adinitting 
them, you have written with fo much learn- 
ing and iblidity, that I ihould be utterly uli^ 
able to add any thing to your reafbns, which 
would not be repetition and fuperfluous^ 
AfTure yourfelf, therefore, that my affe&ioa 
for you encreafes, in proportion to the new 
and illuftrious proofs which I receive^ from 
day to day, of your friendfliip. 

Viemn, Maich ix, I775» 

« 

# 

$ 

LETTER II. 

TO TH£ SAMJS. 

In Ihorty we muft never defpair. For 
Ivhen I had relinquiihed aU expe£Ution, that 
the box of books, which you had kiudly di- 
re&ed to me ib many months ago, would 
ever arrive, the inclofed letter of advice 
from a courier of Uriejle^ moft unexpectedly 

informed 
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informed me, that all its contents had long 
been in the polleflion. of i&i/r^, the druggift 
at Vienna* I fought, and found him. He 
has configncd to my meflenger, the book 
of counfellor Pairizj; and the mufic of the 
Pfalm, fet by Sig. Cafaro^ with fix volumes, 
that is to lay, two copies of the three firft 
volumes of the new edition, in o6tavo, of 
of the poetical books of the bible ; and all 
this, not only without a box, but without 
any kind of envelope, or direftion, to ia- 
form the druggift how to dilcover to whom 
thefe goods appertained. It will now be of 
no confequence to inveftigate the caufe 
of this diforder : I fhall therefore indulge 
my impatience, and immediately proceed to 
give you an account of the effed which your 
precious gift has produced in me, though 
hardly Jummis labiis degujiatum^ 

' 1 began by reading the firfl coii- 
fultations of the very worthy counfellor 
Patrizjy nor did I defift till I had entirely 
admired them all. I am extremely obliged 
to you, for having enriched me with fuch a 
treaiiire ; and I entreat you to inform the 
illuftrious writer, of my true reiped and gra- 
titude, for the honour, he has done the re- 
public of letters, and his country. 

» Of 
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Of the mafterly Pfalm, by the celebrated 
Cqfaro{c\ i( does not become me to Ipeak, It 
is ail acquifitioii for Slgnora Martinetz to 
appreciate^ not me. She feized, played, and 
fung it, the iaftant it was received in my 
preience ; and it appeared too (hort. We 
returned to It, and tried it again the next 
day, more deliberately ; when fhe difcoyered 
in it new beauties, and determined to iludy 
it ^onftantly for her improvement in har- 
mony. She has commiiiioned me to render 
you a million of thanks, for your kind atten- 
tion ; and I join to them my own acknow- 
ledgments, for the pleafure which I have 
received myfelf in hearing this admirable 
mufic performed* 

I have ftill to fpeak of my new obligations 
to you, for einriching me with duplicates of 
the fecoad edition of the three firft volumes, 
' of your moil learned book* 1 have already i. 
examined them, though Jfejlinanti oculo^ 
and find that this edition is more elegant^ 
more convenient, more ornamented, and 
more rich than the firft.— The beautiful 
o&ave ilanza, the learned difertation on the 
traditions that have been preferved, &c. and 

(f) Sig: Cafaro, an excellent Neapolitan compoier, 
in a conrea, ftLiil^ and fluflerly ftilc^ 

' what 
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what you have added, are all worthy of you, 
and-cxtremely applicable to the fubjeS:. But 
what has interefted me moft, is aa unex* 
pe6led portrait, elegantly drawn, of my dear 
Signor Saverio, and that which he has ib well 
delineated, in wgrds, of his moft worthy 
father. 1 have been pleafed to find in the 
features of the firft, particularly in the eyes, 
a pcrfjpicacious vivacity beaming from the 
miud ; and that exemplary filial tendernefs 
in the expofition of the fecond, which ren- 
ders viable the excellent heart of the 
painten 

But amidft fo many motives of fatishC' 
tion, I cannot conceal my chagrin, in per* 
ceiving what a number of my lettefs you . 
have publiihed, in fpite of my continual 
prayers and remonftrances to the contrary. 
If, Sir, you had believed them fincere, loving 
me as you always feemed to do, you would 
not have manifefted your afFe6iion by con- 
tinuing fo conftantly to afflift me ; ib that I 
am convinced you muft regard my antipathy 
in the fame light as Virgil did the fhyneis 
of Galatea : fugit ad falkes^ & fe cupk 
ante videri. But if fuch is your opinion, 
you are miftaken, Sir, and wroiig me very 
much. My tiniidityi I know as well as you, 

may 
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may be carried to excels, but not to hypo*- 
crify ; and, at prefent, } ou ought to have a 
better opinion of my heart. Pardon, or 
rather receive kindly, this tranfport of fcru* 
puk)us friendfliip, in which all diilimiilation 
is culpable; but ftill continue to love your, 
&c. 

Vienna, May aath, 1773* 

LETTER III, 

TO THE SAMK. 

Thb violent tenfion of my nerves, . par* 
ticularly in the head, and hypochondriac 
afie^UonSy which at this time of the year 
plague me ini'ufFerably, and deprive me of 
all a&ivity, and power of application how- 
ever flight, have not abated my eagerneis to 
read your philofophical and very learned 
dillertation on muiic ; and I have deterniined 
to give it a fecond perufal, for which I lhall 
be well rewarded, as foon as I am able to 
undertake it with lefs heroifin. In the mean 
time, let me confeis, that the partiality in my 
favour,.wliich runs tiirough all your writings, 
if it does not convince me of my merit, 
aiTures me of your love; and 1 am ex* 

VOL. in. L tremely 
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tremely grateful for fb dear aiid valuable a 
pofleffion* 

The truths . which you aifert concerniug 
modern theatres, with fo much eloquence 
and learning, are ib evident and incontefti- 
ble, and have been but too long remarked 
with indignation by myfelf, that in a fit of 
dilguft, I determined upwards of fifteen years 
ago, never to enter any theatre again, ex* 
cept that of the court, which for my com- 
fort, is noW wholly fhnt up. When abufes 
are arrived at their higheft excels, nature, 
and the inftability itfelf of human affairs, 
alone can cure them. Yon may flatter your- 
felf with the hopes of feeing this change, but 
not I ; fo that it is more your bufinefs than. 
mine to endeavour to haflen it. 

The ingenious and. lively fcherzo poetico 
(poetical flight) for the enfuing feilival, which 
you have been fo obliging to fend me, is 
worthy of the occafion; I have perufed it 
more than once, with that pleafiire which I 
always receive from whatever comes from 
your pen ; and I conflantly find • new caufe 
of admiration and envy, at the fecundity 
with which you treat every fubjed,vhowever 
barren and common in itfelf.. I pray heaven 
to preferve you, and forgive the abule of that 

vigour 
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Vigour which it has granted jrou, by allowing 
yourielf no kind of relaxation amidft iuch 
nuni^roUs and different applications. Wifh- 
ingfor the continuance of your affedion^ 
I remain, &c* 

Vienna, December 3, iJJi^ 



As no more than two letters from our 
Bard to this fpirited and voluminous writer^ 
remain to tranflate and infert, though their 
dates are pofterior to thofe which are ftill 
behind, addrefTed to other perfons, we ihall 
iiniih thb correfpondence ; as the letters be* 
ing chiefly on learned and critical fubjeds, 
are too much conne6ted by reference to each 
other, to be feparated without fatiguing the 
recol]e£Uon of the reader. 

LETTER IV. 

TO SIG. SAVBUIO MATt£t. 

There is no occafion, my dear D. Saverio, 
to reform any of the verfions of the Pialnu 
which you have obligingly fentme, they being 
already lb advantageoufly adapted for the re« 
ception of mufic. I am truly fenfible of the 
4abour vrlacfi you muft have had in fele6ting 
. . . paflages 
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paf&gesfavourabk to Airst Duets^ and Trio^ 
and in faithfully compreffing into them the 
fenfe of the text, without lofing that noble, 
clear, and elegant fmoothnefe, fo necelfary to 
mufic^ ib eafy in appearance, and io difficult 
to attain. But do not repent of your fatigue. 
It is concealed in axnafterly manner ; and you 
have fully accompjiiihed what you propo&d; 
fbthat, at prefent, every compofer will employ 
'm thefe Piahns, both the ipecies into which 
Ariftotle divides mufic ; that is, the plain and 
jfieriii (as the ancients in the. £mriia) ufing in 
the Recitatives the fir ft, which is fo fimplc 
and unadon^ed,. diat it is fufficiently formed 
by the mere cad^ice of the verfe ; aadin the 
iecond, tlie more ornate, which acquires tihe 
name of Melody in our Airs^ as the ancient 
did in the cantica^ monodia^ Jlropbes^ antri^ 
Jirapbes^ and epods. This melody is formed 
(as you very well know) principally from 
rhythm or numbers^ of which the metres 
are a part; but thcie metres do not con- 
ftitute rhythm, M not arbitrarily varied 
and compounded by a combination of pe* 
riodical mealbres, which are invisnted, with 
more or kis felicity, by muiical Qomr^ 
pofers in proportion to their genius aad 
abilities ^ ' hence arifes that alluru^ ^q;id inr 
finite variety ia the Airs of different mafters 

to 
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to the fame words, iii tbe Sufajed, Move- 
menty Style, Paifages, or wlxatevpr you are 
pleafed to call them. But the convenience 
which compoiers will &ad in i^tting your 
Plalms to mulic, is manifeft and endlefs ; 
being now furniihed with rhythmic poetry^ 
inAead of the mere accents of profe, which 
they were obliged to feek and expand or 
contradi into xneafure, for the lake of their 
melody. I congratulate you on your fucceis 
in this enterprize, and myfelf, in £ndnig 
that without previou$ difcuflion, our opinions 
conftantly coincide, 

I cannot forgive you for unjuftly calling 
your eloquent and learned letter, to the jour- 
nalift of Modena, mere babbk. Such in» 
juftice merits reparation, and of the &me 
kind as that of Longinus, who having called 
the events of the Odyfley of Homer mere 
4r^ams, immediately repents, and adds : but 
/Agr are the dreams of ^ove. If, however, 
J[ w<is difpofed to cenilire you, I ihould per* 
h^ps fay, that the occafion did not merit f.ich 
pains. But every thing merits pains, when 
therQ is any one, who like you, can turn 
every (ubjeS to general inftruf^iony as well 
^ to the increaf^ of his own fame. All 
ypVir letters which I have found in the ftieets 

t»3 which 
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which you have fent me, arc extremely wom 
thy of the writer ; but particularly, the ei6« 

gant, reverential, and decorous Latin epiftlcji 
addreffed to the Servus fervonm. In ihort, 
there is no literary province in which you 
;|re not a citizen. 

But do not, my dear D. Savcrio, imagine 
the fame of me ; for if I had not a fmall place 
in Paruaifus, 1 ihould perhaps find a habita- 
tion no where clfe. What can I therefore 
fay to you about the various eiTays on legifla- 
tion, by yourfelf and others, with which you 
have fb obligingly furuilhed me ? It is true, 
that I dilcover fads in them, that have been 
mentioned in your works, and try to undep- 
ftand them ; but 1 ihall never have the 
courage to difcover my opinion of them 
If a jpoet may be allowed to judge of the 
^loquencp^nd hiftorical part of a work, I 
ihall lay fuxcerely, that I have read with in- 
finite pleafurc, the life of the Marquis Fra^* 
giannu writteii with elegance, and judgment, 
and reduced iii the moft difficiUt fp.j:fu of a 

* The late Dr. Johnfon, having been (hewn a proof- 

fccct of the Dijfertaiion on the Mufic of the AneientSy by 
the Editor of Metaftafio's Life and Letters, faid to him, — 
Sir I the words are well arranged: hut I donoc uodeiu 
«• ftandoneofthera." 
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continued dedication to the learned and fage 
reports and cafes in jurifprudence, of coun- 
fellor Patrizj. 1 ihould wiih to this great 
and moft worthy friend, the fame and fortune 
of his celebrated mafter Fragianm, if I did 
not already difcover that the firft is pre- 
pared, and that be is not far from the other : 
I fliall therefore rather form wilhes, as you 
are inferior to none in merit, and in the 
univerfal efteem which that merit has ac- 
quired you» that vanquifliing every obftacle 
which envy may throw in your way, you 
may compel fortune to join in rewarding 
your virtue. Continue^ in the mean time, to 
honour me with your regard, and to afliire 
yourielf, of the high eiUmation in which I 
hold your extenfive knowledge, and wonder* 
ful talents ; and that I fliall be always, &c. 

Vienna, January 15, 1774. 

J. E T T E R V. 

TO THB SAME* 

I AM extremely obliged to you, my dear 

p. Saverio, for not fufFering me to remain 
in ignorance, of your elegant and excellent 
poem on the birth of our Saviour. In its con-- 

h 4 tra£ted 
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traded form, the rich miiie from which it 
has been drawn is diicoverable* ' Such ma- 
&cx\y miniatures fometime^ cpil the more 
trouble, in proportion to the necellity of con* 
cealing it^ in tbefe poetic labours^ more 
than in any other. I have communicated it 
to ieveral peribns« AU applauded itf and I 
am flattered by the confirmation of my own 
opinion. I am told, that an edition of your 
Plalms, is already printing at Padua ; fee 
that this moft happy Canzonetta is inferted 
in one of the volumes : as thefe ihort com- 
pofitions are {bon loft, when printed fepa- 
rately. I am impatient to fpe.this Pata«> 
yinian editicix, of which I am told, and 
much more, the many corredions which you 
fay you have made in thofe places, which 
did not &ti8fy your extreme faftidious tafte^ 
though fo univerlaily approved by others. 
The learned men of that feminary, make 
me hope that the edition will be extremely 
correft ; and I wi(h it as much fuccefs as I 
do the magnificent edition of my own works^- 
which is now preparing at Paris. 

The cold, horrid, and obftinate winter, 
with wliich we are ftill ftruggling, is not at 
all favourable to n^y hypochondriac affec- 
ttons: the poor nerves fujSer more tjian 

ufual. 
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isiual, and require a greater expence of - * 
patience dian my capital cau atibrd* How- ' 
ever, there are people who bear petrifaftion 
heroically ; but the trade of a hero is a cuHe4 
trade. 

I wti extremely grateful for th^ valuable 

acquifition, which your goldea writings have> 
procured me, of (b valiant, learned and cele- 
bratied a champion, as the Abate Cejarottii 
whofe vaft knowledge, (ublimc genius, and 
wonderful adivity, I have long admired, ia 
every fpecies of pleafing and profound litera- 
ture. I am only forry, that he has armed 
himfelf with my trifling works againft our 
foreign foes ; but the finalleft twig in iiich 
hands, becomes as formidable a weapon as 
the club of Hercules, Adieu my dear friendl 
Take care of yourfelf, and believe me ever^ 

Vienna, Februaxy 15, 1779*, 



Among Metaftaho's literary correfpondr 
ents, whom he never law, or had heard of, 
till made acquainted with th^ir exiflence by 
a preient of their works, was the Abatiif 
>Iazza ; who, in 1766, fent him two poeti- 
cal tflays, accompanied with a letter which 



Digili/eo by LiOOgle 



( »J4 ) 



the imperial kureat acknowledged with his 
accuftomed urbanity, ludeed though neither 

the writiagSy nor the name of this author 

feem to have penetrated into our country, 
the elegant and warm encomiums bellowed 
4)n thepa, by fo exquifite a judge, deducting, 
for mere civility and fear of offence, excite 
iniriofity and an eager wiih to be acquainted 
with them. I have read the whole <>f your 
•prefent," iays he, in his hrft letter to this 
Abate, " and aUnpfl re-read, with the plea*- 
fure and admiration which productions fb 
rich and elaborate deftrve. You have no 
^ occafion for my vote, to be lure of a dif^ 
^ ipguifticd place in Parnaflus. Your own 
•* talents, learning, indefatigable application, 
and fmiling time of life, render your elec^ 
^ tion certain. Wha^m^y we not expeft from 
a Ibil, which produces fuch exquilite fruit, 
** ^t a period when flpwers can hardly be 
expeded i I can lee no obfhicle which can 
check your flight, but want of volition. 
^ Natural diipoiition armed with fuch vari-* 
ous knowledge, wants only felf-confidence, 
to enable you to quit the trafts which have 
^ been fo long beaten by others, and hnally 
to feek in your own judgment the true 
paths tp utility ^nd dehght.-w~You muft 
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^ not cxped that I (hould ipeak ofyoor eio« 

queiit and flatteriQg letter, nor of tho 
magnifioeat ionnet which' accompanies it, 
la ip^aking gf either, vanity would appear 
through the tranfparent malk of humility^^* 
la 177I9 after prailiag ia very ilroag 
terms, fbtne other poems which this author 
bad font hi|n, Metailafio adds ; I coagra^ 
^ tulate you fingerely on your fuccefe iu 
thefe prp4\i^on$ ; and from the fmallpor^ 
^* tion of prpphely which J may claim as au 
^( old prieft of AppUo, I venture to predial, 
that yo\) will appear to pofterity, one of the 
bright^ft prnam^xjts pf th^ Jt^n Par* 
••paflUs." 

Again, the fame ycar« he fays to this 
young poet ; frqqi the ipperabundant re^ 
^ turn gf praife with which you honour me, 
^ in your laft letter, 1 begin to fear that my 
^* approbation of your lyrical compofitions 
has been regarded by you, more in the light 
of gratitude than juiUce ; therefore to 
avoid every cxpreffion that may be coq^ 
*^ i^ed intq pai^egyri^, I muft tell you with 
hiftoric fimplicity, that you have wonder- 
f < fiilly united the lively flaihes of genuine 
poetry, with the minute philofophical 
f ^ a^ialy fis of the eflence and a^vity of tkat 

h^monj 
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harmony which is ^ght in di the opem« 

tions of nature.** 

And finally, in 1773, he tclb his poetical 
correfpoudent, that he had repeatedly read 

the three odes on the efFefts of mufic, the 
^ hymn to the Creator, and the two fonnet& 

to his fovcreign on the commencement of 

the new year, and always with new plea** 
** fure and admiration : and inftantly dif- 

covered in the richneis of the metal, the 
•* mine that had produced it. To fuch 

poetic eloquence, always big with ideas^ 
^ always ibnorous, Ipaikling, and equal to 

yourfclf, it is not permitted for every inha-t 
<^ bitant of Parnaifus to alpire"— but the bard 

entreats him not to rilk the difgrace of his 

judgment, by excels of partially to htih^ 

felf, or provoke ^lis readers tp examine 
^ his merit too minutely." 

If a fpecimen ^f Metaflafio's elegant and 
polite acknowledgment of unfolicited favours 
from new correljx>ndeiits was fieceflary, per- 
haps his firft letter to the Marquis Andreq^ 
jnight be leleded, as a model gf its lutid^ 
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LETTER VL* 

TO THE MA&CU£S£ I.ODOVXCO ANDAEASI,. 

OF MANTUA. 

Returning home the other day, I found 
on my table an elegant calket, big with moft 
valuable merchandife, and delivered without 
dm&wa or letter* Upfofi enquiry, tnj (er« 
vant told me, that as far as he could gather 
from the bearer, it was a prelent from the 
Marquis Andreafi : but he was unable to 
difcover the name of the benevolent com- 
miflary, who had undertaken to have it de- 
livered to me : and he therefore ftill remauis 
iocognilo* This circumftance diicovcra the 
author. And who elfe would have thought 
of giving me fucfa a fweet, - and flattering 
teiUmony of his remembrance, which aionei 
witheul: embellilhment, is always luflficiet>t 
to fulfil the meafure of my ambition? For 
if this contrivance had no other merit in my 
eyes, than the havingemployedyour thoughts 
on me, for a few minutes extraordinary, I 
ihould think myfelf 'm a psi^rticular manner 
indebted to it. 

Now 
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Now you have ib well fweeteaed taf 
onftence by your gifts^ forget not to honour 
me with your commandsy and give adtivity 

to the refpedl: and gratitude with which I 

' have the honour to be^ &c* 

Vicmia, June a4» tj^i^ 

We fhall tidw return to his old confidential 
friend^ ^Sig; Filippdni^ vfecretary of thei tmi*) 
irerfity of Turin. * , .»in . \a iv^vi 

« « 

to • 

• 

TO UG* FILirrONI. 

Th^ prolix enumeration of the amiabto 

ind refpeftable quahties of this Count Scat-* 
nafigi which you have detailed, my deaf 
Filipponi, withfuch ieeming pleafure in your 
laft letter, is but a repetition of what I had 
long fince learned from our friend Count 
Montagnine^ who was perfedWy acquainted 
with his merit, and flattered me with, the 
hopes, of fbme time or other procuring me 
the honour of fo valuable an acquaintance. 

My 
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My felf-love does not rife to fuch a height^ 
my dear friend, as to believe my private 
letters fit 16 fee the lights having been writ* 
ten in hafte, and fent away without ever 
being read by myfelf. The rapacity of print-^ 
ers, v^ho make not the leafi fcruple of en-* 
riching themielves at the expence of an zvl^ 
thor's reputation^ have attempted, without my 
permifion, in Naples, Florence, and Bolog- 
na, to publiih a coUe6tion of them ; but thank 
heaven, I was apprifed of their intention 
time enough to prevent their putting &ch a 
deiign in. execution, and Ihall continue to 
prevent them in future, to theutmoft of mj 
power. 

The manifcft inattention with wliicli your 
royal preis (at Turin) has publiflied the 
tenth volume of my poems, does not make 
^me wifli to iee an eleventh volume printed 
with equal ncgligenge ; you will therefore 
believe that I (hail not be very diligent in 
eoUeding materials for it. 

Vienna, May a, 1774* 



* 
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LETTER VIll. 

TO THE SAME. 

As you had prepared mc, my dear friend, 
for the arrival of the moil wprthy Couat 
Scarnafigi^ at this court, it is my duty to give 
you an account of his reception.* This mi- 
uifter, ill the few days which he has refidcd 
at Vienna, has already had the power of 
acquiring the approbation and efteem of the 
whole toprt, the miniftry> and the xiobles. I 
was eaitly in paying my reipe£ls to him ; h^ 
has repeatedly honoured me with vidts, and 
"we have already paifed Ibme evenings to- 
gether, under my roof, in a fmall fociety to 
which I am accuftomed. So that 1 have Imd 
the advantage of long converf^tions with 
him, and found him cultivated, obliging, full 
gf various and uncommon information, and 
of a gay and graceful commerce, in which he 
has the faculty of pleafmg, without the lead 
tincture of diplomatic myftery or dignity 
hence, I venture, by virtue of my poetical 
privilege, to predidt, that he will fulfil his 
^mmiffion with applauie. 

Hitherto 

2 



Digitized by 



( t6i ) 

Hitherto he has lodged at a villa in the 

environs of Vienna; but he has taken a 
magnlficeot houfe in the city, where I lhail 
make my court, when age and infirmities 
will allow me. He- has frequently fpoken 
of you with regard ^ and I can perceive, 
clearly, that he remembers you with afFec* 
tion. But let this luffice for the prefent, as 
it is all that my tumultuous hypochondriacs 
will allow me to write. 

Vienna, Auguft i8, 1774* 

L E T T E R IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

You may trace and afcertain, my dear 
Sig. Filipponi, au almofl immemorable and 
uninterrupted pofleffion of my tender friend* 
fliip, and are enabled to figure to yourfelf ' 
what cbnfolation I muft receive from the 
affurances of your affc6lion, and the emotions 
which your laft.moft cordial letter muft 
have occafioned in my mind ; I ihall there- 
fore not attempt to dcfcribe them, nor fblicit 
the continuance of your kindnefs, as neither. . 
of us has it in his power now to change his 
fyftem. 

VOL. HI. M You 
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You are now ia the midfl: of the feftlvlty 
of royal nuptials ; and we have no reafon to 
envy you, as we are hkewile enjoying the 
prefence of his moft ferene highnefs the 
• Archduke Fcrduiand, and the charming 
Archducheft his confbrt, the Princefs d'Efte, 
who has endeared herielf to all the iuhabit- 
aiits of this country, from the court to the 
cabin. The magnificent and numerous de- 
monftrations of joy, with which our court 
honours and adorns the prefence of thefe 
great and beloved gueils, a;'e truly imperial; 
but you will, however, far furpafs us in the 
flrife of felicitation, as You will prcferve 
your acquifitions, and We are not far off the 
painful moment of being bereaved of ours* 
Adieu, my dear friend. Prcferve your 
health, and continue to believe me invarx- 
ably youj s. 

Vienna, O^ober is, 1775* 



This is the laft letter that feems to have 
been preferved, between thefe two old friends; 
^though Sig. f iiippoui lived, and feems to 
have continued the correlpondence, till the 
year 1779. The following letter of con- 
dolence lu his Ion, is a melancholy record 

of 
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of Metaftado^s afflii^OD, on the deceafe ^o^ a 
perfon for whom he feems to have had fo 
cordial aa attachment. 

« 

LETTER X. 

TO SIO. LUIGI FILIPPQl^Iy 

Auditor of the Royal Chamber of Accounts to 

the King of Sardinia. 

The melancholy news of the deceafe of 
your worthy father, my old and moft cordial 
friend, Signor Tommafo Filipponi, did not 
arrive without an ill-boding precuribn The 
unufual long parenthefes which he begun to 
make in our correfpondence, had already, 
for fome time, occafioned black fufpicions, 
concerning which I was afraid to enquire, 
leil they ihould be verihed. From my own 
great and juft affliftion, I can comprehiend 
what yours muft be, wounded at once, in 
the two moft fenfible parts of the heart. 
But if I am not entitled to the fame degree of 
pity as is due to you, difdain not, at leaft, to al- 
low me to be no unworthy companion in your 
forrow, and in that afFe6lion which we have 
both had in common. Forgive involuntary 

M 2 brevity. 
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brevity, and believe roe to be with the, tsidd 
fincere and rcipedfal efteem, &cc* 

. ' Vienna, March 17, 



The following letters of this period, wilf 
ihew how dexteroufly Metaftaiio eluded 
gratifying the vanity of authors, who fent 
i&m their Wdrks^ in hopes of obtaining from 
his candour and politenefs, fome token of 
approbation, as a certiorari^ in palTing them 
trough the world. 

, L E T T E R XI. 

TO COUNT DANIEL^ VLORIO. 

JFitb whom Metafti^^ (Jlays the editor of his 

Letters J was in clofe friendjhip and corref- 
fondence. 

It is unneceflary for me to inform you, 
Sir^ of my internal and candid opinion con- 
cerning the admirable Pindaric ode, which, 
with afiedionate partiality, yoxt have been 
pleafed to communicate to me. It neither 
is, nor can be, different from'tibat which 
the produdions of your cultivated and ad- 
mirable genius have always exacted from 
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snc ; and which, to do honour to my own 
judgmentt I am never tired of repeating at 
all times and in all places. To fecond, by 
my obedience, your exceffive modefty, in a 
moft attentive rc-perufal of this moft neat 
and finiflied compbiition, I have fought, 
with almoft malignant ibliqitude, for fomc 
little imperfedlion, which I might, with the 
jeaft appearance of reafon, point out; but 
have not fucceeded in finding one ; on the 
contrary, in the&- refearches, I am more 
and more convinced, that your poetic vigour 
is encrealed, inftead of diminiflied, by years ; 
and am confirmed in xny former opinion, 
that whoever would be acquainted with the 

true enchanting language fpoken in Helicon 
by Apollo and the Mufes, (hould read your 
verfes, .Theie indiiputable truths I am 
proud to know, and anxious to publiih; 
hence you may eaiily imagine what pleafure 
it would afford me to feize the opportunity 
which you would give me of prefacing your 
incomparable poem, when printed, with a 
letter ; but, tor my great misfortune, I am 
totally unable to fivail myfelf of this permit- 
fion. And here I fh^li relate to you the infu- 
perable obftaple. Many j cars ago, it was 

M 3 the 
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the cuftom of a fwarm of very obfcure iii'. 
fe£is of our Italian Parnalfus^ imitating each 
other, to fend me their works in manufcript; 
and afterwards print them, prefixing, with- 
out my permiffion, the letter, which in mere 
civility, I had written, iii returning the MS. 
1 did not fail to rcfent this ; but my letter 
only produced a formal requeft, that mjr 
opinion (or rather eloge) m\ght be printed 
with their works. I refle£ted, that if I had 
only obliged thofe who deferved it, the reft 
would have been in a fury^ and if 1 had in- 
difcriminateiy complied with every requeft, 
I muft have appeared either like the am- 
bling nag of Silenus, or a moft itnpudent 
and barefaced flatterer. Hence, 1 found it 
the iafeft way, to excufe myfelf, modeftly, 
to all. This law, which I neceilarily im- 
pofed on myfelf, is now become inviolable, 
from the juft fear of offending thofe to whom 
I owe refpc<£t, and with whofe requefts, for 
the reaibns juft afligned, 1 was unable to 
comply. Pity me therefore, my dear Count, 
for my not being able to avail mylelf of fo 
favourable an opportunity of doing honour 
to my judgment ; and be not offended, if the 
genus irritabiU vatum which impofcd filence 

on 
■ • 



•Digitized by 



( »«J7 ) 



on Horace, fhould terrify me. I thank you 

however, for the partiality which fuggeftcd 

the idea. ; • - . 

Vienna, April 15, 1775. 

■ 

LETTER X!I. 

I 

m 

I 

TO THE SAME. 

« • 

After a prolix reply to your laft favour, * 
comes another, with a magnihcent Sonnet ' 
to my honour and glory. And what excels " 
of poetic furor could have ftimulated my 
dear Count, after more than forty years of 
afFe£Uonate friendlhip, to fet. abqut leading 
into the temptations of vanity, a poor fol- 
lower of Apollo, who has alre.ady laid down 
the Jaurel and worn, out lyre, and olTcr to 
him that precious inc^nfe which alone be-' 
longs to the kiminous fons of fortune ? God 
forgive you ! If I b^d.iipti for the reafbn 
afligned in my preceding letter, been depri- 
ved of the power of calling the mufes to my 
afliilance, and was not bufily occupied iu 
executing the orders of my fovcreigns, I 
ihould perhaps have tried to revenge myfelf, 
by another Sonnet ; but 1 am very glad of 
this legitimate cj^cufe, which Ikreens me 

M 4 fron^ 
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from the difadvantage of a parallel, particu*; 

larly with thefe fhort arms, which I am un- 
ufed to wield, &c« 

LETTER XIII. 

. TO THE SAM£. 

My poor Nuga cmora are unworthy of a 

place among the choice and learned volumes ^ 
which you arc coUeding. However, if your 
fond partiality ihould obflinately determine 
on elevating them to lb high a rank, wait at 
leaft till they are adorned with their nuptial 
drefs, which our intrepid editor is at prefent 
preparing for them at Paris; and who^ if 
he fulfils his promife, will embellifli thcn^ 
with eleven copperplates, exquifitely engrav* 
cdj of which he has already fent me fome 
proofs. This will be the neateft edition 
which has. hitherto appesired, and willy i^ 
fome degree, be an excufe for its admiA ' 
fion into your library, as the excellencer 
of the frame may make fome amends for 
. the rocfdiocrit^ of the pi6hire. 

Vienim, April 30, J777, 

The following lettter to a young author 
of fom^ rank^i fociety at leaAf if not 

^liiion^ . 
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among poets, fee'ms worth infertion, mot 
only for the elegance and politeuels of our 
author's compliments, but for the judgment 
and good taile with which lie gives him hi^ 
advice, 

LETTER XIV. 

TO HIS EXpELLENCY DON CLEMENTE 

FIIfOMARINOt 

A YOUNG geutlemaain the firft flower of 
adolefcence, to have mounted already fo high 
iji Parnaffus, is a phenomenon, no lefs rare, 
than important. The valuable fpecimens 
which you have fent me, are fufficient to 
ipanifeft the uncommon fertility of your 
genius, the wonderful perfeverai;Lce of your 
appUcation, the vigour with which ^you in- 
vent and think, and, above all, your natural 
propeniity to a noble clearnefs and perfpi- 
cuity, which has not yet been feduced and 
coataminated by that obicure ftyle which has 
Arangely reigned, for fome years, in many 
part$ of Italy ; where, defpifing the favour of 
the people, that is, of the moft certain 
guarantees qf immortality, and affeding prO'i' 
fundity of wifdom andfcience, writers are loft 
IP thp d^rk clouds of the confufed oracles of 
4 Delphos ; 
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Delphos: their ftyle has not e/caped the 
mafterly whip of our great Venofinian bard, 
in his Ars Poeiica* 

Et tulit eloquium infoUtum facundia pr aceps : 
Utiiiumque figax rerum^ & divina futuri 
Sortilegis non difcrepuit fententia DeffhiSm 

Thus poetry precipitately ilow'd, 
And with unwonted elocution glow'd; 
Pour'd forth prophetic truths in awful ftrain. 
Dark as the language of the Delphic &ne. 

Francis. 

Confide, therefore, in jour natural good 
fcnfe ; remember always, that the firft duty 
of a writer, is to make hinifelf intelligible ; 
that the moft difficult art of being clear, 
without linking into meanneis, is much 
more generally taftcd, than the begging 
dignity from darknefs; and I'll engage 
all my little credit, as an old Deacon 
of Apollo, to fecure to you a moft dif- 
tinguifhed place ^mong the celebrated names 
of the cleft Italian poetical band. 

The partial expreflions with which you 
honour me, are extremely flattering ; and I 
ihall not enter upon demonftrating their ex- 
cefs, left 1 Ihould bring on myfelf new temp- 
tations of vanity from the fame quarter. 

Vienna April 6, 1775, 

The 
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The fubfequent letter to the ingenious and 
eloquent Ex-Jcfuit, ExIiMENO, will probably 
gratify the lovers of mufical hiftory. This 
. bold writer on Mnfic, publifhed at Rome, 
in 1774, a treatif^ in quarto. On the Origin 
and Rules of Mujic^ with the Hijlory of its 
frogrefsj decknfion^ and renovation^. In the 
preface to this treatife, the author modcilly 
Gonfeffesy that by a combination of circum-* 
fiances too long to relate, he chanced '-four 
years ago, to- give a glance at mufic." And 
during that ftiort period, he not only made 
himielf mafter of the art, but difcovered 
great defeiSts, both in its pradlice and theory. 
He propofes in his dilTertation, nothing Icfs 
than a tptai dfforganizatwn of the prefent 
lyftem of counterpoint, which if adopted, 
would probably contribute about as much to 
the mehoration of mufic, as the revolution 
in the government of France has contributed 
to the happinefs of its inhabitants. He 
(hews no mercy to the ancient mafters of 
harmony, and as little to the moderns, who 
adhere to the old regime. This author, a 
Icholar, mathematician^ and man of tafte 

• Dtir origine e delle reg9le deUa mufica^ coUa Jioria del 
rfu9 fr9gre£i^ de€adiH%a^ $ rlnn^vaTdme. Opera di D. 
Antonio Eximino. 

and 
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and learning in general literature, writes 
with fire and eloquence, on fubjeds within his 
competence ; but after trying to pull down all 
the ancient temples to Apollo, the buildings 
he propofcs to ereft in their ftead, were fb 
defective in defigQ.aud execution, that, they 
crumbled to pieces before they were finifhed ; 
nor do bis plans feem to liave been adopted 
by any man of genius or fcience, in grder to 
propagate his dodrines. 

In 1775, this mufical Reformer attacked 
Fadre Martini^ the moft learned Cdntrapun** 
tift of the prefent century, in a work eu'* 
titled. Doubts concerning bis EJfay on the Jun-^ 
damental PraSice of Counterpoint *. And if 
he had confined his ccnfiires to the too 
great partiality and attachment of this good 
father, to the ancient method of building all 
ccclefiaftical harmony upon Canto fermo^ he 
would probably have formed a powerful fed; 
but, extending his hoftilities to the works of 
aU the Others of harmony, and to the 
ancient fundamental principles of the art, 
his opinions feem to have been no more 

' * Dukbio M D. Antonio Exim^no fipra il faggh 
frndanuntult pratico di cmtrapfunU del nvinmlifim f^- 

dre iJ/fl^r« GlAMBATTISTA MAKTIlffl, Ip Ro||U| 

I'fUino (lei Giubileo, M4>;:clxxv. 4tOt 

remedied 
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fefpefted at Rome, or in any part of Italy, 
jbn the fubje£t of mufic, than thofe of Luther 
or Calvin, concerning religion. 

It not only appears from the following 
letter, but from other letters of MetaftafiOf 
that Signor Eximeno had projeded a (bheme 
for printing this poet's operas, ^ with the 
original mufic in fcore, which had been (et 
to them by the great mailers of Italy, when 
they were firft performed. To have ailifted 
him in the execution of this plan, and others 
which he had in meditation, would have 
occupied too much of the Iihperial Laureat's 
leifure at his late time of life ; nor does it 
feem likely, that at an earlier period, he 
would have involved himfelf in labours of 
iiich a kind, with a man io decifive, and of 
fuch difficult commerce, as D. Eximeno. 

L E T T E R XV. 

TO SXGNOE 0. ANTONIO EXIMBNO# 

Indolencs (which at my time of lifer i» 
but too legitimate an excufe) has not been 
the only caufe of my tardineis in aniwering 
your judicious, learned, and affe^ionate let- 
ter of iaft Jun^ ; a letter which alone is iti& 

ficient 
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ficient to convince me of the vaft extent o( 
your talents^ the value of the ample treafure 
with which your amazing indefatigable ap- 
plication has enriched your mind, the 
fapience of Horace, that is, the corred 
judgment which reigns in all you think and 
write, a faculty which has at ail times been 
uncommon, even among the greateft writers, 
and above all, the debt of gratitude for the 
exad correfpcmdence of ideas which loads 
me with fuch vifibly e^ceflive, or rather 
^edionate piirtiality, as that with which 
you honour me and my writings: But a 
wifli (not a command) of my auguft Patro- 
nefs, that 1 would write ibme verles upon her 
delightful Imperial refidencc at Schonbrunn^ 
has obliged me to run unexpedtedly to Par- . 
. nafliis, and bring thence in hafte, a tribute of, 
the few flowers that I have been able to gather 
in the humble bourns, beyond which I am 
forbidden to aicend. It certainly was not the 
merit of my homage, but my prompt obedi- 
ence which procured in writing, in Ipeech, 
and in Imperial munificence, fuch marks of 
favour from my generous Ibvereign, and' fo 
fuperior to my hopes, that I camiot yet re- 
cover from my confulion ; and thefe, with 
the addition of attending the prefs in print- 

3 
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ing this late fruit of my exhaufted foil, havc^ 
till now, entirely abfbrbed all my adivity, 
which has ever beea circumicribed, but at 
,prefent becomes more and more limited thaa 
ever. 

After this juftification, let me, in the firft 
place, thank you for the favour which you • 
have done me in defcribing the darknefs in 
which you were involved, in feeking for the 
true and folid principles of mufic : fince 
the example of fuch enquirers as you, dimi- 
niihes my own .mortification in iimilar at- 
tempts, which I ibon abandoned, in de^ 
pair. 

The immenfe, and extremely expenfive, 
enterprize, which you have in meditation^ 
of publifhing a new edition of my dramas, 
with their moft favourite mufic, and with 
iiich inevitably copious obfervations as you « 

. virill be obliged to give in defence of your 
opinions, opprefs my imagination, which 
reprefents ,to me the enormous fatigue, the 
cxctffwe expence, the little hope of your 

.indemnification by the number of purchafers, 
and ftill more, with the painful refle<£lion, 
that I ftiall be utterly incapable of affifting 
you, as an able amanuenfis in this laborious 
undertaking, the diniinution of my phyfic^ 

force 



Digitized by Google 



( nO 

force not permitting me to pay with pundu* 
ality, or even with ihort anfwers, my debts 
to all thofe who hoiiour me with their 
letters. 

My works, however, would be in want of 
but too much corredion ; but how could I 
t>lunge mto fuch a fea of trouble? I have 
already tired the public with too many of 
my gingling trifles; and, befides the vigour 
and patience which would be wanting to go 
over them again, I fhould have to combat 
my vicious temperament, which inclmes me 
always to doubt of myftlf, and not merely 
froni excels of modefiy, but from inlatiable 
fclf love, which frequently makes me rejeft 
what is good, to run. after what is perfed; 
by which means I run the rilk of choofmg 
at laft fomethlng ftill worfe than the firft. 

Add to all this, that the appearing in print 
has always impreifed and ftill impreffes me 
with fuch refped, that without abfolutc ne<* 
ceility) I ihould never have had the courage 
to rifk its eiFefts. I lhall here give you a 
proof of this diffidence. Many years ago, I 
undertook and cbmpleated an extract from 
the Poetics of Ariftotle, in which, chapter by 
chapter, I confeifed what I was able to un« 
derftand, and what remained ilill obfcure to 

mci 
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me, in fpite of the diligence and fagacity of 
the moft illuftrious commentators ; I tried to 
acquire a more clear idea of the nature of 
Poetry^ Imitation^ aod Probability. By examin- 
ing the Greek and Roman dramas, 1 have 
demonftrated the falfe foundation of fbme of 

. the rules laid down by modern critics ; and 
have pointed out the authority which the 
text gave me, of laying down certain axioms, 
which the pra6tice of more than fifty years 

. has (hewn to be erroneous. Even before I 
had made this extrad, I had tranflated into^ 
blank verfe an cxaft verfion of Horace's 
Art of Poet(y, with the mofl: fcrupulous fide- 

»lity, illuftrated with notes, that were neither 
common nor pedantic, but neceflkry ; and yet 
thefe two labours, terminated long fince, not- 
withftanding the folicitations of my friends, 
fieep quietly in my port-folio; and there 
they will remain undifturbed: as I cannot 
poffibly mufter courage fufficient to publiih 
them. With this difpofition of mind, you 
may eafily imagine. Sir, what agitation your 
affeftionate and partial propofition of em- 
ploying your pen in writing my life muft 
have occafioned. Drive from your thoughts, 
I entreat you, my dear D. Antonio, fuch 
wicked temptations, if you w^ould not ex- 
VOL. III. N ceffively 
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ceflively afflid me by your too great defire tA 
doing me honour^ It is a perilous geaerofity 
to be prodigal of incenfe fo fweet to fuch as 
me: it would excite nothing but envy, difputes, 
and maligmty, among partizans ; but Aill if 
by means of your enchanting eloquence, it 
werp to iiicceed to your wiihes, ii^ obliging 
the whole world to be of your opinion, and 
you ihould lift me up to the Udey^ I muft 
confefs (call it weaknefs or reafon, as you 
pleaie) I do not feel mylelf inclined to be a 
living fpedtator of my Apotheofis* With the 
iame fipcerity as I eonfefi my infirmity, per- 
mit me to acknowledge my infinite gratitude ' 
and true ienfe of your partiality toward^ me^ 
which I regard as a moil vali^ab^e acquifi* 
tion. But how would it be poffible for Me 
to inform yot^ pf . tl^e Beft Muiic that ha^ 
been fet to my operas, having fcai cely heard 
of any but what has been performed ii^ 
the theatre of the Imperial Court? and of 
this, the chief part h^ been 6t by the 
celebrated Caldara^ an eminent contra- 
puntift, but extremely dpficie^t in ^xpr^on,. 
and pleafing melody, . 

The mofl painful cfFe£l of my inability, 
would be the diminutioA of your el^ua : 
but you are too juft to regard as crimes niere- 

invpbjptary 
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mvoluntary defeds : with this hope I (hall 
therefore entreat you to believe me to be, ^ 
with the hi^eft regard, &c; 

P. S. I am impatient to free my conicierice 
Aom the weight of a great number of cor- 
refpondents, who have long been unavoid- 
ably negle&ed, for the reafbns Specified in 
the former part of my letter, in order to 
acquire leilure iufficient to enjoy the delight 
and profit which I expeft from the perufal of 
the bodes Which you have lent me : but in 
the mean time, let me gratefully thank you 
for the precious and obliging gifts. 

ViouH, Aogtiftsa, 1776. 



In this dexterous manner did Metaflafio 
extricate himielf from the wild and unrea- 

m 

Ibnablc projeft propofed to him by D. Ant^^ 
Exhieno^ and it flioold iedm, from giving 
an opinion of his Treatife, and attack of 
P. IVfertini ; for we hear no more of either. 

The Bard had another Roman correfpond* 
ent on his hands about this time, who wifhed 
to inlift him in a fervice for which he Icems 
at all times to have had an invincible repug- 
nance^ Hi» faar of giving offence, and love 
of tranquillity^ iiiade him decline polemics 

K 2 and 



J 

Digitized by Google 



SLtd colnparative criticiihiy liot only Witii 
refpcft to the works of living authors, but 
even of thole who had been dead more than 
2000 years. But let him ipeak for him- 
felf. 

LETTER XVf. 

« 

TO THE ABATE ♦ * *, AT RQME. 

The afFeftionate partiality with which t 
am honoured, by a peHbn of your uncom- 
mon merit, would obUge me, in return for * 
fueb goodne&v to be more pundual in my 
anfwerSy and more diffufe in my exprefiions 
of gratitude, did not tl&e precarious ftate of my 
health, and the ravages of tinxe,^ which con- 
fpire day by day to diminifli my vigour and 
a^ivity, deprive me of the plealure oS colo- 
re fponding with thofe whom I moft love- 
and efteem, and who have deigned to think 
me worthy of their regard. From this in- 
genuous confeflion, you may eafily compre-* 
hend whether I can be in^ a ilate capable of 
executing your commands^ in giving my 
fentiments on the Works of Sophocles and 
Euripides z an etiterprife very unfit for me to- 
undertake, who am by .nature averie^ even-. 
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fo a vice, to the drawing parallels, which are 
generally odious, and fubjed to the iniults 
of critics and difputants. I ihall therefore 
confine myfelf to the telling you, laconically, 
that I regard thefe two illuftrious Greek 
poets, as two artifts equally excellent : that 
Sophocles is ikilfuUy majeftic ; Euripides more 
j^mple and tender : that the firil is full of lu- 
minous idea$, and the fecond of affefiions 
more true, and natural; and that both 
iequatly aftoqiih, by the condudl of the prin^ 
cipal adion, by the exad delineation of cha*^ 
ra£):er§, and by that moft difficult power of 
xnodelling, and chifeling from the life, the 
paflions of the human heart. But I com- 
municate my opinion to you in mere cons* 
fidence ; nor will you think it merits publi-f^ 
cation, if you have any. regard for my credit; 
therefore, begging yo^ t9 ip^e ipy bluflies, 
I remain, &c. 

Vitnnsii Jiu^c 16, 1775. 



The following letter to the fame wonyz 
mous Abate, who had written a diiTertatioi^ 
rni Modem Mufic^ a muiic which Metaftafio 
(eems to have cenfured with great ieverity, 

3 will 
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wiU fifcbfc to:ihc reaider the poet*8 ideis oa 
the fame fubjed. 

LET TEE XVII. 

* iRj.'was. nol: oocufusd and &tigued wkb 
lOi}: pisiibiit employipeitf^ aad rapklly declii^. 
iixg and tottciing Under the weight of years, 
I ihould. uot negkidt a corr^eipgudeAce fo 
valuable. as yours from which I am ccrt^cf 
dermng fuch.grcat.'adviasUage& ; being well, 
conv^iced hyyouriO^Ugiiig letters, with what 
riclv add^ rare xnamhauadi^c yoor Asorehoufi^ 

fbmiflicd; 1- congratulate y.ou op, the 
acqui^tkio-of fucbineiibimahlc treafures, and 
wonder how it haf/^ poiTible for yoi) to 
Wiitb with, tfae^: naify} occupations of the 
Forum the elegant amufements^ of Helicon; 
and that, in fpite of Themis, you are able to 
enjoy fuch delightful paftime with the mufes. 

I have, at length, had the pleafure of read- 
mg your- diflertation an^ Modern Mu/ie^ and* 
affure you that you liave greatly furpafied 
my expe6hitions» ' But above all, I have been 
furprifed at the arrangemeut^of the>materials» 

the 
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Ittie neatnefi and elegance of the ftyle, the 
ingenious texture of the arguments, and ii^ 
Ihort, at the artful and maftcrly manner in 
^hich you have throwa lights on the moi| 
xempte and dark antiquity. To thefe in- 
^comparable expelleni^ies of profound l^aming^ 
mufl alfo be added^ your initiation into the 
myfteries of harmony, which ieems very 
coniiderabley and gives great force, luilrct 
aAd weight to your opinions. With re{pe£l 
to the intriniic excellence of Modern Mufic^ 
I am of } our opinion ; aud agree with you, 
that iu effeds are few and feeble, compared 
with thofe which Plato afcribcs to the ancient, 
* In fa&, bur mufic^ epervates the mind, 
being fo extremely jirtificial and refined, 
that it is impoffible to trace through it, either 
probability or natural expreflion; and yet, 
from infupcrable habit, it is become the reign* 
ing model of almoit all the muiip pf every 
pation : as men judge more tjy their ears than 
\yy ^eafbn -f* • . By diviiio;is and artful modu-> 
latioiig f)f voice, and by the union of fo great 
a numbej:' of di^crenl; infinimeiits, the fenfe 

• The Italian. ' " - 

t Muiic it moie ^ of ieofe thai) infeUc^i its 
ufe is to pleaie the car, not |o improve the wnderflaiMfing^ 

It has been faid, that mufiq ^ai) awaken and excise (enia* 
|ions, but canaQt reafon* 

"4 ^ 
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is flattered and tickled to fuch a degree, that 
it remains enfeebled, and almoft bewitched, 
by thofe long and rapid trills, which, though 
. they re&mble fo much the- warbling of birds, 
pleafe us much leis, becauie lels natural. 
The pleaiure of converfing with you, drags 
me on infeuiibly ; and pleafed with this 
tranfport, I flatter myfelf with the hopes of 
your affc^onate forgivenefs. 

Viennai September 8, 1776. 



Metailafio, late in hfe, readily joined in the 
almoft general complaint againfl rapid and 
difficult execution in .mulic ^ and yet, at 
other periods, he was partial to a FarinelH 
and a Gabrielli, whofe chief excellence was 
execution. The extraordinary talents, perhaps, 
of thefe fingers greatly- encreafed the cele- 
brity of his dramas ; but when that was 
firmly eftabhflied, it was natural for him to 
wifh to fimplify mufic, and render its powers 
inftgrior to thofe of poetry. Indeed there 
ney^r \vas |)Pfhfips a lyric poet who did not 
/^en with an evil ear to the rapturous ap-? 
plaufe given to a fiqger in performing an air, 
of which, according to the late Mr* Stilling* 

. fleet. 
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fleet, nobody would thiak of reading the 
words, but the author 

We fliall now return to Farinelli, in the 
correfpondence with whom there is a biaiui 
valde dejiendus^ from 1769101776, which has 
not been accounted for by the editor of his 
letters. In 1770, when I faw Farinelli at 
Bologna, and frequently mentioned Meta£» 
talio in our converfation ^, he ijpoke of him 
as his beloved Gemelh^ ihewed me his pifhire, 
and, in 1772, Metaftafio Ijpoke of Farinelli 
with reciprocal kindnefs : ib that there feems 
to have been no breach of friendihip, cool* 
nefs^ or diminution of aff66tion, on either 
fide, during the chaim in Metafiafio's printed 
correfpondence ; and the accident which 
pccafioned it remains yet to be difcovered* 

• ♦ 

LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE CAVALIEK FARINELLI. 

ft 

My poor abortion of an ode to Scbon^ 
krunn^ is really bom under the favourable 

^ Principles and power of mafic. 

influence 
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influence of all the planets The appro^ 

bation which it meets with, to the wonder 
«id confuiion of the'antfaor hitnfelf, is cerr 
tainlj not merited by it3 iutrinfic worth. 
That it ffiould appear marvellous to my dear 
Gemello, long blinded and feduced by bis old 
tender afFeftion, now transformed into na- 
ture, is a phsenom^non not difficult to ex^ 
plain ; but I am at a Ipfs to dheover how he 
has been able to communicate his partialiti^^ 
to their fevere and enlightened cminencieS| 
to fueh a degree as to incline them to honour 
fne with their benevolence and approbation. 
It now becomes your talk to endeavour to 
prelerve the advantages which you have pro- 
cured me, by reprefenting to them, with 
your enchtothig voice, my grateful, humble, 
and rclpedful fentiments to the Cardinal^ 
Borromeo and Buoncompagni i ail^ring the 
firft, that I have always prefent in my mind 
his venerated perlbn, with all the train of 
great qualities by x^hich it is diflinguiihed \ 
and affirm to the fecond, that notwithftand* 
ing the' viciiiitudes^ which-occalioned niv 

♦ 

* This ode, of which th^ author fpeaks in feveral leU 

ters to different perfons, did not appear in any of the pr inted 
copies of his works which \ liave fecn, during his life. It 
euxiiift6 of - twenty -iU itanzaS) fix lines in each. 

quitting 
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quittkig my countiy bdbre he had becMie il 
citizan of the worlds I am not ignorant how 
much he has honoured it, and how much 
his^ laudable aStiooSf and amiable mamiers 
have encreaied the luftre and iplendour to 
Vfhick* he was* bora. 

It- is ibme coufolation to me, that your 
fhwilitr complaints hare had the dilcretion 
to fubdde9.for a httle while ; mine are-coa« 
ftant ; bnt I dare not complain : at my age, 
t have no right to complain : murmuring 
would but irritate my infirmities, and render 
exiftence more painful* We have here, as 
well as you at Bologna, all the amufements 
of the Carnival : operas, plays, Italian and 
German, public and private balls, feflivity, 
banquets,- and- vigils, widiout end; but all 
thefe cannot produce^ in this tranquil nation^ 
that epidemic hiliarity, which in our gay cli- 
iMLtt is transfufed into all chara&ers, not 
only thofe that leek it not, but forcing itfelf 
even upon.tho& who wiih to avoid it. And 
at prefent, fuch as I are w^ll off if they can 
defend tlmnlelves from the horrible third 
winter, which, like the liver of Prometheus, 
re-produces itfelf : and it is certain, that 
without the valid patronage of our beneficent 
mVesy^ w6 Ihoiild at prefent be in the ftate 
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of thofe prefervations which you .have cer» 
taioly heard of, in the mountains of La 
Mancha^ or the Sierra Morena^ 1 forget which, 
that, without falting, become incorruptible 
when buried under a deep fnow. But you 
have fct me a fcribbUng, though the nerves 
of my head proteft againft it. Adieu, dear 
pemello* I do not put you in mind of Ipvr 
ing me, as, after fb many proofs, it would 
be a fpccies of ingratitude to imagine there 
was any occaiion for it : but by taking care 
of your health, you will give the beft proof 
pf it, to your moil copftant friend.. 

Viennai Febcvary 9, 1776. 

,JL E T T E R XIX. 

TO THE SAMEt 

It is not to prcfent you with the infipid 
fruit of my exhaufted foil ; but to. fulfil the 

inviolable right of our twinfliip, that I fend 

you a copy of my ode to Scb&nirumj which 
is juft conpie from the prefs, in order thac you 
may have the diftin&ion of being Hrft puniih* 
ed, in lome way or other, for the want of 
m^rit, which but too eafUy will be found in 
iny pro4u£tiQa- I did not acconipai^y xay 

• * f ■ 
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poor prefent with a letter, becaufe I muft 
hare done the fame to other peribns to whom 
•I owe reipe<Sl and gratitude; and the time it 
would have required^ would have robbed me 
of the merit of.folicitude. The more than 
cxccffivc clemency, which my moft auguft 
ibvereign has publicly exprefled, in fpeaking^ 
writing, and ads of generous munificence, 
ha» filled me with iuch joy and confufioa, 
that I was a long time incapa^e of thinking 
of it with any degree of compofure. Be not 
offended therefore, my dear Gemello, wid^ 
my innocent liience ; you oughts indeed, the 
more readily to forgive me, as the fame thing 
would have happened to your own heart, in 
fimilar circumftances. 

1 honeftly difburfed to our friend Poggi^ 
the affeftionate compliments which you 
remitted, and he is to reimburfe yoil, on 
account, when he ihall again fee the ais's 
tower ^. In the mean tinie, do you pay on 
my account two hundred kind remepi^ 
brances, accompanied with innumerable pro^ 
teAations of eAeem and affedion, to my 

* La Titrn digit Jfiulii. A celebnusd tower at 

Bologna, three hundred and (ixty feet high. TMs city, at 
a di fiance, his been compared to a ihip, of which the tQWer 
digit JfimlU feetns the maft* 

dear 
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dear and worthy Abate Taruffiy who ia ever 
preient to my thoughts; wiihiag him the 
demnificatioQS of fortune, who, at prefent, 
makes a fliamelefi parade of her hoftilities 
to merit. My health is not what I wifli it i 
but it is better than I have a right to expeft: 
fo that I dare not complain. Preierve your 
own carefully, and iail through the altemats 
good and bad vici^liitudes of life,, guided 
that found philolbphy with which nature has 
liberally fumiflied you, and contiaue to' be 
^Jf^ays as much mine as I am yours* 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE 8AMB. 

Here comes another moft cordial letter . 
from my beloved Gemelloy wfao^ through 
excefs of afFedion, repeats the approbation 
which he had profu&ly given in a former 
letter, to my few veries on the delights of 
Sebmirum% veries whidi have no other 
merit than what is refieded . on them, from 
the general favour and veneration which the 
public beibows oa every thing that concerns. 
, my admirable Sovereign ; and this repetition 

affords 
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iSord$ me infinite comfort, not merited bjr 
the Ibund of my difcordaot lyre, but as an 
indifputable teftimony of your affection, of 
which, though I am already convinced by a 
thouiand prooft, new confirmations are 
always received with delight. The thought 
of honouring my dear Gemello with a vifit, 
is worthy of the generous heart of her Royal 
Highnefs the Dutchefs of Parma, the illuftri- 
ous prote6b:e(s of the fine arts ; who is not 
only an exquifite judge of the abilities of 
artiils, but appreciates their probity, candour, 
and ipotleis morals ; rare merchandize, and 
not always iufficiently valued. I can never 
forget her performing the part of Apollo, by 
which, with her enchanting voice and ange- 
lic figure, (he rendered one of my feeble* 
dramatic compofitions, written by order of 
my moft auguft Patronefs,' admirable and 
fublime, and lifted me up to a degree of hap- 
pinefs, of which 1 fliall ever be proud* 
• The benign gracioufhefs with which I have 
been remembered by her Royal Highnefs, at 
oncc^ c<Mnforts and confounds me, in the 
generous manner with which (he has deigned 
to fignify it repeatedly, to the Venetian 
Ambaffador, Count Durazzo^ and to my* 
dear Gemello : and from the fituation of your 

own 
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own heart on fimilar uoexpeded occafions, 
you may perfeftly imagine wliat muft be 
the emotions of mine. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello, I fliould write 
alonger letter, if my conftant hypochondriac 
aflreftions, rendered more troublefome and 
perverie by the cold, would let me ; but in 
fpite of all my defedls and infirmities, con- 
tinue to love me. 

Vienna, November 13, 17 76. 



The next letter to Farinelli, dated March 
t^r 17779 contains little more than thanks 
for a prefent of various things fent in a cheft, 
which was not yet arrived ; and elegant com-* 
pliments and grateful eiFuiions to . Cardinal 
Bumeempagniy for his partiality towards 
himt and expreffions of gratitude to a 
» Bolognefe phyfician, who had enriched his 

difpenfary with a prefcription in pure love of 
poetry. He finiflies this letter in the follow- 
ing manner ; 1 fliall not Ipeak to you of 
my incorruptible complaints, which I pre- 
tend not to deftroy, and fhall forgive all the 
plague they occadon, provided they da not 
iurpa& my patience/* 

The 
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' Tlie fhttiglta^ as he calls the chefti being^ 
arrived^ he writes as follows : 

4 ^ 

LETTER XXI. 

TO FARIKSLLI. 

The day before yefterday, the 20th inft.* 
I was informed of the arrival at the caftom 
houfe, of the cheft, which you had feut me ; 
and yefterday morning, I received, and had 
it opened in my prefence, and found it full 
of moft powerful temptations of every kind. 
The iirft thing I thought of, was to feek and 
tafte the fimnel*, chofen by you as a treat 
for my favourite guefts. I beUeve this is the 
moft delicate iimnel that ever came out of 
the exquilite Ihop of Parthenope. Oh my 
poor tempej:a];ice ! thou art in the moft 
imminent danger* And how can iiich aflaults 
be refifted ? Thefe famous myrtles top I 
Thefe little boxes compofed and omame9t^4 

f JU^acciudh is a cake made at Naples, of flour, 
fugar^*^ eggS) and fwect wine, very different from ^ 
ShrewllH^y fiinnel| whiph a rich plum-cake i^kclofed in 
ah inipenebaHe cafe, or cnift made of flopr and water, 
and' ooloiired wit)i fafiron, which preferves it fiom injury 
and decay in the longeft voyages to the moft remote parts 
«ft^^W* . 

y.Qh: iiu o for 



Digitized by Google 



for the ttbte of JoVft I Thofe exceUent kcd- 
quinceSy with which the maiden care of the 
genteel inhabitants of the monaftery of Samft 
Lorenzo^ difdains not to flatter the palates^ 
of others ; and that- inundation of odours, 
piquant and exquifite liqueurs^ with which 
you fcruple not to raife a tumult in the too 
fenfible nerves of your poor Gemello's head ! 
But the moft violent feduftion of all, anJ. 
that which occafions the greateft agitation in 
my mind, is refleSing upon the kind matt* 
ile'r iti which you muft have been for ibme 
time employed in the fervice of your Gemel- 
I09 while chufing, ordering, and coUe&ing to<^ 
gether, fuch a combination of various, exqui- 
£te, and precious merchandife* Accept my 
moft hearty and affedionate thanks: but that 
I nciay not abufe your kindne^ to the injury of 
my health, and that thcfe teftimonies of 
your love, may be of loiig duration, they 
fhall be enjoyed with the moft prudent par- 
fimony. 

I received fome weeks ago, an obliging 
ktter froiin SigHora GiaciHta Betti Omfrk: 
a lady who voluntarily^ a few years ago, 
began to honour me with her letters, by' 
which alone Ihe is known to mcr I an^ 
fwered them ; and as ihe faluted vox in your 
" ' ■ \ ^ name. 
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hame, I charged her with my kindcft com-: 
plimehts to you in return ; pray tell me, at 
your convenience, whether ihe executed my 
commiffion. Adieu, my deareft Charles. My 
head rebels^ and has been for fome weeks 
more troublefome than ufual : but in fpite 
of it, I have been, am at prefent, and ever 
fliall be, while I exift, yours. 

Vieaaa, A^eh 22cl| 1777* ^ 

LETTER XXII. 

to TH£ SAME. 

Your moft kind anfwer of the 8th infh 
permits me not, my dear Gemello, to re- 
main , in that lilence which my renewed 
hypochondriac complaints but too juftly 
authorize ; as, contrary to expefbtion, the 
return of winter has driven us back again to 
the protedion of our ftoves, which we had 
abandoned. The perafal of your letter has 
been more efficacious in calming my gloomy 
humours, than all the antidotes of philofp- 
phy, which promife fo much, and perform Co 
little. 1 have difcovered how precious to me, 
are the choice and exquiiite dainties with 
which you have enriched me, by that ava- 

o 2 ricious 
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mions ^pugnaace which I kk it! diftribtf-* 
tiag any part of therrir even to perfons to 
whom I owe themoft fincere gmtitude : but 
the pain which the facrifice occafixMied, haS' 
been recompenfedby the great pleftfufe which , 
the approbation of my friends ha& occafioned^ 
ted bj the renewal of tlie juft praifes be* 

flowed on the qualities of my dear Gemello^ 
wfaich^ to my great delight^, I find the 
whole wopld well informed. 

I am conftifed^ and proud o£ the partial 
benignity with wiiich the moft venerated 
Cardinal Buoncompagm regards me. And as 
you are juridically authorifed to procure me 
it$ tohtihiidhce, with the opportune and re- 
peated proteftations of my grateful, dutiful^ 
iind profound refpdft, I here* fblemnly de* • 
clare you, in this moft important negotia- 
tion, my procurator^ ot rather, my Alter 
£Go. Adieu, dearefl Gemello,. preferve 
yotrrfelf carefully, if you would cotttribute to> 
the prefervation of your, &c. 

Vioma, April ziy 1777. 



LET- 
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L ^ T L E R XXIII. 

TO THS SAME. 

lip YOU, my 4ear GemeUo, fin4 yoviifelf 
involved in the difficulties of the Plagal tones^ 
I lun not among the Authentic The laft 
winter afiailcd me with rheupiatifm^ teuhon 
of nerves, implacable hypochondria, and 
other gentilities: from which the prefent 
benign (ealbn promiles to deliver me^ 
though with lei^ promptitude than I ihould 
wiih. But according to the ancient pro^ 
verb, we fliou^d fuffer under the auipices. of 
conftant refignation ; hoping for good, and 
f derating epil.'^'^ 

I thank you for the important perfonagc 
which you made me reprefent in the con« 
fiftory held by the three worthy Cardinals in 
your houfe : and when, and where, either 
in Ipeech or writing, it is in your power, I 
beg you wiU npt neglc<3: prefexititig to them 
my grateful and profound refpe6ls. 

An intrepid editor at Paris, has undertakeii 
a magnificent and exjpenfive edition of all my 

a-AUuding to the mlefiaftical tones of Canto feimo, for 
^aaiccoiiiit of whicb, fee Hiftory of Mu^Cy vol ii. p. 13, 

o 3 works; 
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works ; and in informing me of his deiign, 
has tranfmitted to me proofs of eleven of the 
|)latesy alrea^dy excellently engraved : and if 
the reft correfpond with thefe, the cornice 
will be much more rich and elegant t}^t^ 
the building. I fhall in due time inform 
you of the farther progrefs of this enterprize. 

Notwithftanding my having called for 
affiftance in devouring the dainties with 
which your feducing Flottiglia has enriched 
my ftore-room^ I have not yet come to the 
bottom of my ftores ; fo that I ftiU cpntin\ie^ 
and fliall, the Lord knows how much longr 
er, to mafticajte your favours, and m^tally 
to embrace the amiable donor. Adieu* 
incomparable Gemelio. 

Vienna, June 2.1, 1777, 



LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE fAMB. 

Having read with the higheft fatisfa£lion| 
ibme weeks ago, in letters from Rome, that 
his Eminence Cardinal Buoncompagni was 
preparing to return to Bologna, I rejoiced 
pxtremely at the thoughts of your happineis^ 
gn4 wiihed inftimtly to cpn^ratulftte you 
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vpon it ; but my abominable hypochondriac, 
or rather hyfterical afFe&ions, were ia fucb 
a tumult, that I durfl not touch the pen. 
At prefent, as you have confirmed this plea& 
ing news in your letter of the 25 th of July, 
which is but juft received, I fly with my 
whole mind to Bologna, to embrace au4 
felicitate you, and to participate of your uu* 
cxpefted happineis, iu ipite of the obftinate 
periecutions of my various maladies. Do 
you be my eloquent delegate with this moft 
worthy Cardinal, and contrive to convince 
him of my veneration, gratitude, and re^e^ 
. What can I fay to the unlblicited generous 
partiality of that moft worthy Marchioneft 
Pepoli Spaddj in favour of my poor filly 
rhymes? The pidure which you have 
drawn of her, with the. enumeration of her 
rare qualities and accomplifliments, render 
me proud of th^ acquiiition of fuch a pro* 
tedreis, and I fliould be much more fb if I 
did not believe her deluded by your twinl^ 
&dudion. I envy extremely the fate of that 
volume of my writings, whigh the 4b0tt 
Pignatelli has exalted to the dignity of his 
companion \ and am only fi)rry that be will 
not be better rewarded for the trouble of 
uking it with him. Expreis to both my 
gratitude ; ^ou, who are not incommoded 

9 4 with 
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with my confofioQy may do it much bettor 
than me. 

I cxptSt footi to receive the Paris editor^s 
propofs^ : and ihall inform you, the inftant 
they arrive, of the plan and conditions of 
this vaft enterprize* He wrote me word 
&me time ago, that he ihould airociatQ 
partners, and take in fubfcripttons i not for 
lidvancing money, but to aicertain the num- 
ber of copies which he may venture to work 
o£ Nothing is to be diiburfed till the work 
torne^ out, which will be delivered by a 
volume or two at a time* 

Speak not to me, my dear Gemello, of 
Another fidttiglia : I cannot get to the end of 
the firft; think therefore whether I can 
aMow you to lend a fecond. Befides» more 
virtue than I poffels, is necclfary to prevent 
^temperance in the xSt of your kindne&: 
and you, my dear Gemello, fhould be more 
Iblkitousfor my health, than fenliiai plealiire* 
' Adieu» dear Gemello : pre&rve in your- 
ftlf a rare model of amiable, honeft, gene- 
tOM^ and prudent men, in the midA of fuch 
fcarcity; be affured that I perfeflly know 
you, and therefore can never ceafe to be 
truly yours. 

Vieooa, Auguft 12, 1777. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXV. 

to' the same. 

The fteady atid neat writing of your laft 
dear letter of the 1 5th inftant, the chearfui 
humour which reigns iii it, and the gay 
iyxnpofiacs which you deicribe, if they do 
not entirely make me amends, my dear 
Qemello, for my afiUdion at the news of 
the cruel and violent hurricane which your 
health has lately fufiered; I at lead hope 
that this unexpected attack which you fo 
valiantly repelled, was inferior to your re* 
maining vigour : aud that it has made no 
imprefiions on your machine, which can 
difturb its equilibrium. 1 congratulate you 
on this circumftance, though I do not wiih 
you, however, to h^ve frequent occafions for 
iuch congratulation. 

You lhall be obeyed in due time, with 
refped to the copies which you wilh of the 
new Paris edition; but the propofals not 
being yet arrived, I am unable to anfwer 
your queries. 

I am truly fenfible of the zeal which' his 
^xiinence Cardinal Buoncompagni exprefles 

for 
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for £orre£UoDS ia the Paris edition; but 
it is difficult to promife them all, as the 
* editions whence this will be printed, are fo 
numerous. 1 certainly fliall not fail to re* 
ipommend the meafures he wiflies to have 
purfued : and in the mean time, plume mj- 
felf in having my poor labours honoured 
V^ith the attention of fo great a Patron. 
Prcfent to him, I entreat you, my gratitude 
and veneration. Affure the moft obhgiug 
Marchionefs SpaJa, and the Ahsitc Pigna- 
tellu of my gratitude, and that they ihall 
be informed pf the method of becoming fub^ 
icribers to the new edition, as well as of the 
time for paying their money, and receiving 
their books, as ibon as I ihall know it my- 
. felf ; but of which, at prefent, I am wholly 
ignorant. 

Our honoured friend, SignorP^^/, has 
t>een very long in paying you the fraternal 
embraces which I configned to his carej; 
but the pleafure which you exprefs in receiv- 
ing them, will not allow me ^o complain of 
this delay. ' 

Adieu, dear Geinello ; take care of your^ 
Iclf for your own fake, as well as mine, for 
the reaibns given warm from my heart in 
my l^ft letter ; and which you, from gratis 
tude and ^i^r^ate goodnefs, repay mc with 
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{ntereft. I am pleafed with your |sanegy% 

rical expre0ioiis, as proceeding from that 
affectionate ihort-fightednefiy which make^ 
^ou xniaCf and me yours. 

J. E T T E R XXVI. 

TO TH£ SA^S. 

The hilarity of yonr dear letter, of the 

Stoth of Odtober, whichy I know not for 
what rcafon, only arrived yefterday, ha9 
given me more tha^i ufual pleafure. If this 
ferenity is a phyfieal confequenc^ of thd 
good ftate of your health, I congratulate you 
on the folidity of your little frame ; and if it 
is the fruit of your pbilofophical meditatiout 
I admire the vigour of your mind. My 
thoughts have not beea ioaiSUve concerning 
you, during my fileiice : I have always beeq 
thinking of my Gemello, even during an 
iiidifcreet attack of eryiipolas in my }eft foot, 
which has confined me to the haufe four 
entire weeks : aiid yet I owe it no ill-will, 
OS it has left me in a better fiate than it 
found me. We are here up to tlie chin in 
froft ^n4 iiiow 5 but grown callous, by the 

frequency 
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frequ e nc y of fych ftvours, wc pa/ Jlttl? 
regard to them.. 

Yet the Teutonic winter will certainly be 
revenged for our preieat contempt^ by ibnio 
infupportably cold weather; but we flatter 
ourfelves that it will not be of long duration, 
and in the mean time, are prep^iring fof 
our defence* I envy your vicinity to ibe 
venerated Cardinal Buoncompagni^ the wor- 
thy Marchioneis Spada^ and the moil accom<< 
pliihed Abate Pignatelli: to all whom I beg 
of you to prefent grateful and fincerf 
refpedts. 

The printer, Reggianoy pledges himfelf for 
what I cannot poffibly give; having repeat* 
•cdly promifed, long fince, all my inedited 
« worlds to the publiiher of the Paris edition* 
He had better wait for the French pre6i 
auid copy into his edition all that is new 
. it : but then thofe pieces will not be inedi* | 
ted. It would be great pity if the whole ^ 
impreffion^ as you feem to fear, ihould 
remain on bis hands. The public would be ^ 
robbed of the numerous inftru£Uotis coa« 
cerning the dramatic art, which, in this | 
edition, would ornament my poor poetical 
follies. Adieu, dt ar^Gemello, forget not to 
believe me, &c. .&c. 

P. S- 
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■p. S. Upon a moref accurate perufal of 
your letter, I find it dated the loth of De- 
cember, and not Odober. Therefore^ it is 
but yi& to exculpate the poft. 

VieniBy Dmtnber 30, 1777. 



LETTER XXVIL 

TO THE SAM£« 

Aftbr a moft beautiful Spring, during 

the firft tliirteen days of the prefent month, 
that had rendered thia country wami and 
finiling ; the treacherous winter is returned, 
and has mortified the fields and plants whicb 
bad put on their green and flowery dreis ^ 
fo that your dear letter found me again 
muffled up ia the furs and flannels which I 
had but juft laid afidc, and extremely fcan- 
dalized at the difcourteiy of this climate* 
Since yefterday, it has feemed inclined ta 
behave better ; but I ihall not truft to it, and * 
fiiall adhere to the fage Spaiiifli proverb ; 
Hajiael quaranta de Mayo no te qmi€s el fayo** 
You are all occupied with the reprefenta- 
nion of Alcefte ; and we are equally employed 

• TUlthefbrtidliofMaf 

} Flin^ thy cloak not away. 

by 
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by the lacred eloquence of father "Francefco 
Maria of Bologna ; who^ in theltalian nation- 
al church here, has not only coileded and edi- 
fied a noble and moft numerous audience, by 
^ the.fermons and difcourfes which he has fo 
ably given, but greatly encreafed the juft 
reputation and efteem which he had acquif -^ 
ed in this city two years ago. His depart-* 
lire hence is fixisd for the next month ; Jbc^ 
is charged with my moft alFedionate and 
fraternal remembrances, with aU the viva- 
city ^vhich could be given to them, confiftent 
tirith the ieriou^ and refpedtabl^ charader 
which he fuflains. 

My health being better, as I have hereto-' 
foire iaidy than 1 have a right to expedi:, I 
dare tiot give ivay to the temptation^ to 
which I am but too much inclined, of coni- 
plaining. I muft, however, perpetually 
recommend to you the care of your own 
health, if you have any Value for mine, 
Negled not to keep me in the remembrance 
of the moft worthy Cardinal Buoncompagni^ 
and in that of the no leis worthy and noble 
houfe of Spada-y accept my thanks for the 
precious lentils which you have lent me, 
and believe, without ever lacriiegioufly 
doubting of it^ that I am yours. 

Vienna, April 23, 1778. 

3 LET- 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

' TO TH£ SAME. 

i 

I WISH, my dear Gemello, that our twin« 

ihxp made you refcmblc me lefs in the too 
frequent irregularities 6( health ; but your 
dear letter of the firfl: of this month, con- 
yinces me, that you are no lefs obliged to 
be always upon your guard againft iniidious 
attacks of your tranquillity. I know that 
the moft fpecific drug for our maladies, is 
patience ; but to put it in pradice requires 
heroifm; and it has ever been my opinion, that 
the trade of a hero is not long (upportable. 

The benign remembrance of me by the 
Arch-dukes at Milan, at once conlbles and 
confounds me : and I entirely participate in 
the favour which they have manifefted to 
you. It is but juil, that he who ihares your 
pains, ihould partake of your honours. In« 
eluded in this account, are likewife the vifits 
which you receive from their Eminences, 
Buoncampagni^ and Simoni: to the firft of 
whom, I befeech you to renew the ulual 
atteitations of my veneration, as well as of 
my refped and gratitude to all the iUuftrious 

family 
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fiimily of Spada^ and to all others who 
hoaour me with their remembrance ; but in 

particular, to the very worthy father Fran-^ 
cefco Maria of Bologna; who, id a moft 
obliging letter, has given me a very exa£t 
account of the fiate of your health, and of 
my fituation in your good heart, as well as 
of the afie&ionate and obliging reception 
with which you have honoured him. 

I hope you have already feen and read, 
the propoials of Molini the printer, at Paris, 
for publifliing a complete and magnificent 
edition of all my works : I ihould inilantly* 
have tranfmitted his propofals to you by the 
poft, if I had not feen the names of Meiirs* 
^aruj^ of Bologna, in the hft of commif* 
fioners for receiving fubfcriptions and deliver- 
ing the books, when ready ; which rendered 
, my original intention u&lefs. 

I ihoxild lengthen my letter^ but it is late, 
and I have people all around me ; (b that 
with a tender and haily embrace, I, for the 
prefentj take my leave, 

Vienna, June i8, I7jf8^ 

The liibfequent letters' of this year to 
Farinelli, are chiefly ou the fubjedl of the 

• 4 Paris 

« 
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Paris edition of the poet* s works, and mutual 
Gomplaintsof infirmities and declining heal^* 
In September, he fays—'' Here,* the fea^n, 
which had already threatened us witl> the 
return of winter, is again become ic^reiie, 
temperate, and in every particukir plea- 
•' fant ; I hope that your*s }^ likewiie 
*' changed ibr the better, that the 
** indllpofitions of which you complain, will 
'' be all removed. Mine, ^y dint of habit, 
have familiarized me to patience ; fo that I 
*' do not complain of tii^em, except Ibme 
phyiicai fliock of th^ machine torments 
me more than ufu^; Employ yourfelf, 
'' my dear Gemello/ as much as pollible, to 
•' divert your attention from thofe gloomy 
xheditations to ^hich I perceive you in« 
*' clined, and which, inftead of relieving, 
encreafe our - bufferings. Your former 
felicity was not fufficient to make you lofe 
" your equilibrium ; a proof, that your 
'< mind does not \^ant the necelfary vigour 
for facing inconvenience. Adieu. I find 
<' that I have already moralized too much. 
Do not ceafe to love me, or, at leaft, to 
think of me, which did not ufe to put you 
out of humour ; and J will do the fame : 
confbling myfelf always with the pleafure 
VOL. HI. p I feci, 
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I feel, in fuppofing that I am poffefled of 
•* your aiFe£lion/' 

LETTER XXVIX. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARIKELLI. 

It is not from entertaining the lead doubt 

of your afFedion, on account of the time 
that has elapfed iince your laft letter, but 
to interrupt the prefcription of ib long a 

■ 

fitence, that I vanquiih my too reaibnable 
repugnance to writing, which daily en- 
creafes with my age ; and likewife to give 
you on paper, a thoufand of thofe embraces 
that I never ceafe giving with my heart, 
which is always the fame for you. In the 
news which has arrived here of the earth- 
quake at Bologna, you have been the firft 
obje£i: of my reflections. But not having 
found your name in any account which has 
been received here, I have aflured myfelf^ 
that you and your chattels have been unhurt : 
and this I am the more inlined to hope, as 
a letter from his eminence Cardinal Buon* 
cmpagnu addreifed to one of his correfpond* 
ents in Vienna, confiderably dimini(hes the 
horrors of the firft account, which were 

extremely 
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^eitremely exaggerated. The fame will like^ 
wife happen to you concerning the account 
our magazine of powder being blown up ; 
which by the force of tragic eloquence in 
the iirft relators^ announced the deftruftion 
of Vienna. Amidft ail thefc events, my 
health obftinately preferves a good appear"-^ 
ance ; but^ though • it deceives others, it is 
not fufficient td deceive myielf^ who really 
feel the inlidious progrefs internally making 
by the enemy : and, like a theatrical heroj I 
am never able to impofe on imyfelf in the 
iame manner as I do ou the fpedlators. 

Yaenna, Atigiift 19^ 1779. 

LETTER XXX. 

9 

TO TH£ SAME* 

Your moft cordial letter of the i2th inft. 

as ufual, full of thofe afFettionate expreffions, 
of which, without ingratitude, I cannot 
doubt the fincerity ; and feaibued with that 
gay and ierene eloquence, which alone can 
announce the regular equilibrium of our 
humour, has coufolcd, rejoiced, and furnifhed 
me with arguments to confirm me in the 
hope, that heaven will long be propitious 

p a to 
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to my prayers, in preferving your life for th^ 
Iblace of your friends, and as a model 
for thofe who are capable of knowing and 
imitating you. I, who feci the weight of a 
pen at our time of life, gratefully receive 
inftances of that afie&ion, which ilimulates 
you from time to time, to comfort me with 
your letters. Pa^ire Guardiano minutely 
informed me of the delightful day which he 
pailed with you in your garden of the He& 
perides ; and I confoled myfelf for not being 
of the party, by thinking of your own pleafure 
on this occafion, and wifliing you a repeti- 
tion of that happihefi ; flattering myfelf with 
the hopes of the Gemello not being wholly 
abfent, though far diflant. 

I believe myfelf entirely indebted to your 
conftant partiality, for boing ftill remem- 
bered by the Spada family, by Cardinal 
Buoncompagni^ the Duke Riarhj Signor Pign" 
atellu ' and Signor Germani Valdivia : and beg 
of you to continue the tafk of helping me to 
fecure fiich'an invaluable blcfling, by repre- 
fenting to ihem the refpe6l and veneration 
with which I am imprefl by their condelcen- 
fion* Prefent particular thanks to Duke 
Riario, for the pains which he takes in cm- 
belhihing one jof my poor dramatic children 

with 
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mrkh his elegant mufic 5 and, in gratitude, I 
wifh him patieuce to perform the operisition. 

Cardinal Migazzi^ Count Rofenbergf and 
the ' Spaniih Ambailador^ will have your 
compliments, whenever I am able to tran* 
(port myfelf into their vortex, vrhich is at 
prefent too tumultuous for me. 

Forget not, I entreat you, to render par- 
ticular thanks to our good father Guardiano, 
for the lively account which he has given 
jne of the extafy into which he was raviihed^ ' 
at hearing what a vahant defence your voice 
has made againft the injuries of time. I have 
it AiU firefh in my meqaory, and I might 
&y in my ears, what it was when yon firft 
afcended the.throne of the whole vocal band: 
(o that I ^m not furprifed at his iurprife* 

Vienna^ November 23^ 1^7^ 



At this late period of the poet*s life^ he . 

fxot only preferved his epiftolary intercourfe, 
with furviving old friends, but accepted thp 
voluntary offers of new correfpondents, who 
iblicited his approbation, advice, or acquaiht** 
{ince* Of the former glafs^ was the Abate 
Qa/fo, to whom the firft letter in the collec- 
tiony that feems to have been preferved, is 

p 3 dat^4 
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dated 1778, ^hen the Poet was arriv^4 
his eightieth yc9^% 

LETT ^B, XXXI. 

TO THE ABAT£ DON Al^TONIO GALFO^ 

Six days ago, your moft obliging lett^r,| 
dated at Rome the firll: of June laft year^ 
Vas fent to my houfe by Count Erneji 
jyHarr(icbi which letter (1 know not by 
^hat accident) having beei> nine months on 
the road, has at length put me in pofiefiioa 
of your furprifing mock-heroic poem. I 
have attentively read, and greatly admirec^ 
it ; nor do 1 icc it poilible for me, without 
being guilty of ufurpatipn, to arrogate tQ 
myfelf the title of your Mafter, with which 
through exceiMf politenefs, you have qua-, 
liiied me in your letter. How could Ipollir 
bly communicate to You, that ardent, and 
prodigioufly fertile vigour of fancy, which I 
feel but too fcnfibly I do not poflefs? 
How, immeried as I have always been, 
even to a fault, in mv conftant endlefs natu- 
ral doubts, CQuld I infpire you with that 
frank and noble ardour, with which you 
have dared to open and purine a road hithero 

unknown. 
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onknowiiy tlirough which you have mounted 

to the fummit of ParnalTus ? Ah, my good 
Abate, ailault not, I befeech you, my due 
moderation with temptations fo violent : do 
}uftice to your well-known merit : accept of 
the hncere ieutiments of gratitude which 1 
proteft, both for the valuable gift, and the 
manifeil gratuitous partiahty with which 
you honour me, and which I moft amply 
return ; and permit me, inftead of arrogating 
the title of Mailer, to fubfcribe myfelf your 
faithfi^l Servaat. 

VUsDSOp Febniaiy 26, 1778. 

. LETTER XXXII. 

TP THB SAM9* 

» • 

Whobvsr ihall rpad the lively, moral, 

and feftive conipotition, entitled // Tempio 
deUa FoUta, The Temple of Folly, will be 
obUged to confefs, tliat the author of it is 
truly* a poet, both by art' and nature* I 
have rcTperuied it always with new pleafure ; 
I have admired its ingenuity, and harmoni- 
ous facility ; and have diicovered in it many 
inconteftable truths, which have always been 
before our e^eS| without my ever feeing 

p 4 them* 
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them. Congratulate yourfelf in my namCs^ 
if you pleafe, and in that of the worthy 
Count Girolamini. 

In order to avoid much writings (911 
ceconomy at prefent to nie but too neceflary} 
I anfwer at once the letter which accompa« 
nied your poem, and that which you fent 
with the letter of the Abate Sahinit full of 
affedtionate and kind expreffions, which \ 
return from the bottom of my heart. 

Drive from your thoughts, my dear Sig^ 
Calfo^ as evil temptations, the delire of 
crofling the Alp$, in order to uudece^ve your-, 
jelf concerning my merit ; and be conftant 
to bear with me at a diflance. Convinced 
of the goodnefs of your heart, 1 fliall freely 
avail myfelf of your generous ofiers, when-, 
. ever any urgent occafion prefents itfelf : orj^ 
rather I ihall begin now, by loading you 
with injunftions to continue to me your 
afieOioii and regard ; to believe me invari-s 
ably yours; and never tp doubt that I am 
y i£h the trueft efteem and gratitude, &c. 

• . . Vienna, July 25, 1778. 



The Abate Salvini's application, to Metaf- 
taliOy being mentioned vtk the preceding let^ 

ter. 
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te^ this f^cra^ to t)Q lM |>1^9 for its ioibv* 

« 

I« e T T E XXXUI. 

TO TQiS; 4BATS XSUCA SALVINI. 

t AM extremely grateAil for your oblige 

}ng attentipn in making nae acquainted 
^ith the luminous progreis of our academy ; 
which, as you inform me, is rendered more 
)lluftrious every 'day, by frequent and 
fublime aggregations; and I ihould be 
e:fttreinely proud, if it were in my power to 
procure it the gratification of which my 
worthy colleagues are at prefcnt fo ambi- 
tious. But this is not the time for thinking 
of it ; for who would propofe a place in a 
literary academy, to a prince not only 
occupied with his ftate affairs in Vien- 
na, but adlually in the camp of Bohemia, 
regulating the motions of two hundred tliou- 
fand armed mtn, who depend upon his nod? 
and even if he were in his capital, in the 
boibm of the moft profound and tranquil 
peace, my due relpedl woyld not permit me 
to utter with my lips the proportion which 
yo^ fuggeft. So much the iels, as what 

• lately 
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lately happened at P^ris is fufficient to dif. 

courage lUch a liberty; where, though the 
Emperor honoured a meeting of the moft 
celebrated of the royal academies' with hi^ 
prelence, yet he neither defired, nor was it 
propofed to him, as 1 have ever learned, to 
become an integral part of it. Perhaps 
fome perion high in office, honoured with 
the familiarity of his foverelgn, availing - 
himfelf of the opportunity of chufing ibme 
favourable moment, might rifk the men- 
tioning fuch a bufmels ; but thefe are Qot 
operations for fuch as me, obliged by pruf 
flence to confine myfelf within tbe^narro^r 
limits to which I am reilrided by the duties 
of my office. You ivill, I hope, excuie 
my perhaps too great timidity, which may 
be indulged to an excefs; but remember^ 
that at prefent, my age will npt allow me to 
attempt the correction of natural defeds, of 
bad habits, Punifh me not for this invplun-? 
tary crime, by diminifhing my favour, and 
^nd believe me, with the higheft reljpeft 

^nd regard, &c. 

Vienna, June 25, 1778, 
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E T T E R XXXIV. 

TO SIG. MATTHIAS VERAZI, 

SecretMj to bis Higbiufs the Ek&or Palatine^ 

By the opportunity of a courier, I was. 
Ipeedily fumifhed with a copy of Europa 
riconofchita, which you have been fo obhging 
as to lend me. In this compoiition, I find 
ixiy friend, Signor Verazi, always equal to 
himfelf: flowing, happy, clear, and rich in 
, tjiat enviable fertility of fancy which con- 
ilitutes th^ principal merit of dramatic . 
poetry^ and which communicates itfelf to 
^1 the ijiifej'ior arts eoiployed in its i upport, 
I rejoice and congratulate you on obtaining 
the favours of fo enlightened a city ; and 
find nothing r^prchenfible ifli the book you 
fent me, except the manifell excei^ of par- 
tiality, with which you publicly fpcak of 
me : an exce6 which J can no otherwife 
accept, than as a confequence of that dim- 
fightednefs which the frien^ihip with which 

ypu hpnour ^e occafions. 

Vieiuia, September 39 1778. 

. Metaftafio 
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Metaftaflo, fearful of offending, and ever 

jdoubtful of his own favour, both with the 
public and his Imperial benefactors, could 
never be prevailed upou to rilk the dilplea-^ 
iiire of either ; as he would not venture ta 
print ^ny of his writings, till they h^d beer^ 
approved in their peiTormance or peniial 
while in manufcript, nor to try his influence 
at a court which he had fo long delighted, by 
foliciting benefits either for himfelf or friends. 
And perhaps to this prudent backwardnefs 
in folicitation, he cKved the countepance and 
condeicenfion with whith he was fo long 
honoured. However benevolent and willing 
to confer favours gratuitoufly, princes may 
be, it is natural for them to keep at a dii^ 
tance the importunate ; who by being refufe4 
what it may be inconvenient, improper, or 
impoflible to gjaiit, become adlive and im-r 
placable enemies. The following letter iq 
anfwer to a lolicitor for court patronage, 
through the influence of the poet, will en« 
able the reader to judge of his realpns fof . 
putting a negative on the requeft. 
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LETTER XXXV. ^ 

TO FATHER FILIPPO STANISLAO MEI.ANO* 

The Sonnet which your reverence has 
been pleafed to fend me; is worthy of its 
ingenious and learned author, and I feel all 
the weight of gratitude which . is due 
from me, for luch a partial remembrance ; 
and fhould be proud if it were in my power 
to mauifeft my fenfe of your kindneis, by a 
prompt execution of your refpefted com- 
mands. But as my admirable Ibvereign is 
|)crfecuted with an inundation of bad Italian 
poetry for the moft part, which iince his 
journey to Rome, is perpetually pouring in 
upon him, he ha^ clearly exprelfed his deter- 
mination to receive no more. Now how 
would it be poflible for me to have 'the 
courage to demand an audience (as there are 
no other means of getting into his prefcncc), 
and pretend that he Ihould lend an ear to 
my poetical ledure, at. a time when he is 
immerfed in the ferious affairs of a war, 
which is at prefent in its moft violent fer- 
mentation ? By doing this, I fhould run too 
great a ri(k of injuring both the merit of 

.4 . 
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the author, and my own chara£ler^ for 
refpeft and difcfetion. I entreat you to fiig- 
gefl: to me fome more favourable opportunity 
of demonftrating my obedience, and efteem* 

Vienna, January 13, 1779* 



In the following letter to the Abate 
Galfo, we have the poet's opinion of contro* 
Verfy and polemics. 

LETTER XXXVL 

TO THE ABATE GALFO. 

In the parcel from you, which I received 
through the favour of the Apoftolic Nuncio, 
I find impreflions of two of my letters writ- 
ten to yourfelf, in which their only merit is 
the jufticc which I render to your talents ; 
and the having fulfilled this indifpenfible 
duty, fbmewhat diminifhes the mortification 
which 1 feel when any of my writings are 
printed, from that innate want of confidence 
in myfelf, which through the whole courfe 
of my life, has robbed me in a great meafure, 
of the limited powers which were allowed 
me. I am extremely pleafed at the perfedl 

analogy 
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analogy which there appears to be, between 
my opinions and thofe of the learned jouma-« 
lifts which you mention, and congratulate 
myfelf on the occafion. I wilh I were able 
to felicitate you on the acquilition of that 
tranquil philofophy, which the moft excel- 
lent authors want, to render them infenlibie 
to the inevitable aflaults of detraftion. But 
remember,' my much refpeded Abate, that 
no race of men has been plagued with this 
aboxninable contentious ipirit, ib much .as 
n\en of learning- Think of Scaliger^ Eraf- 
mus, Scbioppusy Muretus^ &c. I pity hu« 
manity for nothing fo much as that infirm- 
ity, which by its violence, reduces men« 
venerable for their dodrine, to the level of 
adors on a public ftage, for the diverfion of 
idiots. If you would avenge, yourielf and 
crufli envy, it muft be done by an encreafc 
of merit. And the ipecific which I prefcribe 
to you, is the only one which I have ever, 
propofed to mylclf. 

It is .neceffary to be feized (as for my good 
fortune (eems your cafe) with an exceffive 
degree of kindnefs and partiality in my 
favour, to exalt into a model my old Epitba- 
lamium, written during the firil effer- 
vefcence of a juvenile fancy, when wholly 

ignorant 
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ignorant how much it wanted a bridle. But 
this kind of folemn approbation, widi which 
you have honoured it, has reconciled me t» 
it ib much, that I am now blind to its de- 
feds, and am proud, that it has in any 
degree given occaiion to fo new, delicate, 
and pleafing a production as yours ; or rather, 
that it has in any way Teemed to entitle 
me to a fliare of your praile; I congratulate 
you on the conflant favour of the mufes, and 
am, &c. 

Vienna, March a8, ijjg. 

* 

LETTER XXXVIL 

. TO THE SAME. 

Your moflbeautiful Epithalamium, neatly 
printed, has been delivered to me ibme days, 
together with the remarks of the learned 
journaliils. I have received new pleafure in 
the perufal of the firft, by the mafterly man- 
ner with which you have contrived to re&ify 
the miftakes of my early inexperienced 
youth; and in the fecond, have- applauded the 
exad: juilice rendered to your extraordinary 
merit, which chcreafes every day— Take 
care of your health fcr the honour of our 

Parnaflus 
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Parnaffus ; pity my necclfity fot brevityi and 

give mc new opportunities of maiiifefting 

my obedience to your commands. 

ViensMi Odober i8) 1779* 



Though the following letter, which feemd 

the firft that has been iiiferteJ in the collec- 
tion of our bard's correlpondence to Signor 
Volta, is dated at ib late a period of his life; 
the aiFe<ftionate manner in which he ex* 
prefTes his regard, .appears to indicate a long^ 
tried, and intimate acquaintance* 

LETTER XXXVlil. 

% 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD© CAMILLA 
VOLTA, R£GIUS SECRETARY AX^MANTUA* 

Though extremely eager to receive news 
of your .health and welfare, I have never 
accufed you,' my dear and valued friend, of 
negligence in tranfmitting it; .w^U knowing 
with what an iaevitable croud of affairs, of 
every kind, you mud be opprelTed at your, 
return to Italy : I am, therefore, extremely 
grateful to you for the juftice you have done 
me, in b^elieving me always, in Ipite of long 

YPL« ill* filence, 
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filence, the fame affe^onate friend, and 
cxad calculator of your great merit, admtr- - 
. able talents, and literary treafurcs with 
which you are enriched; but above all, 
I fhall ever )>ear in mind your fweet and 
innocent manners, which render you always 
pleafing to your equals; and Ihall ever 
remember my own acquaintance with you 
among the dearefl and moft honourable cir-* 
Cumftances of my life. 

Speak not to me, I entreat you, of Theatres, 
either tragic or comic. The firft, which 
(as far as my powers have enabled me) I 
have tried to render lefs abfurd, confpire at 
prefent to combat common fenie : and the 
lecond, in the midft of fuch innumerable, 
not only fupportabk, but good and eaccellent _ 
examples with which the French have fur- 
niihed us, have not yet found a tolerable 
imitator in Italy. A very mortifying cir- 
cumilance for our nation I But this fubje^ is 
too extenfive and abundant for a worn-out 
old writer, which, though in appearance it 
feems in the fame llate in which I left it, 
is in^reaUty fubje^i to all the laws of nature* 
Signora Martinetz is extremely flattered, 
though confufed, by the sicadeoaic patent 
which docs her fo much honour. She ren- 
ders 

3 
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liers thanks to Yoa for it, as ftie belie.vea her-^ 
fi^lf indebted to your declared partiality ; and 
entreats you to reprefent ia motQ iiutaJble 
ekMpience than (he has been able to do in 
the iucloled letter to geAcrous prompters^ 
the moft hnmble fentiinents of her unfeigned 
gratitude* CounfeUor M^tiapta% JDaa 
Domenico, and Ercolino, return you their 
beft iiclMapwIedgments for your kind remem- 
brance ; and I embrace you witli the moft 
tender a^ cpcdial affe^tiGn* 

L E f T E R XXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

SiGNok Ang0lo *Taiqffi'\ delivered to me^ 

a few days ago, your de^ir ^nd much refpeded 

^Brother of Mademoifelle Martin^ AuHc Comiidlor^ 
4Uid .Hrft keeper of the Imperial library. Metailafio> on 
fais firft arrival in Vienna^ took up his abode in the hoafe 
^thear fiidltir, Signer Ni^olo MartineCB* Mafter of the 
Ceremonies to the Apoftdlic Nuncio, wit^.wiiofe £unily 
he lived fifty-three years. 

t Hie odcbcaled' Impr9stvifat9ri% wImh when iaLonidoa 
gbjf^ cigjitten ftuc^ agp^ by hiseMoipcnnecMvsnumbery 
on A fiibje<S^ given, aftonifhed eveit Dr* Johnfon; who waa 
very incredulous concerning this faculty^ till h^ heard 
TaU^ mfrtm/ifm at Streatbanu 
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letter, with a magnificent culogium on the 

poetical merit of the bearer, to whom I 
am ready to do all due juftice, upon the faith 
of fo enlightened a judge as my friend Sig-' 
nor Volta, even before I have had an oppor- 
tunity of making the experiment myfelf. 
But I fear he has undertaken a very difficult 
talk, in trying to render Italian Poetry fami- 
liar and grateful to German ears; elpecially 
extemporaneous numbers, which allow not a 
moment's refle&ion to the aftonilhed hearer^ 
I fliall do every thing in itiy power to con- 
tribute to his favour. But you, who lb well 
know the preient paucity of my phyfical 
feculties, muft proportion to that my hopes 
of fuccefs. 

All thofe whom you have fluted, falute 
you again ; and I, with involuntary and in- 
evitable brevity, moft afFe£tionately embrace 
you, and am, &c. 

Vieniia, Avguil i8, 1779. 



• The following letter is the firft which 
appeai:s in the coUedlion, to a new and un- 
known correipondent, ambitious of thcf poet's 
approbation* 

LET. 
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El T T E R XL. 

f 

TO THE ABATE GIOVAN GABRIELLO MAC- 

CA^FANI. 

• The violent ^n4 paflionate enthufiafm. 
excited in you by the p^riifgl of my poeticai 
trifle^, is expreffed ia fp lively a manner,, 
botli ill profe and verfe, th^t I m^e no 
dQut)ty jf you chofe it, but that you might 
afcend to the fummit of P^n^iTus. You have 
. exalted me, Sir» ib ab9ye my merit, that 
in or^er iiot to appear a bribed and feduced 
judge, it ^i$ ueceilary for xpe to be mor^ 
Iparing than I wifli, in rendering due juftice. 
to your talents. But I find it impoiiible to h^. 
partimonious with refpeft to the candid and 
affedionate partiality in my favour, which is 
difcoverable in all yoyr e:jvpf ^flions : This 
requires gratitude and reciprocation, and I 
aflure yoi\ of bpthj^ with the utmpil finceri- 
ty ; and vriih for opportunities u> give fuch. 
proofii of them, as (hall reader it impoflible 
for you to doubt of my being with due re« 
ipec^ and eft^em, &c;, 

Vienna, December ao^ 1779, 



Di 



LETTER 30^. 

TO THE SAME. 

The fable of my fu^erings and recoveiy 
from a ^ngerous accideat, affbnied me iiew 
^inibrmation, and an indubitable proof of 
yptir cordial afFedion for me, as well as of 
your admirable {)oetical talents; fo that I 
think myfelf extremely obliged to the inge- 
nious inventor of the report, and congratidale 
you, Sir, on your abilities in compoiing 
Enlbghmis, and on the amiable qualities of 
your head and heart* The reaibns afiigned 
in my firft letter, and the imperious authority 
of age, which, though it mabgnantly fiil) 
permits me to write, will not allow me to 
expref^ lb amply as I wiih, the true value of 
your obliging and beautiful compofitions, 
Bor the afie£tionate return, which is due for 
your candid propenfity in my favour : fb 
tSmt I am conftrained, moft unwillingly, to 
confine myfelf to the fincere proteftations of 
gratitude and efietm, with which I am, 

Vienna, March 30^ ly^o* 
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LETTER XLII. 

TO THS SAME. 

Though the bufinefs of writing has long 
.fmce become difficult and laborioiiis to me, 
iand hy the laws of ixature is rendered more 
Jieavy every day, my gratitude will not per- 
mit that your very beautiful and truly poeti- 
cal fbnnet, which you have done me the 
honour to ^drels to me, ihould remain un- 
noticed : as it is not only a teftimony of your 
cxceflive paitiality for me, but of your owa 
favour with father Apollo, and the tunefiii 
fifters^ I congratulate myfelf on both^ and 
in return, wifli you fubjefts lefs fleril and 
more worthy of your abilities ; yet I ihaii 
?iot ceafe to feel how much I am indebted to 
them, nor to be with all due re{fe£k mi 

Yiam, May ijit^ 
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LETTER XLIII. 

TO THE ABATE GALFC 

By means of our moft \yorthy Agoftolic 
Nunzio ty the infallible Socrates came iif. 
j)erfoii fix days ago, to inform me, that my 
dear §ig, Qi^ifo hs^d courageoufly undertaken, 
and happily fuftained, the difficult enterprife 
of always (urpa0ing hirafelf^ The tragedy 
\vhich has been lent to me, with its vigorous 
i^nd feducing ft) le, richnefe of thought, viva- 
j^ity 9f icnageryi foUdity of doiShiue in the 
lium^rous moral maxims it contains, together 
\^'ith the , poetical fire which ib happily 
fparkles in lome of the fiinile^, conilrms the 

' * Meaning Monfignore Vifconti, the titular bifliop of 
Ephcfus, with nHiofe notice I was honoured at Vienna in 
X%XZ* Hi^ £iJ>{9f]k'Ky was a great collector, and not a 
mean performer, of Italian Catches and Canons, and con- 
deicended* to furhifh me ^th copies of feveral fcarce and 
valuable cdmpofitions of that kind. Sec Prefejit State ef 
■ Muf* in Germany^ Art. Vienna, p. 285 It was this prelate 
who' ob^rVf d, when I excufed myielf for arriving late at 
dinner, hy tayin^, I ' had been ilopt in the ftreet by 
proceffions : ^tci gentl Jon portaitijpmi ' alle frocejfione ; 
V^hc Auilriaiis are extremely j^dtlicted to'proCcllioiis.'* ' 

' ' -V ; . , ijfertioiis 
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aflertioas in this truly phiiofophical rcpie^ 
fentatioiu . The inevitable iniirinities of age 
forbid me a Ipuger ufe of the peii; I fliaU 
therefore merely jfubfcribe to the found judg- 
.nient of tj:j.e enlightened journalifts, who fay 
of yQu, that your firil attempts bear the ftamp 
of a mafter r four d^s cou^s d eJaivQUi fuifes 
fki ct^ufs de maitre. 

Vienna} Auguil 17} 178CW 

I. E T T E R ^UYr 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMIX.I.0 

• ., • • • « • 

Though writing, my dear Signor Volta, 
is eKtiremely inconvenient to me, yet the not 
anfvvering your cordial expreffions is impof^ 
fible. I too clearly difcovered the eftimable 
and amiable (jualities of your mind and heart, 
during your refidence here ; and I have too 

. much pleafure in telling you how much I 
love and eft^em you, and how conftantly I 
fet that value on your worth which you 
have convinced' tnp you (o well deferve, I 
Jiope you will frequently remind my much 
revered Marquis jlndreafi of ri^y refpeft. 

• ^^ray tell him th^t the Paris edition of all 

^ my 
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my works, has already begun to be publiAed, 

We have already received here three ex« 
tremely degant volumes, and next month 
iare promifed three more. I wonder that 
yo\j^ haye not yet received them. If yoi| 
i^not procure them from any neighbouring 

city, it will be beft to write immediately to 
the Abate Giufeppe Pezzana at Paris, who i$ ' 
the diligent editor. 

Signora Martinetz is much flattered with 
your remembrance, and is joined by her 
whole family in a gfateful return of your 
regard. Our Don DomenicQ will do the i^m<^^ 
as foon as J fhall inform him of your oblig- 
ing attentions : aflure yourfelf of my re^ar4 
flind alFedion, and believe me, &c. " 

VietiDa, July 13, iy8p, 



1, E T T E R XJLV, 

70 THE SAME* 

By the lively manner with which you 
)iave been ftruck at the fight of the elegant 
Paris edition of my works, I form an idea of 
my dear Sig. Volta^s fincere and aSedionat^ 
friendihip; and though I was fure of it be-^ 
fore, fuch an obliging proof of it cannot fail 
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of iWeetly iUjqaulating my vanity. I will not 
diflemble the] pleaiure which I likewiie re- 
ceive myfelfy in feeing my ehildrea fp mag-^ 
. jiificently cloathed and provided for ; but at 
the fame time, I cannot deny my fears^ that 
this will give a furious opportunity to many 
people to examine too minutely how well 
they deferve fuch an expenfivp partiality. I 
believe the ediition advances happily; ih^ 
Abate Pesiizana having informed me in his 
laft letter, that the firft Iheets of the lixth 
vclume went tq prefs on the fourth of laft 
month. The fonnet of Count Bulgarini, is 
tnjiy beautiful. I not only do it all duQ 
juftice m) feif, but fuccefsflilly procure it from 
every body el&; not fludl I £ul to put it ia 
the road to our Olympus, 

I Ikould gladly lengthen my letter ; but 
|ny diminiihed phyiical faculties hardly per^ 
fnit me (o giv^ ^ou a hafty embrace. 

Vienna, Se|»teinbqr 4^ ij^Of 
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SECTION IV. 

^r*HB letters of our bard have for fome time 

bceu confidcrabl^ diminiihuig« both ia uuai* 
ber ,and length ; and the complaints which 
ib ifreq^icDtly repeats of his waiit of force 
^iid vigour to reply, in the ample manneif 
which he ought, to the f^w pcribos with 
whom he .ftill wifhes to keep up a corref- 
poadeuQCf feem perfcdtly real and iincere* 
tie is now (1780) arrived at his eight) -fecoud 
year, a period to which few ^mortals are 
aHo>yed to extend their exifteuce. However, 
his friend J^arinetli, after (ixty years :ti'ml, i& 
not negledted. ilis letters. to iiim,. though 
flvart, compared with thofe of fornler Ifimes, 
&re not lefs frequent or aifcdionate. Eight 
of thefe for the prefent year have been 
printed, of which ll^ali give a tranflation^. 

LETTER L 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, BO- 
LOGNA. 

Yoi-R letter, written during the laft fighs 
of the old year, has had the power to dilpel 

t^c 

9 
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the hypochondriacal clouds, which, during 
this (evcre feafon, are generally condenfed to 
fuch a degree, that I feem in danger of kiing 
. the fmall remains of my obftinate patience. 
Your letter, which breathes nothing but kind-' 
nefs, tranquillity* and that wile equanimity, 
which preierves an ^equilibrium amidft. all 
the furious tempefls incident to humanity^ 
has infpired me with the wifti and faculty of 
imitating you. Yes, my <lear Gemello, ia 
your neat and fteady writing, and in that 
chearful eloquence with which you inform 
me of the gay parties which are formed at 
your country houie, I exult in the iotid 
arguments which they aftbrd me, of your 
being ftill i^ pofleffion of that iblid health of 
body and of mind, whicii will not only pre- 
ierve your philofbphical gaiety in misfortune^ 
but ftill have the power of communicating 
it to thofe with whom you converfe. May 
that Omnipotence by which you have been ib 
partially endowed, long allow you the enjoy- 
ment of thefe bleflings, andiecond the prayers 
of your conftant Gemello ! 

I have delfcribed the charadler of your 
Ambaflador to the Countefs Figuerola and 
Monfignor Perlas^ prcfenting to them, as my 
credentials, youf original letter, which they 

have 
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haVc entirely read, and highly commended j 
your gratitude is due! to them for the pleafure 
which they exprefe in their remembrance o£ 
youy whom indeed it would not be eafy to 
forget, among the many who daily propofc 
you as an example of wonderfiil abilitieSf 
united with candour^ and innocent manners* 
But I entreat you, who have already 
gained me the favour of fo many and fuch 
iUuftrious peribns, to be careful in preferv- 
iog it for me, by bearing teftinu)ny to my 
grati^e and refpedl, and reciprocal return oiC 
wiihes for their proiperity. You know that 
I am now no longer a man to write letters of 
great length but as an ancient inhabitant o£ 
my heart, you ought to know its moft fecret 
and recondite receifes : and therefore! I de-' 
fire you to inform yourfclf, of all that youf 
moft faithful friend and GemeUo woul^ 
write, if he were able, 
• Vieana, Jaouary X3, 1780 

L E T T E R II. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

YouE laft chearfui and affectionate letter^ 

by tlie pleafaut humour which runs througb 

it 
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it from the beginning to the end, has nearly 
diilipated the d^urk clouds which oblcured my 
heniifphere ; and made me blufli at my 
inability to* aflume a fimilar difpofitioiit 
notwithftanding the pompous philofophical 
axioms fb oftentatioully diiplayed in my. writ-* 
ings. You, ill the midft of frequent earth- 
quakes and the indiicreet irregularities of your 
health, are not only able to defend yourfelf 
from perturbation^ but capable of conceiving, 
arranging, and writing, mufical compofitioiis, 
which exhibit all the Icience and prance of 
an excellent contrapuntift. The Duet which 
you have had the kindneis to fend me, is 
marvellous, not only for the difficulty of the 
labour which you have contrived to difguife 
in fo mafterly a manner, and the Uvely ex- 
preffion of the words, but for the opportu- 
nities it affords to a hue and cultivated 
voice, to dilplay its powers, in fwells, 
(hakes, hat%p apfiogiature, wUue, and all 
thofe extemporaneous and unexpected paf- 
lages and embeUiihments, which are in- 
debted to you for their exiftcnce*. I have 

already 

•We have here a comprchenfivc dcfcription of good 
compofitioii and excellent perforiiiance. The poet, how- 
ever, Qieaks not only widi approbation, but eloge, of his 
friend's invention and execution of difficult diviiions , talents 

which 
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already heard it performed feveral times, by 

pcrfous extremely Ikilful and intelligent, not 
only in execution, but in the laws of har- 
mony ; who were fo enchanted with the 
compbiition, a^ to comply with infinite^ plea-' 
fure with my eagernefs to have it repeated 
again and again* 

We are not perfecuted here with the fright- 
ful threats of your earthquake^, but fof- more 
than two months we have been ftruggling 
with the moft horrid and obftinate winter 
which can be imagined, and without the 
leaft refpite. Figure to yourfelf all that is 
moft cruel in this dreadful feafbn, and you 
will conceive fome part of the infults and 
incmiveniences with which we are iur* 
rounded: impetuous freezing winds, ice 
harder than marble, deep, inceflant, and per- 
manent fnow, which covers and renders all 
objefts of one colour : fo that to keep open 
a little intercourfe between the inhabitants, 
whole regiments of pioneers, with fliovels, 

which he condemns ib ieverely in others. Farinelli, widi' 

his wonderful, natural, as well as acquired powers, was 
the Archetype of all the rapid and difficult execution, 
which has been carried to fuch excels in modern time8» as 
to fiitigue and annihilate admiration ; whidn exiils no loiiger 

^an its objedis are rare and extraordinary. 
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ipadeSf pickaxes, brooms and carts, are 66n« 

iiantly employed, and even thefe are not a 
match, with all their fsitigue add diligence, 
for the quantity of fnow which is falling 
without ihtermiiiion, and renews and en- 
creafes their work. The Danube, with 
nc^ arid incr^dibk viciflitudes, fonietimes 
fluid, and fometimes congealed, has at 
kngth broken all the great bridges, by which 
the provifions are brought to this populous , 
city from Hungary and Moravia, which are 
the chief difpenfefs bf its ndUriihmenti 
and every thing is become fo dear, that the 
common people kre uhable to procurd the 
necefTaries of life. But this ncenia is 
too long, and tirefbme. Adieu, my deaf 
Oemello. Let us preferve ourfelves for bet-^ 
ter times, and in the mean while do you 
Continue to iove^ and believe me, yours moil 
faithfully* 

Viennsf February 1780. 

LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME* 

I ttcisiyED a few days ago, a moft affec- 
tionate letter from you, with a Iplendid pre- 
^QL. Ill* H* <ent 
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. fcnt of liqueurs an4 fweetmeats, with which 
' your tender a^d generous friendHiip, by 
cxcefs of kincjnefs, puts my moc|eratiq(i, Iq 
fipcclTary to (eqoqd chi^dhoodf (9 (90 great a 
trial. With this foUay I have Uk^wife re- 
ceived, the Aria of ThyrfiSy of your compofi- 
tion. X waited £or leif^re to examiae the 
whole, before I gave an account of all the 
treaiures with which you hav^ put ipf pof- 
feflion. But during my delay, comes anqther 
letter from you, big with a Cantata, produced 
on the baulks of the Mfnzanare^ by the prolific 
vein of Bonechi, and rendered admirable by 
the enchanting notes of my incompar^je 
pemcUp, whoonalloccafion, manifefts how 
much art and nature have confpired .to dif- 
tinguifh him. The lame golden mine is dif- 
covierable, whence the duet MUk vaftt^ mio te* 
fpro^ &c, was dug. But through the uoiforixy- 
ty of ftyle, that ingenious divcrfity appears, 
of which expert comppfers fo well know the 
ufe; wonderfully combining together the 
lively expreffion of two efFefts, totally con- 
trary. Adieu, my head will not permit me 
to ufe the Afiatic ilyle to-day. Remember 
my refpefts and iklutations to thofc perfbns 
who honour me with their remembrance : 

and 
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(Uid continue yourfelf to me, what has been, 
^ad ev«r will be to you^ your moft &ith' 
ful. 

LETTER. IV. 

TQ TH£ SAME* 

• ♦ 

On Monday, the 17th iaftant, I had ad- 
vice from the cuftom-houfe^ of the arrival 
of the elegant httle Petroniaii cheft*, big 
with fweetneis to (educe both the esCr and 
the palate. My firft care was to have it 
inftantly brought home, the (econd to pro- 
Cure me the delight of being in your com- 
pany, at leaft mentally, continuing to drink 
my delicious ai:dent liquor from the httle 
flalk which you had aheady broached, an^ 
to finifh the remains of the Ferrareie peaches, 
defeftive only in the fmall portion whicl^ 
you had tafted : fo that we have eaten and 
drank together, by means of your kind inven- 
tion, in fpite of the enormous traft of land 
which divides us. I (hall make grat^furkn4 
frequent ufe myfelf of the incomparable 

* St. Petronius is the Patrcoi Saint of BoLOGKA, 
whence the cheft was feat. ^ 

R 2 pcaehesy 



Digitized by Google 



(^44) 

peaches, but much more rarely and fparingl/ 
(againil my will) of the fpirituous potation^ 
-which by its too great adivity, puts all thc^' 
mdoctle nerves of my head into fuch a 
tumult, that they are dancing like thofe of 
m bacchanal, and continue a long time to 
deprive me of natural repoie. Imagine not, 
hoWever, that your fiivours will remain ufe- 
lefs ; I ihali eafily find coadjutors ready to do 
juftice to the precious merchandife, and who 
will be moft grateful to roe, for the permif- 
fion. The Palate fatisfied, I fliall not negleft 
the £ar^ which expels my notice with impa- 
tience ; and the Air of Tirji^ excellently per- 
formed, makes me tafte a new and more 
exquifite pleafure^ by the union of its infi- 
nite merit with my own felf-love : for 
though in this Air, not only the humanity, the 
fweetnefs, and fcience of my Gemello tri- 
umph, but the genius of the words, to which 
he has lb M'onderfuUy adapted the ^nelody, 
that I find them infinitely more beautiful in 
his mufic, than I was ever able to make them 
with, my pen. ' The (ame moft correft per- 
former ^9 at length, without interrupting her 
pleafant vocal employment, let me hear th& 

f 

* MademoiieUe Martinetz^ 

two 
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two beautiful Sonatas^ which are vilibly the 
legitimate daughters of my dear Gemello's 
l)rain ; and f)lea(j^, fp much| that I have 
fefolved to hear them frequently repeated; 
but by the fame hand : as 1 fhould efteem i% 
a lacrilcge to .defile them with the xnexperi^ 
ence .of my own, which deprived of the 
neceijary pradtice, imperfedly aflifts the lit* 
^le theory with which I have been able to 
furnifli myfelf. The merit of both thefc 
pieces is equal ; biit that pf the firft ixK G 
natuijal, 'm my mind, hias fome ^dv^ntagp 
over the minor fifter*. 

If my head would allow me, I ftiould be 
very prolix in my thanks; but that not being 
the cafe, read them in my heart, where you 
have fb long been an inhabitant : pay my 
debts .with the de^ and vei>er^ted perfon^ 
who rcmembpr me : put not my too necet 
^ry moderation fo often to the tria} . with 
your feducing prefents, and continue to 
)>eliev^ me^ ^c. 

Vieniui, April 9, 1780. 

V ^ In the year 1770, when I yiiited F^rimUi^ at Bqlog*- 
na, iiis chief mtifical ftudy and amufanen^ was compof* 

ing and playing pieces which he made exprefsly for his 
different harpfichords^ of which he had a great number of 
beft anfil nu^ curiotts of the time. See Prifmt StaU 
^ Mu/ie^ in France and Itafy. Art. Bdogna. 

R3 LET- 
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LETTER V. 

TO THB SAMB. 

When I anfwered your laft letter but one, 
1 was at war with my maladies and infirmi- 
ties, and fo (hipified by both, that 1 knew 
hot whether I was male or female; fo that 
1 negleded to thank you for si beautiful C^m- 
' zonetla of your compofition, which I found 
kmong your fweet-meat^. I confefs my (in, 
and beg your abfolution. Enquire not, my 
dear Oemdlo, after my wbrthlcfs health, 
ihe is unworthy of your notice : always the 
fame impertinent ftrumpet. However, I 
hoped that by the return of good weather, 
flie would be a little reformed — ^but not 
entirely to relinquilh hope, I have recouHe 
to our Spanilh proverb, which ilill allows 
tfie a day or two more, ere I give way to 
defpair : ba/ia el quarenta de maio no te quii* 
tes el Jato*» 

If through caprice, you determined to 
write down, and execute, fomething in mu- 

^ This proverb occiurred to our bard on another occa* 
lion, fee above^ p. 205* 

fic, 
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. lie, imperfeftly, you would find the under- 
taking impradicable : the machine organized 
by nature, to the moft perfcdt harmony, and 
the he^rt fenfible to the befi pallions, as well 
as long habit, would oppofe and vanquifli 
fuch an extravagant enterprife. So thinks, 
and always fays, the ftudious performer of . 
your produdions; whojuftly admired yo^i 
having been long fince informed by me, not 
ohiy of your profeffional merit, bitt of the 
other invaluable qualities wliich are peculiar 
to yourfelf, and by which you will fcver )b6 
diilinguifhed. She is, therefore, proud that 
you are plcafed with her a|)probation, which 
doe^ herfelf honour, ancl will do you n6 
great harm. Accept it, therefore, and enroll 
hei- dmoUg the numerous band of peribhs, 
who, avec connoijjance de caufe^ admire and 
rcfpeft youv 

I would go on, but my head commands 
me to batt^ and I mull obey. Pay my debts 
for me, to all my dear and reipedtable credit 
tors around you: particularly to the moft 
noble houfe of Spada^ not forgettuig father 
Guardiano of the feraphic family, and con- 
tinue obftinately to believe me your moft 
faithful, &c. 

Vienna, June t, xjSo. 
R 4 LET* 
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LETTER. VI. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

♦ - 

l^y worthlefs head may proteft againft 

it as much as it pleafesj> but it fliall not de? 
prive me of the pleaiiire of anfvirering your 
jnoft afFc6lionate letter of the 26th of Junc^ 
But what Ihall I talk about i fliall my poeti? 
cal whimfies be dilbulfcd ? I have written fq 
many in my life, and talked about them fq 
much, that it woijld be ^ reprebeufiWe 
delicacy to blufh at mentioning them to my 
Gemello, who ai immemorabili muft liavc fceu 
all my defedis ; but he on the contrary, ex* ' 
alts them, as laudable and e^:emplary quali,- 
ties. One of the moft diftind merits of the 
indefatigable Signora I^artiixetZ| is the know-* 
ing how to do juftice to your ftudious and 
enchanting notes, and to fee in them that 
uncommon art, which diftingui0ies the beau- 
tiful from the wonderful ; in which talent 
there muft confequently be a union of natural 
gifts, with long experience, and an intelli- 
gent and conftant application^ in order to 
iuveftigate th^ certain fources of that perfect 

. fcarmon^'^ 

■ 
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faarmony, which has a defpotic power owcn 
the emotions of feeling hearts. In (hort, youf 
ftdmirer believes ihe does hoaour to herfelf, 
\>y honouring you ; and numbers your friend-* 
Ihip and patronage among her deareft and 
moft eflimable acquUitions. 

I congratulate you (not without: (bme 
little fpice of envy) on the vicinity of your 
gardens of the Iielperide$ to the moA yene? 
lated houfe of Spada^ and conlequently 
grieve at the painful refle£iion of the im-> 
poffibility of my ever being of the party. 

\ feel myfelf very much honoured by the 
obliging meutiou which has been made of me 
to you by the wprthy Padre Martini, and his 
learnefjcpmpaaion, the Abate Mingarelii ; tiie 
firft ought to be already convinced, Jong ago, 
pf the high and juil eftimation in which, with 
the whole world, I hold, and ever (hall hold, 
]iis liperi^. And to the fecoiid, not unknown 
fo me, I am particularly beholden, for giv- 
ing me an'opportunity of declaring my efteem 
;^nd ambition to procure his patronage. 
Adieu, deaf pemello; I ^m tired, and muft 
ere this have tired you. Therefore, inform 
yourfelf, of all that you already know I 

'yyould fay, if I were able. / 
* ' Vienna, July 13, 1780. 
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LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Wh£]^C£, for heaven 6 iake, could mj 
dear Geihello have taken the liew and unex* 
pe£ked idea of makmg me independent at hi^ 
txpence, by a pious and unmerited ftroke of 
gcnerofity ? The very worthy Padre Guardi- 
ano, to my incredible furprife, informed me 
of it by a letter which I received by the laft 
poft, and has made me conceive all the 
grandeur of your true affe£tion for me. if 
my faculties were not abforbed by fo many 
indifpenfible anterior debts, I fliould profit 
from your admirable example, and imitate 
your liberality ; but being utterly unable to 
change the circumftances of my fuuation, I 
beg of you to accept in return^ my grateful 
and fincere acknowledgment of being your 
debtor *. 

My mofl: tormenting head obliges me to 
meafiire my words : fb that I muft haften to 

* It docs not appear by any of the printed letters, in 
what the generous propofidoji of FarineUi confifteds it 
probably was his wifli that the poet would fpend the. 
remainder of his days under his own roof, at Bologna. 

entreat 
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entreat you to load in my .ftead, our exem- 
plary a.nd partial leraphic friend, with all 
the expreilibns of gratitude which are due to 
him on my accoun^, aad believe me to be 
^our mpn obliged and afFectionate GemeUo# 

Vienna, Auguft 24, 1780* 

I 

LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAMS. 

YoVR moft afFe£tiohate letter of the 18th 
of laft moath, is ^o full of exprefiious and 
fentiriients worthy of two fond twins, that I 
perfe6tly conceive by it the full extent of 
your regard for me, and what mine ought 
tto be for you. 1 (hall take no pains to per- 
fuade you what I am, with reipe6t to you, 
as your ideas would not ib exaftly correlpond 
with mine, if you had not long fmce been 
convinced of the (incerity of my afFe6tion. 

Signora Martinetz has learned to know 
your Worth from her infancy, by my con- 
tinual and authentic relations ; and encreaf- 
ing in the manner (he has done iince, in 
harmonical knowledge, indeed to a greater 
degree than was intended or expe£ted, ihe 
has diicovered by her own fcience, the fclid 

foundation 
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fmndation upon which my rea&mng was 

built, from which fhc derived her early 
ideas of your, extraordinary merit. She is 
extremely thankful for your moft obliging 
compliance with her wiflies concerning your 
. fek£l mufi-eal labours ; and proud of thp 
generous offer of your ifriendfliip, (he moft 
eagerly feeks for feme opportunity of mani- 
fefting her lenie ^f your kindnefs ; and I 
will be anfwerable for the fincerity of hpf 
flattering expreffions. 

} qongratv^late you .on having, ^t lengthy 
^ftcr fb long a pare^ithefls, again rccpvere4 
the worthy family pf Sfada for your peig|i« 
bours ; among whom, by mere dint of wifli- 
ing it, I have mor^ tjian oi^ce in a dream^ 
found myfelf. Kifs all their hands for me, 
snoft refpeftfully, I entreat ypu, and firurf 
them of my veneration. 

I envy the three firil volumes ip. grea|tan4 
in fmall, of phc magnificfpt ^nd elegant 
Paris edition of n^y writings, being in the 
hands of my dear Gemello ; but I hope their 
contents ^iU be thought more v^uable, thus 
ornamented, tjban 1 could eye^ pcjrfujgidc 
myfelf they would be. Pay, I entreat you, 
all the debts of con^liment for which I am 

anfwcralplp 

« 
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anfwcrable to your obliging and benevolent 
friends 

Vienna, Auguft 31, iy8o« 

LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your kindeft of all letters, written the 

4th inflant, found me ia the moA unhappy 
and affli£ling circumftances that I qould 
polfibly apprehend in the courfe of my life« 
I have loft my auguft and ever adorable 
Patroaefs, fieucfadrefs, and jyiother ; a lolg 
for which I have not the leaft hope of cveif 
confoling myfelf ! It is uunecelfary to de- 
cribe my fituation to You ; your fortitude 
has been put to the fame trial, and you know 
what compaflion fellow-fufFerers deferve. I 
I ihould now be your Gemello, in the virtue 
with which you fupported your lofs ; but 
with which I coufei» I do not feel myfelf 
provided. Incapable at prefent of fpeaking 
to you upon any other fubjed, I muft entreat 
you to fay for me all that is proper aiidrefpe£l- 
ful to thofe where you are, who honour me 
with their remembrance and commiferation. 

Vienna, December 23, 1780. 

Thi« 
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This priacefs, (Maria Therefa of Auftria^ 

Emprels of Germany, and Queen of Hun- 
gary) who had been educated with the moft 
tender care by tlie emperor her father, was 
<arly initiated into the myfteries of the ele* 
gant arts, to which (he remained a liberal 
patronefs, arnidft all the perils and viciffi- 
tudes of her reign, to the end of her life* 
Her piety has been thought to border on 
bigotry ; but if we may judge of its eiTe^it 
by the tranquillity, happinefs, and afFec- 
tion of her people, compared with the tur- 
bulence, difcontent, and deteftation, of the 
fubjeds of her unprincipled, philofophical, 
and diforganizlng fuccelfor, we may fiippofc 
that too much religion is lefs mifchievous in 
a fovereign, than too little. In the two 
long wars with her formidable foe, the late 
King of Pruflia, ihc fupported the frequent, 
reveries of her fortune with abilities, forti- 
tude, and dignity. And after a reign of fort)! 
years, in which (he defervedly merited the 
title of Parent of her people, Ihe died uni- 
verfally regretted, and her name and reign 
are ftill remembered with the utmoft reve- 
rence and regret, by her ftirviving fiibjeds. 

•4 A con- 
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A ConiUerablc part of her life, was em- 
ployed in beftowing benefits on the indigent, 
particularly orphans of both fexes ; and 
^mong the hA words which flie was able tq 
utter, are recorded the following, to her {on 
and fiiccefibr, of which hiftory has not yet dis- 
puted the truth : ** If I have done any thing 
repreheniible during my reign, it has 'cer-- 
taialy been without my knowledge; for { 
have always bad the public good in view* 
My heart h^s never been hardened agsuni^ 
the uilhappy : and this is the greateft com* 
fort 9f my Jaft moments.**^ She had been 
made acquainted with the bu(ine(s of the 
cabiae);, by her father, at fourteen years of 
age, and attended his councils. The fre- 
quency of her petitions in favour of worth/ 
objects, made the emperor one day cry out. 
You feem to think a ib vereign has nothing 

* to do but to grant favours," to which 

Teeming rebuke, fhe anfwered: ^^I fee 
nothing elfe that can make a crown fupport- 
able:" and thefe were not words lightljr 
uttered without feeling. Innumerable in- 
ftances of her benevolence and pity for the 
diftreffed, are recorded. Having perceived 
a fick foldier on duty, at one of the gate^ 
of her p^ce^ ihe immediately ordered him 

to 
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to be relieved, and condu<Sted in a carriagel 
to the hofpital. And being informed that 
this young man's diforder proceeded fronl 
indigence, artd hi^ feparation from a mother^ 
whom he was no longer able lo ibpport by 
the labour of his hands, fhe I'ciit for the poor 
Woman from Brinn in Moravia^ which is 
1 20 miles from Vienna, in order that (he 
might be with her fon. " I am delighted^ 

♦ fays the emprefs, to her, on her arrival, id 
reftore to you a child who is fo tenderly 
attached to you. I will give you a peniiod 
for your fupport, to indemnify you fur the loli 
of that affiftailce which you ufed to receive 
from Iiis labour ; arid I recommend to you 
both, always to cdiitinue to iove and cherifh 
each other. Tbefe are my recreations,^' — The 
good woman, tranfported to hear her fovereign 

' ipeak to her with fuch condefcending good- 
nefs, cried out — "Though I have rio other 
phild than this which you reftore to me, and 
whom I love more than my life, I would 
this inftant fee him empire, if his death 
could be of any fervice to your majefty/' The 
£mprefs Queen, without any other guard 
than the hearts of her iiibje6ls, was acceflible 
to all, without diftinition of rank. " I am only 
a beggarly peaiai^t, (laid a poor Bohemian 

labourer) 

9 

* 

* * Digitized by Google 



labourer) but I can fpeak to our good qiiecoi 
Whenever I pleafe ; and (he liftens to me as 
if I was a Lord."— The emprels oae day 
returning to hdr palace, perceived a womait 
and two children whom ihe could hardly 
drag aloiig. Hunger had dnven them from 
thek milerable dwelhng. ^'ilow have I 
crffended Providence, (fays fhe) that I fhould 
be witneia of fuch a iight i And immedi- 
ately gave ordexs that hef own dinner 
fliould be carried to thsm: and had herfelf 
no other refedtion than the tears £he fhed 
over the mother and her almoft iamiihod 
offspring. **They are my children (fays 
ihe) and ihall never again be driven to beg- 
gary."—" I lament the time I am forced to 
give to fleepy as it is a robbery firom my 
J)eoplei" The partiality of her Imperial- 
majefty, \o the charader well Us. genius 
of Metaftafio, muft have been long fmce difv 
covered by the reader of thefe Memoirs^ 
and wili be furth^ manifeited ia the 
lequeL ^ 
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LETTER X. 

^O. FARINELLI. 

While you wrote to me in your bed in * 
the neighbourhood of Bologna, your' moft 
kiud letter of the 20th of laft month 1 I, 
(like a good twin) was in bed at Vienna, 
where I was confined by a violent fever, 
* and an eryfipelas in my leg. This acci- 
dental fympathy juftifies<mr afliunod twin- 
Hup. The fever obliged me to keep my bed 
a ' fbw days, and departed ; but the departure 
of the eryfipelas does not yet permit me to 
quit the houfe. ' * * 

-1 thank yoU for inforhiing ine of tb^ fsSc * 
arrival of the books, and for the generous 
and kind thankfolnefs with which yov 
received them. I dare not enter on the fub- 
jcd of my lofe: jrou know l>y eitpeHeilcey . 
that wounds of this kind do not foon digeit| 
and, that they never cicatrife till after a long 
Upfe of time, if at all ! 

Signora Martinets renders you her beft 
thanks for your courteous remembrance of 
her ; which flie returns with fiucere fcnti- 

in«Als 
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meats of the high efteena that is due to fuch 

excellence as yours. I moft ^arneftly hope 

that you will ibon fubdue your importunate 

complaints, and am with ulual twlnly kind- 

aei^i yours moft faithfully. 

Viennai Febnuury, 

LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

I AT length vanquiih my pardonable lazi7 
nefs of old age, to tell my dear Gemello, 
that I am always his, in fpite of infirmitiesp 
which as ufual, never negled to exercife my 
tired' patience : and to inform him^ that I 
Jbave coniigned to Signor Milani^ a friend . 
and correipondent of our moft worthy Padre 
Francifco Maria, the threefubfequent volumes ' 
of the grand Paris edition of my works : that 
isy the 4th, 5th, and 6chy which will be 
delivered to you with more pun^aUty than 
the former volumes. Thefe have been ibme 
time in my poffeffion ; but I kept them back 
* for three plates which were wanting, from 
the indolence of the Paris engraver. I hope 
that, the other two Jivraiftms^ which 91^ 
to fiompiet? the edition, will be naora 

s regular. 
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regular. Adieu, dear Gemello. Negled 
not your health, as you prize mine : Signora 
Martinetz will mot fufFeif me to omit her 
devout reipeds; and with my old age and 
obftinate affedtion, I continue to fubfcribe 
myfel^^ &c, 

Vienna, April 6, 1781. 

« 

r 

LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I HAVB this moment received, moft in- 
comparable Gemello, your very afFeftiouatc 
letter ; and though I wrote to you but three or 
four days ago, to inform you that I had con- 
^gned the 4th9 5th, and 6th volumes of the 
Paris edition of my works to Signor Milani^ 
I will not leave wholly unanfwered your 
cordial wii]>es for my health and peace of 
mind. ' Would to heavea the tranquillity, 
which y^u werf able to muflcr in writing to 
me, had required lefs patience ^ to obtain; 
but at out age, it is no fmall itxftance of 
divine mercy, that we ftill exift: Signora 
Mar tine tZy in this letter, repeats her juft 
fcntiments of gratitude and efteem, which I 
inferted in my lail: aud with a thouiand. 



« 
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and a thoufaad aiFedionate wiflies for your 
happinefsy I am, &c. 

Vienna, April ia> 1781* 



LETTER XIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Yesterday, the 28th Inftant, I received 
your very afFedionate letter of the 1 5th, atid 
^nfwer it imfnecliately, from mere eagernefs 
|to talk with you, though this letter cannot 
4epart thefe thrive days, I perceive that 
though ihelp' earthquakes and complaints 
will not fufFer you to rem^a Ui peace, yet, 
in ipite of them, you have the wonderful 
courage and ftiength of miad to keep up 
your fpirits, and to amufe yourfclf with run- 
ning over the keys of the harpfichord, or 
with a plate of Neapolitan Maccaroni, which 
there is lefs hope of obtainii)g here from our 
mpft learned cooks, than a CardinaPs hat. 
I do not envy yoi^ this enjoyment, becaufe I 
always feem to partake of wjiatever belongft 
t9 you, be it good ojf bad ; yet, I hope you 
will not fail to deplore .my privation. I wifh 
^ §oq4 jpurney and a proiperous expedition to 
pur worthy Padre Guardianq^ who h^s fo 

s 3 Ipeedily 
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Ipecdily put you in poffcffion of the laft pub- 
liihed volumes of my trifles: and when I 
receive the reft, I Ihall not fail to put them 
in the fame road. You know that my bre- 
vity is not a matter of choice; therefore, 
receive with good humour, though fliort, my 
tender embraces, and believe me, &c. 

Vicmia, May 29, 1781. 

LETTER XIV. 

TO TMB SAME. ' 

I * 

YoTXE dear letter of the i ith inft. though 
a mxxtujre of four and fweet, has comforted 
jiie extremely ; as ifter that abominable ad- 
dition of ail ail* of wiiich you give mc 
an account, you appeafe me by fpeaking 
of dinners, harpfichords, maccaroni witK 
zuccbillo^ and admirable company ; con- 

" * 

vincing me that filence has not robbed me of 

the fmalleft portion of your love ; and jt 
firmly believe, that you will think the fame 
of me. But, my beloved Gemello, the 
whole months of July and Auguft, and 

• 

^ * At gi is a contradion of aiuto^atutet he]p! help! 
murder!' 

leventcen 
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feyenteen days of the preient month, we 

have inhabited here the torrid zone, without 

■ « 

being able to breathe, day or night, from ± 
continual burning and fuifocuting heat be- 
yond what has ever been remembered in 
th^ country. My poor nerves,* which hither- 
to only dreaded cold, are fcaudalized to fuch 
a degree by this ftrange irregularity, that 
cncreafing their painful tenfions and tremors, 
particularly in my aching and confuied hwd, 
they have rendered me unable to read, write, 
^ndalmoft to think ; leaving me, however, an 
outward appearance of tolerable healtl^ ' 
which does not augment my own patience, 
though it confiderably diminiihes the com^ 
paflioii of others, to which I am but too 
virell entitled. The very worthy Count 
Gaddil^dL^ frequently feen me in fimilarfitu- 
ations, and therefore has given you accounts 
of the florid and happy ftate of my health, to 
which I can by no means iubfcribe. I love 
and efteem this Couat extremely, and have 
here many rivals, whence I hope that your 
acquaintance with e^ch Other^ producer 
reciprocal pleafure. 

Divide and difleminate my thanks and 
refpefts in due proportions among the Marr 
ch^onefs Sfada^ Meffirs. PignatelH^ and Faldivia^ 

, « 4 -the 
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tkc imcompar^ble PaJrf Guardimo^ th# 

Abate Mtnga,rdli^ and all thofe iu your 
quarter of the world who remember me : and 
in return, I fliall have the naerit of fcpuring 
^ the Counte($ di Fi^ueruola^ and Mon-^ 
Jfgnor Perlas^ as I have already comforted 
the indefatigable Signora Martineiz with 
your obliging remembrance. Do you con- 
tinue cbiUnately to love me witli all my 
infirmities and CQipglaiiUs, which will never 
be able to make me forget you for a finale 
mpmeut, . 

Vienna^ September 27^ 17 Si, 



I.ETTER XV. 



TO THE ^AMp. 



Your amiable letters^ full of Cordiality^ 

grace, and candour, are ^lway3 dear to me, 
and edicacious reftoratiy^, in refrefliing my 
worn-out patience, at th^ obflinate tenfioij 
of the nerves of my bead, hj which I ani 
eternally perfecuted. I ^im therefore ex- 
tremely grateful to you fpr this fuccour 
which you admiiiifter to me from time to 
time. But that I might enjoy it ipore amply, 
I wiih moft ardcntlj,, that your importuuat^ 

pmplaint^ 
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complaints would render the exercife of youf 
charitable aiMancCi which is of fuch iingulaF 
life to me, lefs painful to yourfeif, . But lef 
m change the fubje£l, an4 not contaminate 
the conlblation, which, by our cartel, we are 
inntuaUy bound tq afford each other. 

I rajoice in the new and defirable acqui-r 
fitbn which ycnihave mside, by youracquaint-v 
ance with the Imperial miniil:er, and his 
moft worthy noble family, and likewife with 
the moft learued Padre Maejiro Gazicaniga : 
of the merit of all whom I judge by their 
efteem for you. To the laft, whom you 
will always have the happinefs of retaining 
with you, give, I befeech you, fi thouiaiuL. 
afFeftlonate compliments in my Mme; and 
(ell him tb^t I lhall nevei* peafe to love 
and efteem him, anjd to feel ojratcful for 
^is conftaint demonftrations of benevo-^ 
|ence. {lappinefs attend our incompar-r 
able wanderer, father GuarJiano! who, 
among his other inuumerable faculties, lias 
the power to infpire my delightful Gemello 
with chearfulnefs and good humour, at his 
pharming dinners, his harpiichord, and the 
ponvcrfations of his feleft parties. * " 

I am arrived at the yth, 8th, and 9tl| 
^pliuxie^ of the Paris f dition, and ihall tranfi 

mif 
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mit tlietn to you by the iifiml road; but I 
would firil rua them through^ to difcov^r the 
errors that may fHll remain uncorrefled; and 
at prefenty the trexaulous nerves of my ejeS; 
are not fit for fuch an operation, (as you may 
diieover by my hand- writing.) If this impe- 
diment fliould be obftiuate, I fhall poftpone 
the j-evifiont which I . believe is^ not very 
neceffary. 

Signora MartimetZj in compofing an ora- 

torio, which fhe .hasjuft finifhed, has alwaj^s 

invoked your harinpfiical influence* Adieun 

dear Gemello.. Affure yourfclf of my obfti- 

n^ite pcrfeYemnc^ in loving you, aod believe- ' 

me^ with my whole heart, &c. 

Vicftna, Novenbqr ffl%. 

* 

4 

■ 

LETTER XVI, 

TO THE SAME. 

Ybstbrdat, December i6th9 i or^kred, 
the 7th^ Sthy and 9thr. volumes of. the ncw« 
Paris edition, in 4t09 to be configned to.ouj^, 
faithiul friend, Signo^ MUani^ in order to, 
forward them to you : and as I am informed,, 
that our Padre Guardiano is not at Bologna* 
1 (ha\l lodge my advice to him in your bands,, 

being 
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being certain, that he will have notice of* 
this new diftribution of books elfewhere. 
We have now three-fourths of the impref- 
lion, and I hope that our patience will not 
be put to any great trial, ere we receive the 
remaining three volumes^ 

The Grand Duke and Dutcheis of Muf- 
covy, who you fo much admired at Bologna^ 
an^i whom we at prefent pofleis. in Vienna, 
where they are juftly adored, not only for 
their elevated rank,, but peribnal qu^ties, 
by which they are rendered .more illuftrious 
and dignified, will abandon' us the. firft day 
of the^new year, and I begin already to de- 
plore GUT lofi. 

Pray combat the winter valiantly, . as . I 
firive to do, though I have no reaibn to be 
proud of my brav^iy.^ The female compofer 
devoutly ialutes you ; and I, with my ulual 
dofe from.thj? pizzecbilio, alTure. you. 
that I am yours moft faithfully. 

Vienna, December 17, 1781. 

No more than two or three letters of this 
year, except thofe to Farinelli, S4)pear in the 
jprintcd coUedion ; fo much were the poet's 
Krength and adivity diminiihed, as well as 
the nuniber of furviving correljpondents ! 

LET- 
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LETTER XVIL 

. to the advocate leofqhd camilla 

volta; 

g^eritofj and fir if if tbi Rojal Library at Mantua.. 

An eryfipolas in my left leg, to complete 
iny fufferuigs, has confined me to my bed for 
many days, and which does not yet permit 
me tq qi^it my domeftic b^bitatiop, is the 
caufe of this late arrival of my anfwer to your 
laft letter. I have perufed and re-perufed the 
fannet, ^yhicb I find worthy of the fubjeft, 
^nd of the author : ai^d J am gratified with 
the praifes which \t receives from thofc, 
hearers to )vhom I take care to communU 
catc it, I returji you my thanks, not only 
for being fo obliging as to favour me wHh a 
popy of it, but alfo for the public eojofirma* 
tioh of the juft judgment I formed of your 
talents, from th^ firii d^y I h^d the bappinef^ 
of converfing with you in this c?ipital. Conr . 
tiinQe to honour me in the fame manner, 
i^fcribc my filence to the irreparable lofe 
l^'ith which we have been aifiided : accept a 

reciproc«4'- 
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reciprocal return of the compliments witB 

whigh you commiffioned me for the iiih5|J|i- 
tants and frequenters of this houie ; and con- 
tinue to believe me, with my accuftomed 
. cfieem and afFe6iion, yours, &c. ^ 

Vienna^ Fcbniaiy j, i}8i. 

LETTER XVm. 

TO TH£ SAME. 

I RECOGNIZE, my dear Signor Volta, aU 
the fenlibility of your zealous friendfhip 
in the indignation which you manifeft^ 
communicating to me, the Canzonetta della 
vita umma^ printed under my name *^at 
Florence. The merit of compofing it is npt 
mine, and I fliould be ibrry to rob the auth#r 
of his fame : you will therefore oblige me 
extremely, by acquainting our friends how 
-much I abhor the character of a Plagiarift. 
I am ignorant how it happens to be my for- i 
tune, that fo npiany generous poets ihould . 
undertake to aflift me in the produdioh of ^' 
children. The imperfections of my legiti« 
mate and natural offspring (not all very well 4 
known to me) are fufficient to difturb *and 
plague me, without keing burtheaed with 
' ' -the 
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the dare of others. But experience has 

informed me, that this is a diforder like the 

gouty for which we have no other renubdy, 

than to complain and fufFer. Continue that 

affedion for me which you have manifefted^ 

and be affured of an ample return from, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 9, 1781. ' 

The foUovving letter, in anfwer to one 
written by a literary correspondent^ who, 
though an acquaintance of no long {landing, 
perfevered in tranfinitting to him his poeti- 
cal produdions for approbation, does not 
•ieem to have been aufpicious to his views. 

• 

LETTER XIX. • 

TO 8IGN0R GALFO. 

A MOST kind letter of yours dated at Rome, 
March 2 1 ft, with a long poetical compofition, 
which will doubtleis be worthy of you, but 
which I have not yet had lelfure to read, 
were delivered to me at the end of May, by 
our moft worthy Nuncio: by which you 
wiU perceive, that it was impolTible to obey 
your commands in anfwering your letter by 
the return of poft ; and if chronology had 
put it in 0iy power, my phyfical faculties 

Would 
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would have deprived me of that pleafure. 

Oh, my dear Abate ! the blind partiality 
which you have conceived for tne, not only 
produces in you an excefs of efteem, but 
ieduces you to imagine (as is uiiially the caie 
with thoie in love) |^that I am poflelled of 
every poffible human perfeilion, without 
excluding' the vigour of youth, or thinking 
of the inability or infirmities of age, encreal- 
cd by the confternation of my recent and 
well-faiown irreparable lofs, which commu- 
.nicating to the body the fatal agitations of 
the mind, has confined me to my bed and to 
the houfe, near three months, by infirmities 
- and flow convalefcence ; nor am I yet able 
to reflime my uliial^ind of life, or to find 
myfelf in equiiibrio with my fufferings. To 
. thefe phyfical oBfhicIes which limit my obe-» 
dience to your commands, moral impedi- 
ments are now to be added ; and of thefe 
the following is invincible: a peribn of the 
mofl illuflrio^s among the great families of 
^ome, a man of vafl learning, uncommon 
genius, and excellent manners, has dcfire^^ 
to form with me a regular epiflolary corref- 
pondejice, fending me copies of his excel- 
lent compofitibns isx the Tuican and Latin 
tongues, entreating my judgo^^ent of. each. 

2 A c«m- 
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. A commerce with which I have been & 
honoured and delighted^ would have grati<^ 
fied my vanity in the highcA degree; hui 
my poor exhaufied humanity, has, at lengthy 
much againil my will, obliged me to alk 
quarter ; and God knows the difficulty which 
I had in obtaining it« Now you will be 
good, my dear Abate, to tell me with what 
face I could iend (^ublio documents to Rome^ 
of my being able to comply with the recjuefl: 
of others, after having protefted that it waa 
not in my power to oblige him ? You are in 
no kind of want of my fiiffrages^ and thofci 
^vhich I have antecedently ghreui will leave 
Ho doubt of my refpeft for your produ6tions4 
I ihall^ however, read what you have fent 
me, when I can do it with a mind lefs 
opprefled, and with eyes more fleady. In the- 
mean time, I beg you will not confpire with 
nature, in diminilhing your regard, as flie has 
done my aftivity, but continue to love me 
as I ami and believe me, with uiiaal efteem« 

Vienna, June ii, i;8i. 

The following is the only letter that 
appears addireiTed to the fame peribn. It 
feems an anfwer to a letter of thanks from 
l^e author of a recent Italian tranflation 

of 
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Homer, to MetafUfio, foirhis approbation, 

. - • * ^ 

df that verlioiii 

I 

LETTER Xi. 

THE ABATE 61VSBPPB BOZZO^I. 

The juftlce which I rendered to your 
happy Homerical veriions, was not lb much 
tb increafc the celebrity of your literary 
talentSi becdme lb illuftrious by univerfal 
applaufe, as to do credit to my own judg- 
ment ; which if it had been different^ would 
have proved, that I was ignorant what 
learnings vigour of mind, good ienfe, and 
conftancy, Wereneceffary to conceive, under- 
take, and condufi, to a happy terminadbn^ 
fo long and difficult an enterprife. You are, 
therefore, oiily obliged to me for the advan- 
tages which I have procured to . myfelf. 
Cherifh) I entfeat you, your gratuitous, par- 
tial propeniity towards me, and extend a 
fimilar indulgence to my age and infirmities, 
which hardly allow me to aflure you, in this 
jfhort manner, of the efteem and affe£lion, 
with which I fliall ever remain your, &c. 

Vieanai O^Qbex 24, i78i. 
VojL.. Ill, . T This 
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This isy chronologically, the laft lettcf 

in the colledion, to any of Metaftafio's cor* 
refpondents, except Farinellif to whom we 
now return. 

LETTER XXL 

TO SIGNO& FARINELLI, 

Our laft letters on the fame fiib^fl, met 

upon the road ; hence, my dear Gemcllo, 1 
fliould have had nothing to write about, if 
luckily I had not an account to give you of an 
unexpected vifit from Signor FiUppo Cavalier 
Gatte/cbi^ captain in the ler vice of Ruiiia, with 
ftnotherbfficer,andaGreek lady, his confbrt, 
who furprifed me» and remained a confider-* 
able time in converiation ; informing me of 
the ftate of Italy i and the north, ^whither they 
are now returnmg^ During this vifit, I for- 
got my complaints,' more than uinal, while 
fuffering from the intenfe cold of this climate 
-and feaibn: they lung, fpoke of yoa, and 
i the memory of my dear Gemello is a (peci- 
*fic againft all my fufferings. The CavaUer^ 
your relation, is extremely courteous and 
animated, and I wiih him profperity equal 
to hi& merit. If writing .were not ib painful 

to 

• « I 
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id me, I ftiould fay much more ; but we 
' tmderftand each .6ther without fpeaking: 
that is, prefent my refpeds, falutations, and 
thanks, to thofe at Bologna, to whom I am 
in debt ; preferve yourfelf carefully, during. 
^ this horrid feafbn ; accept the compKments 
of Signora MartinetZj and believe me always 
more than ever yours. 

Vienna, January 31 ijfo. 



LETTER XXII., 

to THB SAMBv 

I HAVE no materials, my dear Gemello, 
iot a letter to-day, and my head prptefts 
againft the ufe of the pen : and yet I cannot^ 
refift the defire of giving yoti a choufaiid 
embraces, at leafl: in writing, and returning 
you a thoufand thanks for the fincere and 
kind pleafure you manifeft at the great 
honour which it has pleafed the northern 
prixitcs to confer on me. The phenomenon, 
however, will not produce the fame cfFe£t 
on all, and I have re^fon to fear, that many, 
and perhaps the greater part, will be 
puzzling their brains in finding out what 

T 2 pr9portion 
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proportidij my merit can poflibly bear, 
with fuch an honourable, diftindion^: an , 
enquiry which cannot be of much advantage 
. to me. But kt u» hate no more of it^ at 
prefcnt. I think of nothing now, but the 
pleaiure h has afforded you, and the proof 
it furnifhes mp of your true and conftant 
afFe£lion, of which, however, I had not the 
leail occafion. Give liberally, and in due 
proportion, the ufual return of regard and 
aiFedion to all thofe around you, who 
honour me with their remembrance, and 
accept the reverence of the female compofer. 
Adieu. I fliall write more fully when the 
wicked nerves of my heai will permit ; 
in tanto vq/i a bizeffe^ and am, &c. 

Vienna, January 24, 1782* . 

* The Grand Duke and Dutchcfs of Alufcovy, in male* 
tng the Tour of Europe, when they arrived at Vienna' 
made early and earneft enquiries after the Imperial Laureat^ 
with whofe merit diey were perfectly we)! acquainted, not 
only from tradition, but his dramatic productions, which had 
been as frequently and magniiicently reprefented, and as 
admirably fet, fimg» and performed at die court of Peterf- 
burgh, as in any great city in Europe. Not content with 
« all the information which they could acquire of others> 
concerning his private life, thefe great pecfonages vifitcJ 
the venerable bard in peHbn ; and when his charaAer^ 
talents, and age, are coniidered, the honour of the vilit'leens . 
. reciprocal, exalting the good tafte of thefe princes, as 
nutch as the reputation of the po^t. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAMS* 

. Ah, Ah ! I di4 not expe6t this from You ! 
After fp many expreffious of afFe£iion, pub- 
]ickly to become my' rival ia poetry! And 
^ that no doubt might remait^ a faithful and 
audientic account has been tranfmitted to > 
mc, figned by tWQ une:^ceptionable witneiTes, 
* whom I highly love and honour ; and how 
is this raucourous rivalry and jaloujie du 
ntetiir to be reconciled with the tendernefs 
of twjnihipi The effort would be vain* It 
is lucky for you, that your letter arrived 
to inflame and encreafe my bile» at % time 
wh^n I was unable to write : not only on 
account of my nervous head-ach, but a 
whitloe, that is, pe no memardetto punticio^ in 
the ftitching or thimble finger (in the good 
language of feamftrefles) the beft finger 
of my right hand, which obliged me to Have 
recourfe to the Cacfai ian furgeonfor ailiftauce, 
which I have not yet completely obtained. ^ 
la the Hrft impetus of my profeilionaljca^ 
loufly, God knows what indecorous cxpre{^ 
(ipu$ might have efcapcd my pea. But kt 
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US change the fubjeft, as I feel, that fpcak? - 
ing of it, rouies irraicibility ; and I believ; 
it is not your wifh, that I fhoiild revenge 
myfelf. upon you in mufic— What would 
become of ypur fame, if I did i — No, no — 
Make as many verfes as you pleafe. I Ihall 
forgive the infult; and by the power of 
twinfhip, I will fuppofe them to be written 
by myfelf. 1 know not of what ^tta you 
Ipcak, if you mean to fill it with poetry, it 
ihall. be welcome ; but I proteft agaijiit all 
things elfe, I pan writie i^o more. Adt 
liberally for me, and for Signora Martinetz^ 
in giving afid taking compliments, and let 
fis feal our reconciliation, by a million of 
mental embraces, ^iid, with uiual wifhes, be 

* ■ • • 

fp eaph pthor wp were wont to be. 

Viean^ February ij^ ^J^^ 

* 

LETTER XXiy, 

TO THE S/iWi' 

% 

What ! then is envy, in mercy to hum^? 
»ity, no more? Neither here, nof elier 
where, during this dreadful feafon, can J 
find a friend or ac(|u^taiu:c ^Jbo does not 

« t 

I 
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complain of want of health* We are all 

equally obliged to have recourfe to refigiia- 
tion : one prays for me, another for you,, 
and all are wifliing better health to their tor- 
mented neighbourSji My whitloe has at 
lengtt^L left me, but it was flow in taking 
leave; my other complaints obftinately 
defend their pofls, and I my patience ; but 
I will not tire yours ; let us therefore talk 
f>f £)ther flaatters. 

The great Serous Servarum^ is laid to be 
within two or three days' journey of us ; and 
our Emperor, who fr6m an obftinate com* • 
plaint in his eyips, is o|)hged to keep his 
room, would otherwife go to meet him. 
Heaven fend, for the fake of the Chriftiaa 
world, that this unexpe6led vifit may be 
profperoys! The Petronian cheft, whicfar 
as ufual, illuftrates the generpfity of my dear 
Gemello, will oblige me to pradife a diffi* 
cult ^nd iipportu^iate moderation in the \jfe 
of its contents^ But Signora M^rtinetz, 
who devoutly rey^jrences you, will heartily 
fupply my inability, and begins already to 
thank me for the enviable commiflionf Sh^ 
has happily fet to mufic my oratorio entitled 
I/acco Figura del Redenfore (liaac type of 
jjie Rede^mer^. It was yefterday |)erfQrmed 
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in the theatre, for the fccond tinfie : Au4 
notwithft^ding the rigour of the fe^fbuy 
and catarrhs Qf th^ iing^rs, it was Ap^ 
defrauded of its merited approbation. Thif 
iacred fuu^Uon was performed here fof tl^e 
l^enefit of tjie pppr wi4qws pf rnufici;ins, 
raiiing by thp profits, a fond, in order to 
relieve them by peafiQiis, af thg 4ecQ^fe pf 
their huib^dsSf 

Oh how many things I ftill want to fay ! 
But wh^t is to b<s done when we can dp 
nothing ! I beg yoy, my. de^r Qemello,. tP 
aft my part with due rcfped and proportion 
among the many per(on$ in your neighbom;- 
hood, who honour ipe with their remem- 
brance. The admkal)le Q^luccielh. is em* 
braced with my whole heart, and thefrate^:- 
nal tender^ei^ confirmed pf hi^ immutable 
. Cemcllq. 



•This was the laft letter written by Metaf- 

tafio to his beloved friend Farinelli, and 

* This plan wa$ cftabliflied in imitatiqn of the ori^iiv4 
Engliih Fund fir th$ Jufport iff decayed mujkinns ane( 
their faimUes^ now called the Royal Society of Mvjieimu^ 
and ilill fubdfts. Sec Account of the Cormnemorcction, if 
HaitdtL ' . 

perha||| 
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{^rhaps the laft yfe which he m^de of fai9 

j)cn ! For in lefs than a fortnight after, he 
«vas leized with a fever, which deprived hin| 
of life, and the world of oi\c of its beft 
, Inhabitants and brighteft ornaments ! But the 
account of his Ufi: iicknefs anddeceaijb, which 
the accoiTiplinied Mademoifejle M^rtinctz 
fent to FariaeUi immediately after the fatai 
. ^vent, defcribes the circumftances fo amply, 
, ^nd with fo much feeling and elegance, that 
' ^ .we ihall give it to the reader, as much in 
her own word$ as a faithf)2l tranflat^pn wil) 
..?l|ow^ . ' 

TO THE. CAVALIER FARINELLI, 

Th9 lofs of a mortal who honoured humaii? - 
Ity, is felt by all ; but it is particularly 
. palamitou$ to thoie who, lii^ie yqurfelf and 
pur family, were united to him by the 
Ari£left bonds of a long and iiqcere friei^d- 
(hip. Indeed from the time of the tpimor- 
tal Metaftafio'^ iirft arrival in Vienna^ April 
1 7 th, 1 730, he never quitted our houfe, uor 
^eafed conferring benefits ^nd afts of kind- 
|ieis QU its inhabitants: it wiU therefore be 
unncceflary minutely to defcribe the affliflion 
.pf |n;^ mifid (o yop, Sir, whofe (eniibility of 

« 
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heart and dSe&ion for your friend, are ft 
well known* The ftroke, however, came 
vipon us too fuddenly : as the vigour of hi$ 
conftitution, fuperior to the age of eighty- 
four, animated by a conftant and equa} viva- 
city and incomparable wit, were iiich a$ 
promifed a longer continuance among us, 
notwithf):andin^ the habitual hypochondriac 
affedions with which he was frequently 
incommoded, but which did not, however, 
deprive him of the enjoyment of fociety, 
(leep, appetite, ftudy, or other vital ^nc- 
^onSf la the evenipg of the firft of April, 
}ils fatal malady began. Returning home 
from his conftant vifit to Count Per/as^ he 
pomplained of a chilnefs, eat very little at 
fupper, went to bed at his ulual time of twelve 
p'clock. The next morning, atfeven,hecallc4 
for my elder brother,, Giufeppe, and con- 
fulted him whether he had beft rife and go 
to church, as he had intended, it being 
Eafter Sunday ; but was advifed by him to 
remain in bed, as his pulfe was very quick : 
an hour after, the fever increafed to fuch a 
degree, that it deprived him of fpeech, and 
he remained opprefled by a heavy lethargic 
deep, which continued during two days, 
With ibort intervals, in 'which he was only 

3 
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able to take the medicines prefferlbed by Dr, 
Molinari, his phyfician.. The fever dmdt 
jiiflied fo jnuch on the morning of the fifth 
(day, that he became tranquil, fpoke ^eely^ 
converfed with fome of his friends, who 
yifited him, and was able^ afteir dinner,, to 

" have the facr^pient admmiiiered to him* 

>■.■■■• • 

You may imaglnp. Sir, what great confbla'* 
tfOn this afforded us but our hopes were of 
fliort duration, for at night, the f^vcr re- 
turned with fuch violeuc^, th^t every d^ay ho 
became mpre lethargic, and ba^ed all the 
^11 of the moft able phyfic^ans, who met ii| 
cqnfultatiou ; fq that on the 12th of April^ 
between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, 
be finally, without much agony, rendered his 
iiiblime ipirit into the hapds of the eternal 
Creator, in the prefeaj:e of his confelTorj 
having three hours before received the gene- 
ral ablblution of the ApoAohc Nuncio. Now, 
fince every mortal muft pay the tribute of 
humanity, it was fome alleviation to our 
forrows, for fp great a lofs, to refleft, that 
this illuftrious man, after having with uni- 
verfal applaufe, employed his extraordinary 
talents in inftru£ling and delighting man- 
.kind, and amply fulfilled all the duties of a 
prup Chri|liaa, of ^n eminent writer, and 

4c^uire4 
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acquired the indifputable title of the fixil 
poet of the age, ihould enjoy, at pre&nt, 
the worthy and cverlafting medc of his 
levere re&itude, probity^ integrity, and 

For the Bologna prefent, generoufljr 
intended for xne, you mull content yourfelf. 
Sir, as yet with my fincere thanks : when it 
arrives here, I ihall be more di^fe in my 
ackryowledgments, ^pd with my information 
of its iafety, give due praife to its kind coui* 
tents* lu the meax> time, accept the moil 
fincere aflurances of the reverence, efteem^ 
^d reipe6tful co^fideration, with which I 
Jiave the bppouf to be, &c. 



His friefid and adopted twin, Cahi^o 
^aoscm, commonly called Farxz^elli, fur? 
yived this event but a ihort time : the poet 
dying April lithf 17S2, ^d the mufici^ 
3eptember zzdj of the fapie year, having 
^rived at the great age of eighty-one,— JU^ 
^ot libertinifrp, indelicacy, or inhumanity, 
ridicule, or. degrade this moft ^icc^Uefit an4 
worthy perfonag^ for the cruelty of avari- 
cious parent^ during childhood ! His ta|ents 

* » 
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had cffeds upon his hearers beyond thofe of ' 
any muiical performer in modern times(^/)^ > 
and it^ may be doubted, whether the moft • 
cdebrated muiicians of antiquity, Orpheus, 
JLinus, or Amphion, however miraculous 
their powers over the heart of man, ever 
excited fuch fplendid and fohd munificence ' 

« in their^ hearers {e). His extraordinary voice* 
and almoft fupematural powers of execution, 
have been fo often celebrated in every part 
of Europe, that nothing need be added here- 
to, public profeflional charader; and in 
the courfe of this' work, the numerous and 
impreffive eulogies of ib exquifite a moraliil 
and judge of the human heart as Metaftaiio, 
muft have exalted his private virtues and 
conduft through life, to an uncommon pitch . 
of excellence. In my youth, during the 
keennefs of curiofity, concerning the life of 
. this portentous performer, I had accounts 
from the higheft authority, of his modefty, 
humiUty, and benevolent propehiities, during 

, his Iplendid refidence at Madrid, while in 
the meridian of royal favoui^ invefted with 

{d) See Italian Muf, T mr^ and Hlfi, of Muf. vol. iv. 
{e) The King of Spain, fettled a penfion on him for iif^ 
. 2000I. (many accounts fay 3000I.) fterL per ann. with 
konours, privileges, and prefents innumerable* 

• wealth, 
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iRrealthj honours, and influence, fdfficient id 
excite every fpecies^ 4»f envy, hatred, and 
malice, in all the orders of fociety. Yet fo 
/ ibiind were his int6lle£ls, fo fage and judiciousr 
bis condu(Sl> that he cannot fo properly bp laid 
to have clcaped the ihafts of envy, as to have 
prevented their being fhot at him. Of 
aknoft all other great fingere, we bear of 
their intoxication by praife and profperity^^ 
and of their caprice, infolence, and abfurdi ties, 
at fome time or other ^ but of Farinelli^ 
iiiperior to them all in talents, fame, and for- 
tune^ the records of folly among the fpoUt 
children of Apollo, furnilh no one dif- 
graceful anecdote. It was not till aftei' 
this moA ailoniihing performer and worthy 
man had defoended with dignity from the 
height of his former eminence, power, 
and royal favour, that I had the plea- 
sure of conteniplating his manners, and 
enjoying liis converfation at Bologna ; but 
I do not remember that I ever was more 
iatisfied or lels dilkppointed in approximate 
ing celebrity. Rouiieau fays of Philofophers, 
that "the only prejudice of which they 
Cured him, on acquaintance, was the having 
thought them, at a diilance, fuperior to other 
mortals." But Farinelli, inflead of lofing 

ground 
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ground ill my &vour by a clolc examinatibtiy 

confiderably augmented my relpedl and ad- 
miration. With all the eafe and grace oiF a 
man of the world of high rank, long accuf- 
tomed to the practice of urbanity, he joined 
intelligence, information, franknefs and can- 
. doun Farinelli's mind was entire, whatever 
mutilations its maniion may have fufFered* 
If vice, ralhne(s, imprudence, or any thing 
in which his own volition might be accufed, 
had rendered him difFerent from his fellow 
creatures, reproach and contempt would 
have been juftly his due. But when it is 
confidered, that ever fince he became a free* 
agent, his whole life was not only inoxious, 
but exemplary, in the pradice of all the fociaU 
friendly, benevolent, and amiable virtues ; 
that with natural powers,* and acquired ta- 
lents for delighting others in the moft inno- 
cent and exquifite manner, he never loft his 
* equanimity in the midft of the higheft and 
moft inebriating profperity and applaufc, but 
remained humble, modeft, and fteady in his 
duty, gratitude, friendftiips, and attachment 
to his family and country ; it feems as if the 
involuntary lofs of the moft grofs and com* 
men of all animal faculties, had been the 

only 
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moiy degrading circumftance of his exift« - 
«nce (/). 

MsTASTAsio's death illuflrated the princl- 
pies and pra£llce of his life. Pious and firm 
in the belief of the religion of his country, 
he courageoufly, in his laft moments, relied 
on the promiied propit^tion of his Saviour ; . 
and on receiving the facrament a very fliort 
time before he expired, exclaimed, 

iToffro il tu» propria figUoi 
Cbf ^ia iTamre in pegnt^ ^ 
Raahiuff m f$gi» 
Si xnUe a tm iamr. 

A bit rivilgt ilcigU$^ 
Guar da cbi t^offro', e pot 

if) It is hot eafy to aceounti rationally) far the total 
filenc^ of all Metaibfio's biogmpbersi on the fubje^ of 
his lon^ conftanti and ardent friendfliip for tl|is extraordi- 
nary and worthy perfon ; though a volume and half of his 
letters are addrefTed to him, they Teem aihamed to mention 
his name. Signer Mattel, indeed, ihas once condefcended 
to ipeak of a letter U tht Sunuch Farrinelli * — ^Why this 
contempt? If the vulgar and jocofe chufe to (hew fupe- 
riority by their farcallic attempts at wit, they muft not b 
robbed of fo obvious and tempting an opportunity; but 
that mefi who fancy themlelves phUofophers, and derate 
above plebeian prejudices, (houldjoin in the cruel confpiracyy 
is a difgrace to wifdom and learning. . • * * 

Lafci 
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Liifcty Signer^ fe vucip 
Lafcia di perdonar (^}« 

« 

O Lord, permit me, now my race is run, 
While hov'ring o'er the gaping grave^ 

To offer up to Tbee^ thy only Son 
In ^crifice, my foul to fav^ 

See whom I offer ; oh, behold him,' Lord, * 

And for his fake my crimes excufe ; 
O turn thine eyes, and then refufe t'a£ard 
Xhy mercy, if thou .csmft refufe. 

'Dr. Johnfbn, equally pious, and hnpreffed 

tvith the deepcft convidion of tlic myftery of 
the incaraation, had too little reliance on 
his own merits, to think himfelf def^rving 
of falvation, through his redeemer. With 
all his native courage, inftead of boldly 
meeting his diflblution, he would gladly have 
fuffered the moft excruciating terreftrial tor- 
ments, to have poftponed the event. During 
his laft vifit to his friend Du Taylor, in 
Derby (hire, about four months before his 
deceafe, he feys, in a letter to me, " I ftrug- 
gle hard for lif^. I tak$ phyfic, and take 

[g) This prayer was not pronounced extempore, as may 
be feen in the tenth volume of the Nice edition of his 
works, where it conftitutes (with a fnoall difference) the 
laft Stanza of his Fardphrafim iU Mifenrt^ or fifty-firft 
P&Im, a poftbjumous work, 

VOL. iji, V air; 
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air; my frieud*5 chariot is always ready, 
Wc have run this morning, twenty-fouf 
miles, and could run forty-eight more. But 
wAo CM run tie race wtb death V 

Metaftaiio was interred in the pariih 
church of Saint Michael, in Vienna, the 
14th of April. The funeral rites were per- 
formed with fplcndor, by his grateful heir, 
Signor Jofeph Martinetz, in deipite of the 
poet's injunftions, who had forbidden all kind 
. of pomp. The inheritance of Signor Marti- 
netz confifted in a well-furniflied habi^ 
tation, a coach, hories, a great quantity 
of princely prefents, a very ample and fele& 
coUeftion ai books, with a cafnital of one 
hundred and thirty thoufand florins 4 frooa 
which, however, were to be deduded, twei^- 
ty thouiand for each of the executor's fiftersi» 
and three thou{aiid for eacli of his younger 
brothers. 

The poet's attachment to the Martmetz. 
ftftiily, was of long Aanding. In the year 
J 730, on his arrival at Vienna, the firft 
hoiife in which he took tip his refid^nce, was 
that of Signor Nicolo Martinetz^ mafter of 
the ceremonies to the Apoftolic Nuncio in 
that city. The eldeft fon of this gentleman, 
whom he appointed his heir, was aulic coun- 

feUor 
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felior aad £rft keeper of the Impepial Ubraiy.; 
£gnora Marianna, hi$ eldeft daughter, edu^ 
cated- under the poet's eye^- and umWt&lAy 
admired for her talents atid accomplifhment^^* 
partiiEularly in mufic {» has akewi^' beetle 
related) not only as an excellent performed', 
on the^harpfichdrdy and an-exquilil^ ftiger,- 
but for her genius and abilities as a oompofe^.- 
She was anellveof tlie admirable (feydn^ 
who refided- three years under the fame roof- 
with Mataftafio, during her mufical ftudies,^ 
She had' lellbns in* finging froiH- the cele^ 
bratfed Por^a^ who had many years before 
been- the poet's^ own> mufic-'iiHifllbri^ The 
produdions of Mademoifelle Martinetz, were' 
commumeaied tev and* approve by the- 
greateft mafters of Italy, and her name is i 
inieribed as* a membCfr of the PhilbanAdmQ 
academy in Bologna, and Mantua, 

Signor Saverio Mattfei, one of tlie moft - 
uifeM- of Metaftafia-'s biographers^ though 
he rather gives advice to others, with loofe 

and indigefted materiabi than 9^ regular life 

of the poetj fays, that *^ whoever wiflies to 
acquire an exafi; knowledge of bis cuA^HiSy 
manners, way of life, opinions of himlelf 
and olh^s ; his preciiion in fulfilling his 
duties, pf the changes in bis fortune, his 

V z appli 
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application, and the different degrees jot 
ftvour with . which his ieveral produdiona 
were at,£ril received, their chronology , the 
influence they had oa the tafte of Italy, and 
OH that of all £urope» with refpe£l to the 
n^elodrama, or lyric ftage, can only acquire 
fvch . iufpriwtiQn by the pcruial of his 

I^PTTERS." 

The reader ha^ now been prefented with 

entire tr^nflations of the principal letters 
contained in the five volumes of his corref-* 
ppndence, publifhed at Nice, in 1786, and 
extracts from the reft ; and it feems as if 
thefe \v9yld eftabliih his charafter as «i bene- 
volent, amiable, and virtuous man, as firoily 
as his dramatic works and niifccllaueous 
pieces have enrolled hin^ axnotig great poets. 

His letters (i^ys. the mo& ample and 
accurate of all his Italian biographers, the 
Abate Cri/linij editor pf th^ Nice edition 
of his wo^ks) " will do honour to all Italy, 
\^hiie tbji^y'difcover his mpft intimate at- 
tacbnients, hi§ moft fecret thoughts, his 
hYQ^tiU^ opinions, and tl)e hiftory of a inafi 
who was all heart and all virtue.** 

The& letter^, like his dramas, are written 
without, preface, pr text: hfe plunges at 
opct .diredly info fhe bufificfs, whatever 

it 
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\l IS ; and in the firft line makes known thtf 
fubjed. He is as ihort and laconic as the 
matter will allow, without omitting a fingle 
cifcumftance neceflary to be known; and 
with the moft natural fimplicity, beautifies 
whatever he. defcribes or explains. He riles 
above the common ftyle, without affedatioil 
or Angularity, aiid has invented a new fpecies 
of writing, free from extravagance^ that ren- 
ders the moft trifling circumftance intereft* 
ing which he has occalion to mention. He 
has political, theatrical, critical, philofophi- 
Cal, ^hd eiicomiaftic letters, and all are 
pleafant and feducing. His genius, lays 
Signor Airteaga (A), *• may be compared to 
the goddefs Chloris of the Greeks, who in 
flying through the air, icattered rofes where- 
ever ftie went/* The fame grace, facility, 
and elegance of ftyle, appear in his proje^ 
iVhich have rendered his poetry fo juftly cele- 
brated. Indeed, till I faw thefe letters, I 
ufed to think, that there was no Italian 
profe fo eafy to comprehend and conftnie, by 
young ftudents in the language, as the 
dramas of Metaftafio. But I am now con^ 

(b) Rivokiioni dflTbtatri MuficaU kaliam. To* 
p. 92. 

V 3 Vinced^ 
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* Vincedy .tl^t^ ia point of facUuy^ the proiib 
of our author is to his own poetry, what 
the profe of .others is to .their verie. 

What renders thefe letters infinitely more 
natural and latis£3i£lory, is, that, lU^e the 
familiar es of Cicero, they were not written 
lyith the \e^Si view to publication ^ as the 
f eader muft have obferved by the lively com- 
plaints he lvalues to his correlpondents, . whOt • 
£qv the gratification of their own vanity, had 
betrayed his copfidence. Indeedt what Me^^ 
taftafio fays pf the unlicenfed publication of 
his private letters by bookiellers and others^ 
might be faid by the ghoft of Dr. Johufoja, 
and would pome perhaps with eq^iial pro- 
priQty Jpronx the }iymg and the d^d» Jn a 
letter to Signor Diodati, July 1 4, 1 769, he 
alk^, *^ Wh^t right can men have to thq 
pofleflions of others, without their confent ? 
Is ^4 id^a of m^um and tuum aiiaihil^ted i 
Thejfe invaders muft know, that every man 
ffiys things inco^veriatioaandcorrefpondence. 
with friends, that he would npt fay to the 
whole world ; and that fuch rems^'k^ oa per- 
fons and things as are inofFenlive in private, 
become injuries when publiihed.*^ And it is 

moft certain, that there is no man, however 
candid and prudent, whofe private opinions 
. . and 
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md converiations would not give pain to^ 
and draw on him the refentment of peribns 
whom he would be forry to offend. 

Metaftaiio was an enemy to that pom- 
pous, verboie^ and obicure ilyle which pre- 
vailed in his country a few years ago ; and 
was periuadedy that the fir A duty of a writer^ 
whether in profe or verfe, was to be under* 
fiood. 

The ftyle of Metaftaiio (fays an Italian 
critic) never fails to pleafe thofe who give 
way to their oVra feelings, inore than per* 
fons of profound meditation; and 1 would 
rather be accufed of partiality to him, whom 
I venerate and love^ than ranked with cold 
philofophers and deep thinkers, whom I 
may refpe£l, but cannot love/' 

All Metaftafio's biographers feem to agree 
in his being of obfcure birth ; and almoil all 
allow of his father having been a common 
ibldier, but with ibme education ; as when he 
quitted the army, before he opened a kind 
of huckfter*s (hop, he became a copyift or 
writer, probably for the lawyers. Our poet's 
origin was fo long a myftery, that many 
wild ftories of his.firft profeilion, have been 
circulated; 6me have bound him appren* 

u 4 tice 
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tice to a Goldfmiib^ others to a Stme'- 

cutter. But whatever was his genealogy, it 
cannot |iave been ib high as to be de- 
graded, or fo low as not to have been fuf- 
ficiently exalted by fuch worth and talents^' 
to rank with illuftrious anceftry. A worthy 
nobleman of our country, as refpedable 
for literary abilities as t^led dignity, has 
faid, " I had rather be the firft peer of my 
race, than the hundredth High birth 
moft afluredly does not imply or preclude 
genius. The foul may be elevated by edu* 
cation and example ; but even thefe cannot 
fertilize a barren foil. The gifts of nature 
are common to every clafs of human'beings. 
How many great talents have been brought 
to light by mere accident ! How many 
have burft out, in fpite of parental di{^ 
couragement and oppofition ! The great 
mufician, Handel, was intended for the law ; 
and our ingenious countryman. Dr. Arne, 
ferved a clerkfliip to an attorney. We 
luiow not very well for wh^t employment 
Shakefpeare was educated ; probably not for 

(i) Ddcriptionof thecollc^onolpiduretat HwgbhH'^ 
HaUy Nor^ in 1743- ' • 

poetry. 
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poetry, or a learned profeflion. PafcaUs 

genius difcovered itfelf very early. With- 
out genius, all the education and example of 
a great father, fuch as Cicero, could not 
make a great ion. The melancholy aiid 
beautiful refiediou of Gray, 

" Full many, a rofe is born to blulli unfeen. 
And wafte its fweetnds in the deiart air,** 

# 

is true, with refped to natural intelleds, in 

poverty and obfcurity, being thrown away 
upon the world ; yet, perhaps, ** whatever 
is, is right," at Jail : there muft be " hewers 
of wood and drawers of water."— A nation 
of philofophers, poets, painters, or muficianSt 
without agriculture, ufeful handicraftsmen, 
.and labourers, would be ilarved to death, 
or extirpated by wild beafts. There is, 
perhaps at prefent, a fufficient proportion 
in every ftatc of Europe, of fcicntific and 
learned men, as well as of elegant artifts ; 
and equality of any one kind in a ftate of 
fociety, though all were to be Lockes, New- 
tons, Bacons, or Boyles, fcems not only 
phyfically and morally impracticable, but the . 
very attempt appears pregnant with miC- 
chief, mifery, and ruin to all. 

Metaftaflo, 
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Metaftafio, notwithftanding the indigetic«^ 

of his parents, fortunately received an ex- 
oeUeut education from his adopted iathery 
Gjfavina; wliich cheriihed and expanded the 
natural qualities of his good hearty and finind 
intelleds (ij. He was learned without pe* 
dantrv, pious without cant or {t€t ; breath* 
ing the true fpirit of Chriftianity, without 
fanaticifm or bigotry ; and pra£tiiing its be* 
niga precepts of morahty, fo favourable to 
the tranquillity and ha{^ine& of mankind. 

The emperor, Charles VI, found inMetaf- 
taiio, a man who encouraged and confirmed 
his love of virtue, decorum, and propriety ; 
and Metaftafio found in his patron, a prince 
fuiceptible of receiving favourably his recom* 
mendations of the moral ^nd focial, as well 
as heroic virtues. Indeed the poet and patron 
feem to have been made for each other. 

Metaftafio delighted in virtue £> much^ 
that when he deliniates eftimable charaflers, 
he refines upon the good qualities whidi hii^ 
tory or tradition has afligned them ; and 

(k)Tht Abate Criftiiu, fays, ^Gravina, not only 

had him inilru6led in the civil laiv, hut in the true fpirit 
of religion, the government of the paflions, difinterefted- 
nsky love of honeft iiune^ humility, modefty, probity, and 
tiie pnij£tice of every fublime virtue.'^ 

4 by 
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by his exquifite and tranipareiit colours, 
gives to his piflures the utmoft degree of per- 
£cdioa* Indeed his virtuous charaders are 
more divine than human ; but tliey are ren- 
dered ib amiable and worthy of imitation^ 
that they excite a wifli in the reader or 
bearer to copy, or at leaft encourage and 
venerate fuch excellence. A true poet, fays 
Horace (/;, unites the fweetnefs of verKc 
with the utility of his precepts : and no 
author has penetrated fo far into the refine- 
ments of the artf as Metaftaiio* His heart 
was a copious and durable fountain of deep 
morality; the pureil harmony flows from 
the fame fource ; and thefe running together, 
partake of the quality of each other, emanat- 
ing by turns botli vigour and fweetnefs. 
Virtue cannot appear in a more pleafing and 
alluring garb to humanity. His heroes, it 
has been iaid, ftart at the fight of death, 
becaufe they are human ; but they advance^ 
beeauie they are virtuous. 

Few writers have been fortunate enough to 
enjoy the favour of the public fo completely 
during their lives, as Mctaftafio. But this 
felicity is not to be more afcribed, perhaps, 
to the excellence of his writings, than to 

(I) Omm tuUt pun&um^ qui mfcuit utile duku 

' ' his 
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his modefty, candour, and determinatidh 

neither to give nor take offence by cenfuring 
the produdions of others, or refenting fhd 
ceniures of his own. He feems to have feen 
with due horror, the cfft&B of literary war 
on the combatants (m). 

His whole life appears to have been of that 
even tenour, which nothing but great acci- 
dents or public calamities could diflurb. 
His veneration and gratitude for his patron-^ 
cfs, the Emprefs Queen, feem, during the 
laft years .of his life, to have been the 
flrongeft pafCons to whicli he gave admifliou 
hi his breaft. When unfortunate in war, or 
on account of the iicknefs or death of any of 
her family, he was as much agitated, as 
zny of her moft faithful and befl fubjeds. 
But when her own life was endangered by 
difeafe, his equanimity and philoibphy to- 
tally left him. Then yielding to the natural - 
ieniibiiity and tendernefs of a heart, neither 
chilled by apathy, nor petrified by ftoicifm, 
he became a common man; not too ftub- 
hgvn for afflidion, or too proud and obdu- 
rate for the impreffions of calamity. The 
iicknels of his brother, and death of the 

(mj See his letter of March, 1779, to the Abate Galfa 

Countefs 
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Countcfs d'Althan, are likewlfe illuftratlons 
of this occafional fenfibility. And if the 
well-known precept of his favourite poet is 
right, a man poflelled of fuch irreiiftible pa- 
thetic powers over others, murt have felt 
lenfibly and painfully himfelf (n). 

That celebrity which he enjoyed fo iudijt 
putaUy during life, was not diminiflied by 
his deceaie ; his works are flill in every 
hand : the philofopher, the courtier, the 
, bigot, the man of the world, auflere and 
gallant females, all equally read them, and 
all find them equally beautiful. His moral 
maxims are daily cited, and his produdions 
are become the code of lovers* The fetting 
and finging his verfes, have rendered Pergo- 
lefi, Venci, Jomelli, Sacchiiii, and Fari- 
neUi, CafFarelU, Pacchierotti, and Marchefi, 
as celebrated in all parts of Europe, as Cor- 
neille, Racine and Voltaire. Had his dramas 
been regular tragedies, written for decla- 
mation, without mufic, perhaps we ihould 
never have heard of them in England ; but 
mufic being an univerfal language through- ; 
out Europe, they are certainly obliged tp 

^n) 5i vis nfi JUn^ doUndum efi 

Primum tpfi tihi. 

the 
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the compofer and finger for a great part 
their fame, at leaft cmt of Italy^ notwkb* 
ilauding the complaints of Metaftafio himi* 
ielf, and the admirers of tragedy who are 
mimical tomufic, that they have beea iiijiued 
bycompofers and performers. Particular ope- 
ni8> and perhaps, at fome time or other, all 
his dramas may have fallen into the handsi 
' of compoiers without genius, and fingers; 
without talents ; but upon the whole, excel- 
lently written as are MetaftaiioV dramas, 
and exquiiite as is the Italian language, it 
muft be owned, that mufic has been tlie 
vehicle in which the operas of Meta&afio 
have travelled into foreign countries, Cato, 
Regulus, Themiftocles, Artax^xes, (Mim« 
piade, and Demofoonte, are allowed ta 
breathe a true tragic fpirit, even through: 
the effeminate languor of lengthened tones, 
and long divifions ; but it is in the peruial,! 
perhaps, not the vocal performance^ that 
the force and beauty of Metaflaiio's dnamatic' 
icenes, have been difcovered out oi ItaXy^ 
When an air has been encored, it has not 
been for the beauty of the poetry, but the 
compofition or performance of that air. It 
muli be allowed, however, without the 
icufl; deduction, that Metaftafio's genius, good 

tafte. 
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tafte, and found judgmeut, firit achieved the 
difficult talk of rendering fo wild and incon- 
gruous a compound of feemingly heteroge- 
neous ingredients and abfurditie^, a rational 
ntertaittment. 

Whether the fiibjeds he chofc for his dra- 
mas or fugitive pieces were iacred or iecu- 
lar, hyftorical or mythological, they are 
treated with equal purity and delicacy. Dr. 
Johnibu's high charader of Richardibn, as 
a mwal writer m frofe^ ia not more his 
due, than Metaftafio's among moral poets. 
Though love could not be excluded from his 
iecular dramas, it is of that refined and deU- 
cate ibrt which will mend and purify, not 
corrupt and deprave the heart. Decorum, 
probity, innoeence, and good-faith, were 
equally inviolate in his atiionsand writings. 
And his conftant wifli feems to have been 
dirough life, to infpire in mankind, a love 
of virtue, and deteftation of vice. 

Even the church has defended his morality* 
The ci-devant Jefuit, father Cordaro, in 
his Eloge of our poet, fays, ^ I well know, 
that Metaftafio has been accufed by lomc of 
having brought the paffion of love too for- 
ward in his dramas, at the rilk of feJucing 

and 
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and enervating the heart and virtue of the 
hearers. How ihall we defend him from 
this charge ? He would certainly have 
done better if he could have confined himlelf 
to the love of glory, and of our country, in 
difplaying the virtues of valour, fidelity, and 
canilancy, without medling with the follies 
of lovers. But there are certain noble affec-* 
tions, concerning which the vulgar have but 
little knowledge, and lefs t^fte. On the 
contrary, every one underfiands love ; and 
without that feafoning, every reprefentation, 
' at prefent, feems infipid. It -is the,predomi- 
• nate paflion of the times.. He was perhaps 
neceffitated to comply with it; but with 
what precaution and refer ve ! Has an un* 
chafte word ever eicaped him ? Or an idea 
that is not ilridly withm the limits of the 
moft perfeft delicacy ? This may be faid of 
liis fecular dramas taken from profane ftoryi 
but his facred dramas are not only ex^rnpt 
from blame with refpeft to the paflipn of 
love, but fulficiently pure in morajs and doc- 
trine, to ferve as correftives tp whatever 
the moft morofc critics may pbje6l to his pro- 
dudjtipns for the ftage/* 

The four critic, Boileau^ dilputes nqt th^ 
theatrical dprpjRion of love: 

* 
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Di citu paJ/Un ie fenfibk fiittttire 

Efi pour alUr au cceiir la route la plus fiiri. 

Art Poet. Chaou 111. v. 93^ 

Lonl of tile mandri loveha^ lelsM Ae ftage* 

There to difplay his joy, his grief and mge ; 
' . Though other paUfions may attention find, 
'Tis that akme^ yrhkh Mt€&» all mankiiid; 

If the world eould go on without Ibv^; 

the playful charafier which our poet makes 
the urchin give of himfelf, would frighi 
Itimid and fober folks from having anjr thing 
te fay to hki^. 

■ D'ogni coflume^ 
Billa divOf so fin capect : 
Sm miifi9i 9 pm muUuif 

parlerey e fi Ueerm 

, Sfrbo fedfy ufo ringanno : 
Stn pieto/oy e fon tlranmi 

'JH t$rmiiti9% id al placer («)• 

Fve cr*rf viiliie» eViy Vices 

Now hot as fire, noiv cold as Ice { 
Am fometimes modeft^ fometimes bold^ 
Loquacious iio#9 now fiknte hold* 

j^oth truth and falfehood have their tUTOi 
Vm tender fwain, or tyrant ftern ; ' 
And^cai^Mbeftiiijriiiailtiresfuit^ - 
Gt?e raptuit fwiwl^ or ^fm ainite. 

(h) La pace fna k virti^ e k BHb9Mii 

VOL. III. X Metaii^fio's 
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Metaftafto's meafures, in the fongs wltfi 
which he terminates the Icenes of his dra-^ 
mas, are fo fwcet and varied, that they have 
ofteir fuggefted to mufical compbfers, by the 
mere peruial, melodies of every kind- 
It has been* doubted by fome emtfient fcho* 
lars of our country (unacquainted, perhaps, 
with his^ adoption and education by Gravina) 
. whether Metaftaiio was able to res|d the 
Greek tragic poets in the original/ This^ 
fcepticiim concerning, the extent of the 
Poet's learning, feems to have arifen from 
the little ule that he has been found to make 
of the ancient fathers of the Drama in his 

a 

own works, either by dke&ly copymg them, 

or by imitations ; but ' this he might eafily 
have done, by the help of Pere Brufnoy^and 
others, from tranflation. Whoever has read 
With attention his AbftraB ofAriftdtli^s Art of 
Poetry, and remarks on the doftrines it con-* 
tains, will not only find it inipoffible ta 
doubt of his acquaintance with the Greek 
language 5nd theatre, buj| cleaiTy foe his 
reafons for iiot implicitly adopting^ their 
praftice, or lervilely copying their fenti* 
ments. Th^t he has highly ttaftedi a^id re- 
verenced the great Greciah-m(>dels'in 'fevery 
ipecies of literaturcy .and frequently tine- 

»*• • , 

♦ 

* • 
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tured his writings with infufions from their 
iheftimable produdtons, has been locally in^ 
dicated by feme of hi$ learned countrymjeri^ 
who haves been moft feverc upon the few 
impferfedioiis which they cdiild difcover in 
&8 works. 

It has been feid by Arteaga th^t no oii^ 
has fb happily adapted the Greek ftrings td 
the Italian lyre, as Metaftafio ; he having 
feized the very foul of the Gteek pdets inbre 
fuccefsfuliy than any of his predeceffors iii 
Italy, not even excepting Cisairera, wh6 
was certainly a great man, but who, in imi^ 
tating the aricients, wanted the ttue philo4 
Ibphical ipifit 

It is not fufficient (contiuues Arteaga) for 
an author to call an irregular ode Pindaric, be« 
caufe it is divided into Strophe, AnttJiropbe^zxA 
Ep^dcj if devdid of the true Pindaric gehiys^ 
the Greek cojlume and charafter, arid if con- 
ilruded iii meafure^ wholly iihtuneable, for* 
getting that mufic and poetry were infepa- 
rSble . in ancient Greecci It is the lamis 

Xibifu^a^ VoL tl. p. 84^ 
{q) Chiabreta^ bom at Sarona iii 1552, il fiiid by Apo^ 
tolo Zeno to approadi Pihdar in dignity, and Anacreon III 
ffreetnefs. NtUi^ dignity fi accojla a Findaro^ netta dol" 
ki%a(M, ad J^aermti. Bibl. ckU' £loqueiiza leak di FoQr 
finiiii con le AniibtaKione dTApoft. 2^. 
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1*itfc moft of thofe yr^p fjtncy th^y re<eflfib^ 

Auap^eon, when tl^eir ideas feem to fpripg 
from his g^y fyftcm. But hovr differeol 
froip th^ produ^iofis of (heCp pretenders is 
the goldfen hymn of Metaftaiio in the Olym- 
piade : la whicht whdever is pofTelfed of a 
foul for poetry, and free from pedantry, wiH 
tecQgnlze the ^rue Grecian {fintj 

Del forte Licida, &c. 

The genius of the famed celebrator of 
Batbyllus appears with equal felicity in the 
hymn which Achillas fings in the opera of 
that name : 

Se ufH Alma annadi^ &c. 
In which our Poet's mufe refembles the 
dove of Venus, quenching his thirft from 
i^p cup of Aoacreoi;^ 

Some of his dramas, however, were cer-* 
t^uly lyritteu und^ /eilraints and diiadvan-' 
t^ges a,t the court of Vienna. He was not 
Qidy obliged to ride poft to Parnafii^, QCca> 
liqnally, vpoj^i very Ihort notice, but circum- 
feribed to very narrow limits in other re^ 
ipt&Ai^ particularly in writing for th^ per- 
formance of the Arch-dutdacfles« At liich 
times he wAs obliged to relinquifh the eftajb- 
Kfhed rules and prejudices of the theatre i 
even the Aumber of perfonagcs was pre* 

iGribed> 
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(cribcd, as well as their habits, figure, age, 
and maimers. A Stock pkce^ fit for general 
life, is a jack-boot, that will fit any leg ; 
Metaftaiio^ howevery was obliged to cut out 
to one meafure, and finifli to a particular 
kft. But of thefe difficulties, we baye his 
pwn account in various letters. 

The ten firft yeaprs of his reiidence at Vi» 
Cima, will detejrmine the point of elevation 
which his glory attained. He regarded AttSk 
, fLegolo as his beft Op£EAt Bctulia Liberata as 
his beft Oratorio, and Artaserse as the 
jpaod fortunate of his dran^as ; for how^ 
ever fet or fuug, it was always fuccefsfuL 

It was 9in intelligent obiervation * of the 
late accomplifhed muficiau Abel^ that the 
genius of Emanuel 3ach would have been 
more expanded and of more general ufe, if, 
inftead of being confined (o the Hans town 
of Hambrq' without a rival, he had refided 
in a great capital, (uch-as Paris, -Naples, o9 
London, where he would hav^ beeA fiimur 
lated to diligence and exertion by competi^^ 
tor^ and obliged to ftudy and reiped the 
public tafte. But Metaftafio, confined to 
. the, Imperial theatre at Vienna,, without an 
opponent, or fear of either public C9.price or 
j|HfiY^t9 cab^l, though thi^ |>Q][:%i;ncr^ were 
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not always of the firft clais, or his auditors^ 
iiich formidable critics as thofe he viQuld have 
had to encounter in Italy, was (b fore of fiiCr 
pefs in the ilyle which he had formed ^arly 
|n life, that he had no occafioii to try experi- 
ments in 9rder to excite curiofity, or awaken 
attention in ai> aydience lefs able to judge of 
the poetry than the mulic, and not allowed' 
to be fcvcre, if dilplcaf^d with their enters 

• . . ' • * »■ • •' , : • 

taihment* 

His monotonous rcfideiice at Vienna, feem- 
ed perfedly to fuit with his natural love of 
order and tranquillity. Though lat^ in life, 
when he felt the cold gradations of Jeca\ ,*V 
he was fometimes a little hurried and 0]^- 
prefled by the number of Imjierial coin- 
mands to write, yet he was not among tho 
celebrated authors gur ploravere fuis non, 
reJpettdere favoKefn Sferatum mentis. Many- 
inftances have already been given of the 
favour and fanfe of his worth, manifefted by. 
his patr^Mis ; but more ftill remain, ^¥hivh 
equally deferve to be recorded. 

When he had finifhed his opera intitled 
// Re Pajiore^ & tEf:pe Cmefiy the fimprefs 
Queen fent him a gold candleftick, with a' 
green ihade to prote3 bis eyes from too greaf 
a glarie .9f light, wiiigh eondefcendUig carq 
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tof his 'jlgifj the poet regarded as infinitely 
jnore valuable than the gift itfelf. 

His drama of Atbenms procured him from 
his Imperial patronefs the following note, 
which will always be an honourable monu- 
ment to literature. 

^ In this opera, and in the extreme 
fiiacrity with wbi^h it was written, I find 
the great Metaftafio full of all the fire, and 
£3rce of hi& e:$traordinary genius. And it 
pleafe^ me the more, as it aflures me of the. 
good llate of the health of a man who has 
no equal, and of whom I have always re-* 
garded the poiTeilion as one of the happieft 
jpircumftances of my life. This opera has 
enabled me to pafs an hour in the moil de** 
iigl^tful manner, and I 4m ^^jtremcly gr?iteir 
: fill for it," 

ypon another occafion (the rapid prqduc* 
|ion qf a Complimenta^ or' a ihort Ode fof, 
Mufic, to be performed by Ai'ch-dutch^fl^ 
ofx a birth-day) the Emfireis Queea wrote . . 
bim the following flatter hig note, in French;. 

1' La prmptitude de la furprize nieji itau^ 
tant plus agreable^ que je vois tnon ancten 
JS^^iUre (r) parfakemmt ^onfenvit fuijait la 

(r) The Emprefs Queen bad received f^om Melg^t^Q 
\ss Uft infirudioos in the ItalisiD language 
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gkir0 de nUre Jkck^ & fius enc$re de ceus^ 
1^ qui il s*eft vou^^ Ma^IE Thbrese." 

All his biographers mention the dStr of 
the dignity of Count, Baroi^, and Coun-^ 
Jelhr of tbf Cmirtj from t&e Emperor 
Charles VI, afte^- h^ had written Acbilie it^ 
Scira ; and fimilar honours by the Emprefs 
Queen, of w^^h he declined the s^ccept* 
anoe. 

He- feems, fyftematically, tp h^ve de^ 

^lined all honorary dillindions which might 
excite envy» detraAion, and obloquy, in hi^ 
peers, and fill his own mind with hiimi- 
liating thoughts and i^iortifying refledions. 
When tl^f coronation of the Impravijatrici^ 
Gmilla, was in meditation at Rome, the 
£tnprefa Queei\^ juiUy (uppoiing that the 
honour of the laurel crow^i, which Petrarc^ 
haA not difdained to accept, could only be* 
Jfeng to Metaftafio, fent Baron Hagen to de-* 
fire the Poet to accept of it ; but he, with 
equal firmneii? and humility, declined tha 
offer, 

ft 
* 

Before we proceed to lp.eak of his nume- 
j(bu8 t>rodu6tioiiSf it may he necefiary to ob^ 
.ferve, that the French, ever, aipiring a( 
univerial empire, not only in territorial do^ 
' pi^ftionj^ but artSj^ fcicnceS;i Ut^ra^urejj ^d. 
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livery ipecies of ingenuity, deny Metafiaiio 
all claim to invention, and clafs him only 
ymong imtatars of the tragic poets of 
France. certainly did not invent th^ 

Tories , and names of his heroes and be^r . 
^roines, which are generally the raoft grand 
•ad iUuftrious of ancient hiftory» and fiich 
had not only been prcvioufly treated by 
writers of other couiitries, but of his own ; 
j>ut has he ftolen or imitated the thoughts 
and conduA of his predeceflbrs i Has he, 
like Quinault, confined himfelf tq ancient 
mythology for his>fubje6isy or filways to the 
fame heroes, or chofen the fame virtues and 
vices to difplay, as Corneille and Racine Y 
Even the names of many of his pieces are 
not tp be found in the works of thefe trage* 
dians. Why then deny him the merit of 
invention, in treating {ubje6h that have 
^ever been brought on the French iiage \^ ia 
delineating fuch charafters, painting flich 
lituationst and colouring paiiions with iucU 
new, fublime, and touching fentiments, as 
^e not tq be foimd in the dramas of any 
pther writer, ancient or rnodern ? Then let 

« 

be remembered, in WHting for , modern 
mufic, how circumfcribed and limited he 
l^yft ]aave b^^n in the {en^th, t^^afures, and 

, . • ' ' ^ . didion 
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4idion of his dramas ; in drawing to a kiqdt 

cf epigramm4tic focus the bufinefs and fen^ 
titnents of a whole iccne, in the Air hj 
ivhich it is tecminated, and to which it is a 
kind of epilogue. Who is able to read tho 
melodramas of h^s predefefTors, in Italy, or 
clfowhere i But, though fo truly lyric, and 
happily fimplified and poliihed for niufical 
cxpreflion, there are few tragedies written 
ibr declamation in any other language which 
pleafe and iutercft n^ore in the perufal, 
without mufic, than the Operas of Meta- 
ilafio. And yet he is denied the merit of 
originality I His iimpltcity^ elegance, grace, 
propriety, and even morality, are original^ 
m the Jlage. 

Thus far we have only confidered Meta«» 
fiaiio as a dmnatic writer i but he would 
havic merited a very diftinguiihed place 
among the lyric and mifcellaneous poets of 
his country, if he had only produced his Cunr • 
tataSy Canzonets^ and fugitive pieces, fuch as 
La Liberta^ La, P^rtenza^ Zta Frimavera^ * 
which, perhaps, have never been equalled 
in his own or any other modem language. 

As the fedentary, and ulually, uniform, 
life of a man of letters, feldom affords 
a greater y^iriet)' of incident ^iian that of. ar 

Monk* 
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Monk, the chronology, plan, and reoq^ 

fion of their moft interefting produftions, 
^re, perhaps, the moft ufeful materials which , 
. their biographers can boaft. We have thefe 
refburces ftill in ftore ; and thefe Memoirs^ 
which, with little deJudion, may be faid, 
from the great portion of each volume whicH 
is occupied by the poet's own letters, to be 
written by Himfelf, (hall be terminated with 
an am|)le iiA of his. writings, claiTed under 
different heads, beginning with his Operajf^ 
^he great pillars of his fame. 

Metaftafio, in one of his letters to a friend, 
who tried to perliiade him to continue to 
\Yrite, tells his correfpondent/ that, After 
having treated almoft all the (^edifications 
of the human heart, the intenfe application 
iiecelfary for the invention and texture of a 
dramatic compofition, became to him an . ^ 
exceeding hard labour In the follow* 

iag catalogue of his dramatic works^ will be 
indicated the moral objeB which the poet had 
f hiefly in view, while he was writing each 
pieqe ; in which he has not only adminifter* 
cathartics to the irregular paffions, ac- 
cording to Ariftotle, but anodynes to virtue/ 
»» 

) See Vol. II. Lett9f Afll, to SavQr^ Mattci, p. 393. 

A QHRO- 
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CHROI^CU-pGICAL LIST 

OF jM* • ' 

METASTAillQ'S SECULAR DRA|<tAS,OU 

OPERAS, 

■ ^ V' 

ftPBCIFYING THE TIME, AND PLACE, WHERE THEy 
WERE FIRST PERFORMED, BY WHOM SET TQ MUS^^ 
AN^r THX UQJLAh OBJECT Of SAQH. 

■ y • ' . . 



^ DrDONs Abba^donata, was written an4 
£rft repreiented at Naples, t7%4» Set tG| 

inufic by Sarro. The dire cffe£ts of the in-. 

eoniiderate paflion of Uve, and the confer . 

quent rage of difappcminmi and defpair, are- 

difplayed in this drama. 

Iif SiROS. Firft performed at Venice, 1726. 

Set by Leonardo Vinci, A parent's ^//W par^ 

tidity for one unwprthy fon, an4 iU-treat- 

fne^t of another, whofe fiUal duty and rf* 

fetlion are proof againft difgrace' and fuflfer-t 

are. the vice. and. virtue chicSy difpky e^ 

in this opera. 

yi. Catom£ in Utica. Rome, 17^8. Se( 

' ' by Vinci'. In- thk piece, no otie need be toM 

that its hero's love for his cou;i;try^ and the. 
* ^ ' .••«if- »**'^/» 
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JFreedom of its inhabitants, are painti^d under 
the weU-kno^ vhtuci of Cato^ bdled Pa^^ 

triotijm, 

iv« Ezxo, or iETius. Set by Porpora fpr Rome« 
1729. Valour and Fidelify to the hero's fo- 
vereign, in fpite of ill-treatment, are the 
principal virtues of the Protagontftes in this 

drama. 

V. Sbmiramidb RicoNOscivtA, ^1^9* Set 
by Pcrpora^ for Rome. In this drama Fice is 

dete^led^ but not puniihed ; and no extraor- 
dinary eSbrts of Virtue have been exerted by 
the fuccefsful charafters. However, it is al- 
lowed by thefevereft criticsj that the beauties 
of the poetry are fufficient td compenfate 
for the dcfe£ls of the fable ; and that any 
one, except Metaftafio» who has ever written 
for the lyric ftage, would be glad to hav© 
b^en its author* 
•4ri. AlessandUo vbll* Inbie, 1730. Set by 
Kinci for the Roman theatre* The magnam- 
mus Generofiiy and denmiy of Alexander the 
Great, are the mod prominent virtues in 
this drama ; which, though it has ever been ' 
a favourite of the public, is not allowed by 
Italian critics to rank with the author's pro- 
ductions of the higheft clafs. The words of 
the fongs, however, are in fuch favour with 
Italian compofers, that they have them by 
lieart, and frequently choofe one of them, 
occalionally, for a detached air, to difplay 

the 
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the abilities of a concert liiiger, without any 
dramatic conne6iion. 

VII, Artaserse. Set for .Rome by FincL and 
for Venice by haffet ^73^* Thepruicipal 
virtues inculcated in this celebrated drama, 
are the ^lial duty and affection of Arbac^j. 

Vni. Abriamo in Siria. The iriumph of th6 
. Emperor Adrian, over the pajfion of Itrve., is the 
moral kflfon of this drama, the firft which 
the author produced at Vienna, for his Im- 
perial patron, the Emperor Charles ¥!• 
1731. It was let by CaUera^ of Venice;. 

IX. IssiPiLE. Vienna, 1732. Set by Cinti. Thef 
virtue . that is chiefly difplayed in this affe£t- 
ing drama, is filial affection: the heroine 
rilking her own life, and that of her loveo 
to preferve her father. 

X. Demetrio. Firft performed at the Impe- 
rial theatre in Vienna, 1 732, to the mufic of 
Caldara. The moral inculcated is the Jacr '\ficc 
of love to duty. 

ii. OnMPi ADE. Set by CaUara for the In;ipe- 
riai court, 1733. The fubjecl of the fable 
turns upon a nioft heroic Jacrifice to friendfiip 
and graft fude. The fongs, in general, of this . 
admirable drama, are among the moft poeti* 
cal and happy of Metaftafio^s lyric compo- 
fitions. 

ill. Dbmofoonte. Firft performed at Vienna; 

1733, to the mufic of Caldara, In this moft" 
iQterefting and aifedling draida^ which, for 

the 
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Ihe fublimity of the thoughts, the energy and 
• force of expreffion, and the grace and ele- 
gance of the language, may be regarded as 
the mod perfe£t of Metaftafio'k prddu£iions, 
marifal affeSiion is probf agaiift the moft hu- 
iriiliating difgrace ahd terrific danger. 

kit. La ^LEidBNzA ]>i Tifo. Clmenie^ the 
fubjeft of this drama, was rooted in the 

' . heart of Metaftafioi and the luxuriance 
ynxth which it fprung up and floariihed, was 
never more manifeft, than in the benignity ■ 
with which he has embeiiiflied the chara£ler 
of Titus, ^d eftabliflied his right to the 
title of delicti hummi generis. This admira- 
ble leffon for his Imperial patron, W9(s£rft 
performed at the court \heatre in Vienna, 
^734» to the miUicof Qddam* 

%iy, AcHiLLE 1% ScxRO. Written at Vienna in 
1736, for the marriage of the Arch-dutchefs 
Maria Therefa with the Duke of Lorrain, 
and fet by Cddara. ^bt conqueft of glory ever 
kve is the principal moral bails of the piece. 
The character of the young- Achilles in thitf 
drama is the Hercules infans ftrangling the 
ferpents in the cradte. it has been faid by 
an Italian critic (Oj that if Metaftafio had 
written no other drama than this, it would 
have placed him in the high rank which hcf 
fo defervedly attained. 

(/} The Abatt Colomeft 

XV. ClR# 
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xit. Cino RicoNosciuTO. Viejiod, 1756. Sei 
by Antonio Caldara, In thid drama, a /^ff^/ 

and dijlrejfed mother is the moft intereft- 
ing agent in almoft every fcene: wbercf 
{he is by turns anxious, terrified, enraged, 
, and enraptured. The lubje£t of this piecel^ 
18 manifeftly the fanfe as flie MerOpe iX 
Maffei, Voltaire, Aaron HiiJ, and the tragic 
writers of all ages and countries^ bom the 
tinrie of Euripides. 

icvi. THiMisTocL£Si Written for thetourt of 
Vienna, 1736, fet by CaUara^ This opera- 
abounds with more noble fc ntiments, moral 
tiiiaxiins, &nd patriotic eiFuiionSj than atay 
one of Metaftaiio's works. There is not^ 
perhaps, in the annals of mankind^ a more re^^ 
fpeSable and interefting charafler than that 
of Themistoclis. And this drama, of which 
iie is the Prota'goniftes, lias becfh lately pro*' 
hounced in Italy («) worthy of the beft age 
of Athens, the fa^ppy* but ungrateful mo- 
ther of this hero. 

XVII. .Zekobxa. Vienna, 1740. Set by Pre^ 
durL This is rdinked among MetaflafioV 
beft dramatic produ£tioas. In Zenobia's 
chara£ler, to the virtue of fiiai oMienct, isr 
added an extraordinary portion of cenju' 

Metapafa^ Tome II. p« tify InNizza^ 1785/ 

a loi 
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*\ fid^lUy to a hufl>and whom her fa^* 

. ther's fituation and entreaties obliged her 
. ,ta lAarry, though long paiEonately attached 
to a fond and worthy lover of her '^own 
and her parent's choice 
xvsn. Atti ZriQ R)SGirj;o. Written 1740, for 

• Vienna, but not performed till 1750 ; when 
it was iirft.fet by H^c^ for the court of 
Drefden, . It was an cnferprize of igreat 
difficulty to fupport the chara£ter of pa- 
imit^ in three different dramas, without 
monotony of fentiments, or deficiency of 
interefi iu the plot or perfonages. But the 

" poet has fo contrived to difference thefe 
patriots, as to avoid copying himfelf. The 
charaSer of Cato is fevere' and inflexible; 
of T'bemiJlocleSy grand, tender, and refolute 5 
wi of Regubis, xnagiianimous^ rigid^ jufit 
and almoft divine. 

1:1 X. Aktigono. Written for the court ot 
Drfefden, and fet by 1 744. The focial 
virtues of parental generqfitjy filial duty^ affe5lion^ 
and obedkncif firien^Hpy aifd fidelity^ are all 
in a£Hon, and put to the ted in this drama. 

XX. Ip£RM^stra. Vienna, 1744. Setby/a^t 
Conjugal affe&kn is here manifefted, at the 
imminent rifl^ pf life, by the herpin^ of the 

' - dranuu 

jtxi. Il re Pastore. Vienna, 1751. Written 
for ladies of the Imperial Court, by whom 
VOL. 111. T it 
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it was firft performed to the compofitions of 

Signer Bonno, Humility y moderation, and ccm* 
tifttmeiU, are beautifully illuftrated, and ren-^ 
dcred defirable, in the fentiments of the 
Shepherd King. Whea it is remembered 
•that this drama was written exprefsly for 
great perfonages to perform in the pre- 
Ibice of their Imperial Majefties> invefted 
with abfolutc power, the bold and vigorous 
fentiments on the duty of fovereigns, which 
the Poet ventured to put into the mouth of 
one of the charaders, do equal honour to his 
Iinperial patrons, who could liften to them 
with pleafure, and to the Laureat who had 
the courage to preach fuch do^rine in a 
court. * 

XXII. L'Eroe Cinese. Reprefcnted for the 
iirft time by perfons of diftin£lion in the 
Imperial garden at Schonbrunn, 1752, to 
the muiic of Bomo. The heroic iaj^aby and 
fidelity of the principal perfonage in the 
piece> are fuch as muil appear unnatural 
and excei&ve to Europeans unacquainted 
with the Chinefe veneration for their princes 
and fi^thers of families. 

xxiii. NiTTBTi. Written for the Court of 
Madrid, 1756. iSet by Conjorii, The hero- 
ifm in this drama is wholly female. The 
ch^rafter of Beroe is the triumph of Virtue 
exhibiting an adnurable example of gene- 

rofity 
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Xodiy and fortitude in a female that ig at 
once young» beautiful, full of fenfihility) and 

in love ! Though this is not one of Me- 
tailaiio's bed compoiitions, yet the delicacy 
of fentimeiit and ekpreffioh of fome of the 
• fimgs, frequently equal thofe of his moft 

celebrated .productions. < 

XXiv. Il trionfo di Glelia, Vienna, 1762. 
Set by Haffi. Patriotic itUbufiqfm is the pro» 
minent feature Iti the op«ra of Clelia: a 
heroine neither coarfe nor mafculine. There 
flHre . not, indeed, in thi« drama, thofe tender ^ 
and touching ftrokes, thofe feiitiniental and 
elegant airs, and happy iimiles, which oc* 
cur in moft of his other theatrical pieces ; 
but, if we recollect the Roman cojlume at the 
early periods of conqueft, we Ihall find la 
fetdee virtu repuhlicaine admirably painted. 

jcxv. RoMOLO B2> Ersilia. Written at Vienna, 
1765, for the marriage of the Archrduke 
Leopold, and fet by Rajfe, This drama, 
which has never been popular, is, .however* 
not without infinite merit in its fimplicity 
pi plot and delicacy of fentiment. The hero 
determines to wave the exercife' of power, 
}n hopes of obtaining by affe£lion what he ' 
(:o^id comniand as a conqueror ; the heroin^ 
is ready to facrifice ^very inclination ai^d 
}jQpe of felicity, father i\}^r^ r^bel againft 
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* fbc will 9/ her falber,i and the rigid laws of her 

xxvi. Il Rugoiero, ovvero l'Eroico gra- 
TITVO1J0I. Wcitten at Vienna* for the nup- 
• tikk of the. Arch-duke Ferdinand. trith the 

: Princefs of Modena ; and firfi performed at 
Milan, mnfic compofed by Hqfe. 

. This was th£ laft produftion of the great 

. Poet, and excellent Mufician; who had 
lioth exceeded their TOth year. The biroic 
gratitude of Ruggiero towards a rival to his 
fame and Jove^. who bad generouily lii^ved 
Ms - life and- refcoed him from prifon, is the> 
, charaQeriftic virtue of this drama. Super- 
nciai yowig/crkics have pretended to dif- 
cover the coldnefs and fterility of old age in 
the words and mufic of thi^ operas but 
however inferior to the more early produc- 
tions of thefe illuftrious authors, more intel- 
ligent and candid judges difcovered fcene 

^ and fentiments in the poetry, and elegance 
, a^d . pr9priety in tb^ m^iiic^ ,of which, at 
tlie time they were pcoducedv none but 

, . Metaftafip and H^fle .qould have been the 

, , WtborSt'- 
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, XH£. pr^fcnt; Work, haviog . beca xmder* 
taken as ajjcind of fupplement to the Gene^ 
raJ. Hi^Pry ^ Ms^c^ti ijs hoped th^t tbf 
4XJufical reader will not be Qftended if a few 
refledtions are added here concerning each 
^lafs of Metaftafio's poetical pro^udions for 
Tnuiic. And firft, of the Q^bra^ or Secular 
Mufical Drama, in Lhe,.fl^^e,tq ^hich.it was 
brought by our Lyric Poct# * • 

The moft judicious, qritics of Itjily, whej;e 
the Melodrama is beft underftood^ after ana* 
lyfing the dramas of this ,ai|thor« and wit^ 
neffing the failure of his ^cc^ors, are of 
opiniont that ^' gQod ts^ , ]^, j(h^trical re- 
prefentations in ; m^ufic wa3 born and died 
with MetailafiK)/* AIl:,t]^ gx&^X Tragic 
Poets of Greece preceded the fonwtior^ of 
the, rules of the art by. Af iAotle. . , R^les;are 
now drawn from the dramatic Works of 
MetaAafioy y^hich can- never be fulfilled but 
hy imitation. And , as poetry is derived 
ironq^ lpu} aiujl/fepitiment, not Sfom line an4 
and^gjqnius is an enemy tp ^pftraint 
SX^ Y<V>]^tt???> wboeyer tJiijpfj;s it.n^eflT^iy tp 
: ». Y 5 imitate 
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imitate Metaftafio, even with equal genius, 
muft be in trammels. And yet, if Ae is 
quite right, what can new candidates for 
dramatic fame. In writing for mufic, do bet- 
ter than to imitate him ? It is impoffible to 
difcover new, eafy, and pleafant roads, in 
a country which he has fo often interfered, 
w^ithout purfuing, or at leaft crofling, fomc 
of his paths. 

Apoftolo Zeno feems to have been the 
Efchyhis, and Metaftafio the Sophocles and 
Euripides of the modern Melodrama. What 
preceded and is fubfequent to them, appears 
equally to partake of the wildnefs and weak- 
nefs of their predeceflbrs and fuccelTors in 
Greece and Italy. 

When any Jly/e of poetry or mufic is 
brought to perfedlion, little is left to be done 
for a long while, but to imitate and vary 
the thoughts and paflages of that ftyle. 
Milton's epic, Pope's fatirical and epiftolary 
flyle, in poetry, and Pergolefi's in mufic, 
muft be worn out and nearly forgotten, per- 
haps, before new ftyles can be formed or 
favoured. Handel left nothing new to be 
done in bis ftyle of compofition. Imitations 
are ever timid and feeble. What has been 
happily accompliftied without rules or mo- 
del, 
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del, cannot be achieved with the iame 

energy, cnthufiafm, and efFed:, by a Receipt. 
All great originals, fuch as Homer, Pindar, 
and Shaklpeare, either preceded, or deipifed 
rules* 

. Novelty is wanting at prefent, both to 
Poetry and Muiic j but the time, or at leaft 
the daring and inventive genius, is not yet 
arrived for either. The Oratorios of Han- 
del, fublime as are the chorufles and man/ 
of the fbngs, from having been fo often 
beard, have tired the public ear, and yet np 
other attempts are liftened to with patience. 
It is lb with opera airs and playhoufe ibng^ • 
eternal imitation and repetition of what wc 
have heard a thouj^md and a thouland times^ 
renders our mufical theatres a confufed and 
ill-bred Cimverfazkne^ more than an intereft- 
ing performance of poetry and mufic {x). 

Signor Saverio Mattel^ . in his dilTertation 
m the Pbilo/opby of Mufic (j'), has made 

(x) This complaint is confined to the generality of Ft* 
cal Muficm The new Symphonies of Haydn preclude 
all converikdon, by dieir never-feiling novelly, and the 
ineihattlKble fertility of his iiiventioil. Almoft all other 
ttiafic ii litde moie than a Qnto^ caa never grappla 
with attention. 

• ^v) SALMJ,TomoV. 

T 4 man/ 
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ttmny juft refledtians on the decleufion of 

the mufical drama in Italy^ which are not 
totally inapplicable elfewbere. Me fays, that 
every fpecies of voice, from the ambition 
of fbaring with the lark, and mounting to 
fublimity, has loil its true quality and cha- 
rafter. The Bq/e tries to rival the Tenor, 
the T^or the Counter-tenor^ the Counter^ 
iin§r the Serrano, and the Sopram the Fla« 
geolet, or bird-pipe. 

The improvements in mufical inftrumcnts 
'and ioftrumental compofition have been the 
•ruin of vocal mufic. Inftrumcnts, for want 
'of vocal expreffion, multiply notes and 
long divifions. But it degrades a finger to 
ruii races with hautbois, fluteSf . and fid« 
dies* Let inftrumental performers fliew 
their power of hand, and the genius of their 
feveral inftruments ; byt let not the human 
voice quit the ientiments and expreffions of 
humanity, and the paljions that belong to 
its nature : let inftrumcnts imitate birds and 
beafts ; but let not the human voice. iiijitate^ 
the tricks and tones of inftrumcnts, ' to 
•wjiich it l}u)ul4, f^|-ve-as a model : l.^t it3 in- 
#eiftipn9 be prttfely vosal, a^d .Ijuclji asi^^^iU 
pleafe, not difgrace, iiumanity. ..r i/v 
Another obftrvation . pf Sig^Wi ^ ^ttei, 
3 ^- " fcems 
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leems naturally toiaccoimt .for thie1niipid.de* 
ciine of the Opera, as far as concerns Poetry 
and Mofio. ^.^:At preient/' fajrs tUs jtxl>- 
cioufr Critic, the, emoluments of thp piiiir 
cipal perfbiis employed ia a ntluficaL drama 
are iettled in a .dire& contrary, ratio to 
what they ottght to be* At Naples, the 
tnanago: of the Opera^ alfigns to the iirft 
Dancer aooo fecj^ulus; to the firft Singer 
loco ; ta the Compoier aoo ; aod to the 
Poet 50 ; whereas the whole arrangement 
ihould be' reveried : the higheft iklaiiy ihoul4 
be given to the Poet ; the fecond to the Com- 
pofer; the third to the linger; and the 
fourth to the Dancer." And perhaps, if 
thefe falaries were fettled, like an Shigliih 
county eledion, by public fufFrage^ this 
w6uld be the general opinion* >A^ it is, 
fays Signor Mattel, Opera talents are 
proif^OTtioncd tb the pay : the dancer is bel- 
ter than the linger, the performance of tli^ 
finger bfett^ than the intrinfic ^erit the 
J:ore or compofition, and the worft of all is 
"the poetry, ftolen from Metaftafio, and to- 
tally fpolled by the ppetafter, who botches it 
t<>geth(p|:/; .J^rp;u, this ftate of things it 
mufljnappcai? iH' vain to hope for a good 
Opera, or a reform in the cftabliflied fyftem. 

' Subjeas 
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- SubjeAft of dignity, heroifih, atid great 

l^iffions, are ruined in the Italian Opera, bj 
the kind of vbict whkrh ever claims the • 
principal part. If, then» the ftyle of iinging 
were a little fimplified, and {tle& Tenor 
voices, highly cultivated, were alligned the 
principal parts, the poetry would have its 
effed, as well as the mufic i and dUOf Tie^ 
im/lcclesj and Regulus, would appear with 
digni^ amd propriety, though they ipoke in 
fong (z)» If the exquiiite voices and refine- 
iments in finging of the Evirati cannot be 
diipenfed with, let them be employed in 
female parts, a$ is conftantly the caie at 
' Rome, and as, itl our Shakfpeare's time, 
was the cafe with all the female parts on 
our ftagc, which were performed by boys. 

Italy, ever fertile in genius, cannot be in 
want of men of abiUties equal to the difficult 
talk of finding out a new path in an art 
thoxight to be already brought to perfedion. 
' The prefent fyftem of giving the princb* 
pal man's part to a Soprano voice, muft con- 
fine the poet to love, tendernefs, and efFemi- 

(«) There csui be no doubt but that the littie fuccels 
and infrequencyof the perfbnnauu^e of-thefe faeroic dfamai, 

were occaiioned by the principal part being wiitten for 

% nate 
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nate charaAers and paffions. At prelent^ tbe 

Italians coadefceud to imitate the noife, 
machinery^ and Balets analogues of France ; 
and theie often fupply the place of good 
poetry as well as muiic* A SpeSack, how- 
ever iplendid^ muit fatigue the. eye, if 
xniad has nothing to do. 

It ieems neceilary here to take ibme no- 
tice of the mutual complaints of Metaftafio 
hUnieli^ ai^d his learned friend Mattei, of 
the negleft of Poetry and abufe of Execu- 
tion on the Opera Stage. 

It is natural and juft that poets fhould 
wifli to fimpUfy Dramatic Mufic. But* per- 
haps it would not be for the intereft, even 
of the words, to ftrip it of all ornaments and 
opportunities of difplaying a fine voice and 
fuperior vocal abilities. Some latitude may 
furcly be giycn to the compofer and per- 
former in the airs, when it is confidered that 
the whole buiiuefs of the Drama, in carry- 
ing on the plot and developing charac- 
ters in Meta{la{io*s Operas, is tranfaded in 
the Recitatives^ and that the airs are merely 
recapitulations of each fcene,. and illuilra- 
tions of the principal incident or afFe£tion 
'on which it is founded. I would willingly 
fi^crifice all fuperfluous ornaments aiid fcience 

in. 
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. In the compofition of Mujical 'Dramas^ out 
of relpe6t to the Poetry ; but I cannot join 
in the contempt which lyric poets put upon 
inftrumental mufic in general. Good fing- 
ing is infinitely more uncommon than good 
playing ; and though the moft pleafing 
power an inftrument can poflcfs, is that of 
imitating the voice, yet both ftringed and 
wind inftrumcnts of the firft clafs have their 
peculiar qualities both of expreflion and exe- 
cution. The produ6lions of Corelli, Gemi- 
niani, Handel, and Tartini, for violins, long 
gave lovers of mufic infinite delight, when 
well executed, without the afliftance of the 
voice ; and fince their reign, the produftions 
of Stamitz, Bach, Abel, Boccherini, Haydn, 
Vanhal, Pleyel, &c. have fo much merit of 
compofition, and cfFefl in performance, that 
they not only make us forget our cares, but 
all the enchantments of vocal mufic. 



SACRED DRAMAS, : 

OR, • . > 
ORArORIOS. \ S 

I. La Passione di Giesu Cristo. Written 
in 1730, at Rome, by order of the Emperor 
Charles VI. Set by Callara^ and performed 

in 
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in la^perial Chapel at Vienna in Pinion-* 

II. Sant* Elena al Calvario. Written at 
Vienna for Paffion-week, and fet by Cal^a 
for the Imperial Chapel, 1731. 

III. I A MoRT£ d'Abel. For the fame place 
and occafion, 1732* Stt hy Reuiter^ 

IV. Gius£pp£ RicoNosciUTO, Set by Porfilc^ 
for dittoi 1733- 

V. Betulia libbrata. 1734. \R«i//fr, for ditto. 

VI. GiOAs &£ Di GiUDA. 1735* Ditto*, 

VII. ISACCO FIGVRA ML Rfi0JEKTOR«. 174^ 

Ditto. 

Beiides the above feven Oratorios Am* th$ 

Inaperiai Chapel, he wrote a Sacred Drama^ 
Per la Fsstivata osl Santo Natalb, 
at Rome, in 1727, for Cardinal Ottoioni {a)^ 
which was iiet by Giovanni Co/lanza^ and 
performed in, a theatre,; with fcenes, and iu 
aftion {6). y 

C^lfa^bigi (in the Preface to the Paris Edi- 
tkm of Metai);afio's Works, 1755) in fpeak* 
iag of thefe Qratorios, fays, that Metaila* 

(a) It is faid, by fome of Metaftaiio's biographers, 
that Cardhutl Qtt^m was his god-6ther, and that the 
Pqet rtoehred the nEvoae ol Hitr$ in honoiir of tbi9 illu- 
(Irious fponfor* 

(b) In the Nice edition of thefe Oratorios, all the texts 

ef Scripture are indicated in the notes. 

fio, 



uiyitized by Google 



C 334 ) 

fioy by adapting liis beautiful poetry to iaored 

ftory, under the moft fevere laws of the 
Prama, has produced Tragedies as perfe6t as 
this kind of compofition will allow.'* And 
Saverio Mattel, who is of the fame opinion, 
and feems anxioufly to wifli for a theatre at 
Naples wholly appropriated to Sacred Dra^ 
mas^ during Lent, lays, that the Greeks 
lyent to a pjgy as to a fpiritual exercife^ or as 
we go to a fernxon.'! And it is well known 
from Livy*s account, that the Roinans« in 
times of public calamity, flew to the theatre; 
and that the firft introdpfiion of Dramas 
with Muiic was occafioned by the plague. 
. Mattel wilhes the mufic of oratorios to be 
grave, learned, and fublime, Young mu- 
ficians (fays he) are merely taught counter- 
point ; which is no more than e&neordmiee in 
grammar ; but they know nothing of the 
philofopkical or poetkal part of mufic. Their 
whole knowledge is mechanical, and the/ 
are never out of the grammar* As to 4i^ 
^reat ftyles of con^pofitioa, they arc feldom 
allowed to fttKty any hut that of their maftep. 
The vocal ftyles of Vinci, Pergolefi, Hafie, 
Jomelli, Cafaro, and Picciiii^ are diff?r- 
Wt| yet all gofld.'.! 



I 
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In cftablifliing a facred tragic theatric 
Mattei not only wiihes the inimitable orato- 
rios of Mctaftafio to be new fet by the 
greateft mafters, without humouring th^ 
caprice of fuch fmgers as are only capable 
of finging in one ilyle, or of executing a 
particular paflage or trick, which muil necef* 
iarily be introduced in every long they fing ; 
3 but, above tp have the poetry refpedted, 
and the precepts of yoajh, Jofipb^ Judith^ 
&;c» heard with reverence* His plan extends 
to the works of the moft foUd and fcientific 
compofers of the laft age ; fuch as Leo^ 
Hafle, aiul Jomelli^ which he would have 
revived, and performed without changing a 
lyllable or a note {c)^ 

Befides his regular oratorios, in two parts, 
Mctaftafio wrote feveral facred poems, 
which breathe great feryour of devotion (^). 

(c) It docs not appear that Signor Mattel wiflies to 
baye facred dramas performed in a^ion ; that would be a 
revival of M^erus and Maraiitiis. Oratorios have long 
been perfonned in feveral chnrcfaea at Rome every Sun- 
day evening, in the ftill manner of Handel's Oratorios 
in England, but to a light and feeble mudc, and executed 
an inferior band. 

{J) Metaftafip was very firm in his religious faith, and 
difj^ouiagcd fcepticai and li^ht dif^uiiions of {acred fub* 

jedi: 
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Oni SOPKA IL SAMTUIIBCO NaTALEJ OFj Ode 

for the birth of Chrift. 

pARAP0I^AS£ ON T^I MlSSRZKE, QX Fiftffirft 

Pialm. 

UrMii TO Saikt Julian. 

This kft was written about the year 1 75 1, 
^ for the Italian chapel at Vienna, where it 
fliU continues to be fung. In a letter to his 
brother Leopold, about this time, be ex- - 
prefles his own pious rapture at the unex- 
peded cotnmitfion which Pope Bencdid XIV 
had given him to inform the ppet of his 
Holtneft^s^ paternal and benevolent remem* 
brance. And, finding that the fcrvus /er^ 
vorim was much pleafed with his hymn to 
St« Julian, he fays, <^ It is hardly to be ima- 
. gined what pleafiire the people of Roman 
catholic Aates in Germany, have in fuch 
fpiritual longs, when ' allowed to fing them 
in their own language ; or the raptures which 
pious fentiments, clothed in majeftic bar-? 
mony, excite. But it is not aa eaterpriie 
for every one to attempt. With the affift- 
fmc of Jomllh and . better health, I Ihould 

* m 

jedls : telling his friends, that, *^ for the peace of his 
confcience, he found religious myfteriei more eafy tq 
bejiqre than to iovefUgate.** 
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be tempted to venture in this fea; but 

thefe are only pia defid^rata{c)^^ 



OCCASIONAL DRAMAS 

MUSIC AND THEATRIC R^PRESBNTATION^ 

OF jQNE TWO ACTS 0>JLy. 

La Galatba, Endimion£» Angelica; Sere* 

natas, written at Naples between the year 
172X and 1 7239. and fet by Porpora. Thefe 
were never meant forafiion^ but to be per* 
formed in ftill life^ like our oratorios. 

Gli Orti EsFERBDiy Written for the £inpre&^ 
Elizabeth's birth-day, 1721. 

J^'IsoLA DisABiTATA, Written in i752> for th^ 
^oiirt of Spain* fet by fi^i^f 



FE§TE TEATRALE, 

01 

FESTAL DRAMAS FOR MUSIC. 

{^A CoNT^SA d.e'Numi ; or* Contention of the 

Gods* written at Rpine, 1729* and fet \>y 

{c) His brother poet* our countryman* Mafon* like- 
wife writes divine hymns* and encoungcs metrical pfal- 
pM)dy in onr pasi(b pbaichef* 
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Find, for Cardinal Polignac, in celebration 
of the birth of the Dai4{>hiiu father of {uQuia 
XVI. 

IlTempio dell'Eternjta, written at Vienna, 
for the birthrday of the Emprefs £U9abeth» 
and fet by Feuchsy 1731. 

L*AsiLO p*Ampr^« written at Yiepna, 1732^ 
and fiPt by CaU^sr^i afterwards ^ygn^le^ted^ 

• 1765, and new fet by Gajman. 

\a .Grazie vindicate, Defence of the 

Graces," written at Vienna, for the perform-i 
ance of the twQ Arc^i-dutcheiTes^ Maria 
TjBaESA> and Marianna, with a Lady of 
the Imperial court, on the Emprefs Elizabeth's 
birth-dayir i735* Set by Gi/iiir^« 

II Sogno di ScipioNE. " Scipio's Dream/* 
written for the birth-day of the ^ai{>e.for 
Charles VI, 1735. Set by Predieri. 

Il Palladio conservato. Set by Reutter^ 
1735. .Performed by two Arch-dutcheile^ 

and another Lady. 

Le Cinesi. Written firft for three Ladie^ 
only, at the Imperial eourt, i725> and fet by 
Reutter. But afterwards, with an additional 
chara^r, it \va$ performed by profefTed fm* 
gers, at the Prince of S^on-Hlburghaufcn's*, 
in the prefence of their Imperial niaj^efties^ 
Francis!, and Maria The^efa, 1752; 

II Parnas^ a^cusato, f DiFgso. S^tby-^tf^^* 

ter, Viewa* 1738. V 

La Pace fra la Virtu, thL BBia.%zM. 1^ 

... ........... 

Vie 
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■the bifth«dft]^ «f the Areh-dutchefs MAiiii 
TfijSAfiSA^ 1738. Set by Pre^ieri. 

In this little dramaj, Venus's Eloqe on Beauty' 

is admiraible. 



' ^ Lucf dh^nay 

J^gJlh dii Qelo $ la ^ilez^a^ i tinde * 
dli/H anche gU oggettt in fid rij^hndep 

Si^ift^ ^olma piu ttirde 
.Solleva al ciel^ come folkva il foU 

ZkOf pemfa mta 

Jempra h mye^ f ricomptnfa i d^nnig, 
^efta in m^TLO agU/ffimili 
Grinfelici aUigra,: in mezzo aWhre 
^ejfa placai tiraftnit i kntiJprQiia^ 
J Jugaci in/caUna^ 
Anima t vili, i temerarj afflrena » 
f dtjl Jw deUe imfert^ 
Chi hHmn etndmfj 

&e diieiia produce eve ft Jiendcy > 

* 

7bie light divine of boayty*8 heav'nly ray- 
Gives power celeftial wherefoe'er it (hines ^ 

7^16 iluggiih ioul it renders light and gay. 
As vaponfs ^ofs.the fua to mount uicline«» 

I 

The lUt of life it teii^erty dom its gloomy 
And pays the labour of fhe hardefl tml \ 

Affli^^ion cheers in fate's fevercft doom, 
And fooths the horrors of defeat aod fpoiL 

%t The 
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The ficrccft tyrant's rage it foon can qucU, 
Can fpur the flow, and chain tlie fugitive s 

Can animate the dull, the rafh repel» 
And joy ineffiiUe to all can give. 

t 

AsT&SA Placata; For the Emprefs's birth«day, 

1739. Sti hy Predieri, 
\l natal di Giove. For the Emperor's birth<- 

day, 1740. Stihy Berne. 
L'Amor paiGioNi£Ro» Vienna^ i74i« Set 

by RetUter. 

Il vERo Omaggio. Set by Bomo, 1743. 
AuonRio DI FBLiciTA. A cantata« Set by 

RmtteTy and performed by three Arch-dutch-* 

effes, 1749. 

La RISP2TT0SA TENBREZZA. For the perform- 
ance of three Arch-dutcheffes, on the Em- 
prefs queen's birth-day, ^IS^* ^7 

Tribvto di rispetto e d^amore. Perfprmed 
by three Arch-dutcheffes, on the Emperor's 
birth-day. $et to mufic by Router. 

La Gar a. Performed by an Arch-dutchefs, 
and two L^i^s of the Imperial court^ on the 
birth of the Arch-dutchefs Maria Anto^ia> 
afterwards queen of France, ^755* Set by 
ReuStir. 

Il Sogno. Performed by the Arch-dutchefs 
Marianna, and two Ladies^ ^IS^*' ^7 

La 
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La RitroSia disarmata> Peevillinefs dif- 
. armed. Written for the court of Spain, 

1759- 

Ai.cio£ Ah Bivio. Written for the nuptials of 
the Arch«duke Jofeph, 1760, and fet to 
muiic by Ha/fe. 

L*Ape> or the Bee. Written for the court of 

Spain, 1760. . 
L*At£NAID£> ovvbro affetti genbrosi. 

Written for the performance of five Arch- 

dutcheffes. Set by Bonno, I'jSi. 
Egeria. Set by Hafet for the coronation of 

Jofeph II, king of the Romans, 1 764. 
1l Parnaso confuso. Set by Gluck, and per«i 

formed by four Arch-dutcheflesy at the fecond 

nuptials of Jofeph 11, 1765. 
La C0RONA5 a drama of one aSt, for the per* 
J formance of four Arch-dutcheffes. Set by 
' Gluck, 1765. 

La pace, pea ls tee Deb, a feftal entertain- 
ment, written for the court of Spain, 1765. 

Partenopb ditto, written at Vienna, for the 
marriage of Ferdinand IV, king of the . 
two Sicilies, with the Arch-dutchefs Maria « 
Joi^sPHiNA^ 1767. SethjHfffi. 



In thefe compofitions, however fliort, we 
a)wayd find vivacity in the a&ion and dia- 

z 3 . 
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hgdtf grandeur taxi tnfth of than&er, 0 

happy delineation of the afiedions, clear- 
nefs, fpirit, a melodiotis^arrangement of the 
words and phrafes, force in the recitatives^ 
and elegance m the airs ; the moft found 
philofophy in the fenjtinSientSy and fancy and 
good tafte in the decorations and machinery. 
So ^hat it is oianifeA, th;M: it was the poet's 
wifli at once to feed the imagination, delight 
the ear, enlighten the ^uaderilaadingy and 
move the heart; 

Theie feftai pieces^ though too fliort for 
operas, or a whole night's entertainment, 
may be compared to the French pelites^ 
pieces^ or our flioit dramas (not farces) of 
one, two, or three a£ls* 

It has been oblcrved by an Italiaii critic (^4)^ 
that, " In thefe fliort pieces the poet haft 
frequently treated of lerious and philolbphi- 
cal matters, too profound ai»l complicated 
for a raixt audience in a public theatre ; 
ikdbt as the immortalsty of the IboJ, har- 
mony of the fpheres, or of creation; but in 
all, we find the pureft principles of virtue 
and natality given to the interlocutors, who 

' (i) Giamb. Aleff. MorefchL- 
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gett^raUy Ardi-dulMS sod Ardio 
dutcliefics.'* 
Court poems, biith-day odM* ttCi H&i 





m 







Andi hanfeoiis flattery^ m no hitinr of good 
Ufte aud ibund judgment would even deign 
to read ; but thefe feftal compofitions of 
Metaftafio are fucb, as not only the lovers of 

poetry, but moral pbilofophers, will read 

with equal pleasure. 



CANTATAS. 

The firft cantatas which our author feeixif 
to have written, were twelve, which he 
produced exprefsly for Porpora, before he 
left Italy. Savcrio Mattel avers that he 
has found a copy of theie cantatas at Naples^ 
with the mufic, in the hand writing of Por- 
pora, who calls them twelve Cantate deir 
Abate Metajiajio. In 1735, while this com- 
pofer was in England, he publiftied hi$^ 
mufic to thefe cantatas, in 4to, and dedi- 
cated them to his Royal HIghnefs Frederic 
Prince of Wales. I have a .copy of this ' 
work now before me ; and though time has 
robbed the airs of Ibme of their priftine 

z 4 novelty 
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I 

Diovelty and grace, the recitatives are fiili 

admirable. Indeed, the Italian recitative, 
which received its laft forms and polifh 
chiefly from the elder Scai^latti (Alef- 
landro) and PoRPomA, feems as fixed and 
permanent as a dead language ; and, while 
melody is as flu£hiating as the waves of the ^ 
fea, recitative feems in ftabii^ity to refemble 
terra firma^ ^ 

The poetry of fome of thefc cantatas was 
improved and poliihed by Metaftafio, and 
publiflied with others, in editions of his 
works, which, late in life, he fuperintended. 
Seventeen cantatas appear in the ]afl Paris 
edition, which have been (et by Sarti, Mor- 
tellari, and the principal compofers of the . 
^relent times. 

£eiides theie, there appear in the Nice 
edition, two cantatas of a conoic cafl : 

La Cioccolata^ 

BD 

* \h Tabacco,- 

Soppofed to be written in his early youth ; 
with two othei-s, for two voices, in dialogue : 

La Damza 

ED 

II. ClCLOPB. • 

And 
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And the five fdlowing fhort pieces, writtea- * 
ibr the Imperial Court, which are Ukewife 
ftiled Cantatas : 

I. LaVirtuosa £mulazion£. 1751*. Set by 
Reutter. 

II. L'AuRORA, & L'EsTATE. Sct by IFagen* 

III. L'Inverno, owero La provida Pasto- 
R£LLA. 1760. Set by IVagenJeil. 

IV. Il Qu adro animato. 1760^ IFagenfeit^ 
for two voices^ 

V. L'ArmokicA. 1769. Set by Haffe {e).^ 



CANZONETTE. 



Canzonetta, for a dance of ruftics, fet 
by BannOj in 1740, for the Arch*dutche& 
of Auftria, Maria Therefa, afterwards 
Princefs of Lorain, .and other ladies of the 
Imperial Court. 

I. La primavera. Spring. Written at Rome, 
1719. 

• (e) This cantata was written by fovcreign command, 
for Mifs Cecilia Davies, to ^ng at the Imperial Court 
to the accompaniment of her Mer» on .the Harmnica^ 
or Glaj^t. 

JI. L'ESTATS, 



• « 
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' ^ tu L*EsTATE, orSumnier, 17^4* 

III. La LibektA, a Nice. Written at VkntliB^ 

' IV. Pal I NODI A, a Nice, 1746. 
V. Xa Fa&tenza. 1749* 



SONNETS. 

t * • 

On the celebrated mufical compoferj GasfarinXj 

at Rome, 1719. 
With Twenty-eight more, on various fubje^ 

and occaiions* 

Metaftalio owns, in one of his letters, that 
he does not think his genius happily formed 
for a Sonnetteer ; '^nd it Joes feem, as if he 
had felt the reAraint and difficulty of its 
conftruftion. His fbnnets being by no means- 
ib fuperior to thofe of other lyric bardSf 
ancient and modern, as many of his more 
happy productions. 



COMPLIMENTI. 

Thefe are ftiort poetical felicitations, which 
were fet to mufic ,by HaiTe, Wagenfeil, and 
Reutter, and performed at Court oa birth- 

daySt 
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iidy$9 by- the^ Arch-dutcheflbs, be&re their 
Imperial Majefties. They appear in the 
Nice eUtiorif for the firft time, among tlie 
poflbumous works of our author, eight im 
number, fmne £ir one, and ibme for two 
voices. 



STRGFE PER MUSICA, 

DA CANTARSI A CANONE^ 

V 

•JL SHORT STANZAS TO -^fi SUNG IN ROUNDS, oa 

CANONS. 

• 

Thefe amount to Thirty-five, many of 
them appear in the Italian Collection of 
Catches, Rounds, and Canons, brought to 
ESngland, by Boroiini, and publiihed by 
Walfh, about the year 1748. ^ Metaftafio is 
Aid to have fet thirty of them himfelf, in 
three parts, which arc fuppofed to be in the 
poifeifion t)f his executors, the family of 
Martiuetz. 

#■ — 

INTERMEZZI. ' 

Thefe, two in number, were written by 

our author in 1 72^, to be performed (as wa$ 
I 4 . tien 
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then the fafhion) between the a£is of hk 
DiDOKB Abbandonata. Thc dialogue is 
carried on with a confiderable degree of hu« 
mouTy between a fantaftical and capricious 
Primadonna (or firll: woman) and an abfurd 
Imprejario (or manager) of an openu 



SIFACE. 

Thi? is an old mufical drama, of the laft 
century, which was new written by Meta- 
ftafio for the ufe of his friend and mufic- 
mafter, Porpora, at Venice, where it was 
performed, in 1725. We have an ample 
account of this labour in one of our author^s . 
letters* 

Thefe are his chief works that were writ- 
ten for mufic* 

Of GiusTiNo, a tragedy, produced at 
fourteen years of age, on the Greek model, 
it has already been faid, that it was not 
intended for niufic or recitative in the dia- 
losiie, though the chorulTes, which terminate 
each a&, require meaiured melody. The 
reiemblance obferved (Vol. L p. 7) be- 
tween an incident iii this tragedy, and 
Shakfpeare's Romeo a^d "^uliet^ cannot ge- 
nerate 
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aerate a fiifpicion of plaglarifm in Meta- 
ftafio, if it be remembered, that the plot of 
Shakefpeare*6 tragedy was taken from Ar- 
thur Brooke's imitation of the Italian ftor^ 
of GiuBetta^ by Luigi da Porto (f ) ; and it 
was more )ikely for Metaftalio to copy thi^ 
afFedting circumftance from his countryman, 
than from Sfaakipeare, whofe name^ at this 
early period of his life had probably not ar- 
rived at hi$ knpiyledge ; $md who ha4 not 
availed himfelf of all the advantas^es of this 
a£Biding incident, but let Romeo idie, before 
Juliet revives. And, upon examination, it 
appears, from Metaftafia's own declaration, 
tl^at the whole plot of hi$ Gm/lina wa$ takei^ 
from the Italia liberata of Triffino. 

Giuflino, with all its imperfedions, is, 
perhaps the moft grave, regular, and accu^ 
rate drama, that has ever been produced a( 
£> early a period of life. 

MISGBLLANEOUS ' POEMS 

ft 

HOT IN'lllMUBD fOR XitTSIC. 

|. La Strada PEf i^a Glq^ia, Sopio^ The 
^ath to Glory j a Dream. Written at flome, 

(f) See Malpne-s Edition of Shakfpestre, 8vo. 1790^ 

yoi.ix. 

• . in 
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in tjtS, on th^ death of his Freceptor and 

Patron, Gravina ; and read by the Author, at 
a public jpeeting of the Academy of the Ar« 
cadi. 

II. La Mqrt^ pi Caton*. The Death of 
Cato* 

III. L'Origin^ delle Lecgi. The Origin 
of I.aws. An Elegy. 

Thcfc three Poems are written in Terzii 

9^ the ycrfificatioa of Daktb. 

■I III i i^^ppupyp^-^wpf^ .* 

!• On the Nuptials of the Prikck and Paiv- 

CESS ©I B]BLM0NT^. Written at Naples, 
ijao.' 

yi. On the Marriage of Signcnr I>. Giambatiftii 

' fltOMAKXNA, ijtt. 

III. On the Nuptials of Sigmr D. Francefco 

Gaetano^ and Donna Giovanni SANSEV^t 
KDfo. 1723. 

♦ 

IDYLUUMS. 

I. Ii, Ratto o'Europa. 

II. Ih COKVITO n^GLI D^It. 

III. TfT^ 



Digitized 



C 351 ) 



III. Teti, e Peleo. 

|v. Oj>£ on the Imperial Refidence at SchoU'^ 
brunn. 

y, I vox I puBBuci, per Maria Tercfa, Im^ 

peratrice IUgina> 1766. 
Vi» La pubj^ica Felicita. On the Emprefs 

Queen's Recovery from the Stnall-pox. i?^/* 
VII. LfAScoM£8SA. The Wager, 1755. 

This Quatrain was written, by defire, on 

the following occaiioQ : The Emprefs 

Queen, when pregnant of her youngeft 
daughter, afterwards Queen of France, laid 
a wager with Count Diettrieckstein, that 
the prpouied offspring would bf Arch-> 
dutcbefs. As (bon as brought to bed, her 
Imperial Majefty feat word to the Count, 
that a Prmceji was born^ and that two drops of 
water did not moreriftmbU ^tber^ than the 
Mother and ber Child. Thcs Count p^id his 
)oil bet with a figi^re in porcel^ne, repre« 
fenting his own pcrfon, kneeling on one 
knee, $uid holding in his right-h^nd the 
following verfea, written pa ^ fm^l flip of 
paper; 

• «./<? perdei: rAugufia Ftglla 
A pagar mi ha condqnata\ 
vtr a Fn fim^Hay 

Th9 
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The Wager's loft— a Daughter's given ! ' 

And I fubmit with joy unfeigned ; 
For if like You this gift of Heaven, , 

The worU entire a prize has 

> 

VIII. Veesetti. Lines font with feme prints 
of the Foetus head, to the Marchefa Zava- 

^efli p9cbi immaglnetii 

Sonoy e veroy opre imperfetti 

D'un ArUjla dozunale ; 
Ma per me gran pregio avrann$ 
St m^rvi aimm fapramt^ 

D^thlfUar fOriglnak^ 

»Tis true thefc little ofPrings fcem 
Unworthy objedls of efteem^ 
Thus dumiily engrav'd $ 
yet UefSngs I fh^l on them jhoweri 
I If from oblivion, by their power, 

original is iay'd* 

1%. Madrigal for Pripce Hilb^rghaus^n, Uk 

fend to the Queen of England, with ai\ 
ivory (huttle^ turned by himfelf. 



TRANSLATJQNS, 



u Tranflation of a Greek Epigram* 

ji, of the Ars Poetica of ^loracc, ix| 

Blank Yerfe^ with notes. 
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ft Trshfl^tion of the Sixth Satire of the Second 

Book of Horace, in Terze Rime. 
iv, of the Fifth Epiftle of the Firft 

Book of Horace, in Stanzas* 
Y. ■ of the Third Satire of JuvenaL 

The Treatife on the Italian Theatre^ which 
Metaftafio {jromifed Bettinelli^ the Printer, 
{ootk after his arrival in Vietiaa, feems to have 
etided in hid EJlram Mia Poetica d'Ariftotile ; 
of whicli, as it is his fole work in Profe^ if 
we except his Letters, and being pofthu^ 
mous, but little known, we fhall terminate 
the Catalogue of his Works by feme account, 

VJ. ESTRATTO DELl'ArTE PoETICA d'ArIS^ 

TOTiLE, e Confideraziom Ju la Msdefima. An 

Abftraa of xVriilotle's Art of Poetry, with 
Remarks. 

» 

Metaftafio's Introdudion, to explain the 

objedt of this Abftraft, is the following : 

" The reputation of Ariftotle, eftabliflied 

^ud defended by the univerfal confeat and 
veneration of twenty-two centuries, if not 
due to the, w t)nderful extent of his fublime 
talents, and the immenfity of his s^cquaintance 

yo;-. A A with 
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with every Ipccies of fcience, would have 

fufficient weight to command the refpetl 
and gratitude of all fubfequent times, if it 
were only remembered, that he was the firft 
Philofopher in all antiquity, that we know 
of, who was able to form a clear, minute^ 
and indifputable analyfis of human reafon ; 
and wjio, furniihing it with diftin£lions and 
divifions, as fo many fecure and neceffary 
beacons, has, difcovered the road by which 
we may moft iafely and courageoufly travel 
in the fearch of truth. The having recouHe^ 
therefore, to fuch an oracle in our doubts 
is laudable, efpecially for Poets, whom he 
has particularly fuppUed with the rules of 
their art. 

Perfuaded from my earlieft youth of this 
indifpenfible duty, I propofed to acquaint 
my felf, fundamentally, with the poetical doc- 
trines of fuch a mailer : and for this purpofe^ 
it appeared to me, that the iafeA and moft . 
certain way to obtain this knowledge pure 
and uncorrupted, would be from the original 
fountain itfcif, whatever labour it might col^ 
me: but, perplexed every moment in the 
courfe of my labour, fometimes with doubts 
concerning a rule which admitted of two 
ipnfesy fometimes by the oblcurity of an ex- 

2 preffioa 



Digitized by 



- ( 355 ) 

preffion which to me appo^red myilerious ; 
now by one precept being apparently con-, 
tradidory to another, now by a new defini- 
tion of the fame fubjeft, totally different 
from that which had preceded it, and by a 
hundred difficulties at every flcp, wholly in- 
iuperable to my limited faculties ; I perceived, 
at length, with infinite mortification, that, 
with the inconfiderate temerity of a young 
man, 1 had unadvifedly plunged into diffi- 
culties, and purfued an intricate road, with- 
out companion or guide. 

I had recourfe, therefore, to the mofl: 
learned and eminent critics and commenta- 
tors of Ariftotle's Poetics ; and I (hould b« 
-ungrateful if I did not confcfs jnyfelf in- 
debted to them for the literal lenie of many 
obfcure paiTages in the text: but I ihould 
likewife be very infincere, if I did not de- 
clare, at the fame time, tiiat, after all my 
laborious relearches, 1 found myfelf, to my 
great mortification, much lt{k enlightened, 
nay, rather inhnitely more perplexed, inde- 
termined, and confufed, than I was before. 
And, indeed, who could avoid being con- 
founded by the conftant difagreement of men 
fb refpec table for their Icaruiiig ? Who 
(ould help being tired with feeding inftnic- 

A A z tiou 
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tion ih (b many ufelefs and prolix metaphy- . 

lical aud Icholaftic treatiles, in which the 
art theypromiie to ^liuftrate is fufibcatedf 
Who could refrain from indignation, whei^ 
fearching in the Greek dramatics, and in 
Ariftotlc hiinfelf, for the paffages cited by 
the moft renowned critics as the foundation 
of their fovereign decifions, lie finds them 
(as has frequently been my cafe) dtamefri'^ 
cally oppofitey for the moft part, to their opl- 
nioils ? And, befides this, who could fafely 
rely on men, however ikiliul in languages^, 
that w^rc totally without experience in 
theatrical matters, and yet convinced of 
th^ir own infallibility ? 
. To extricate myfelf in the beft way 
1 was able, from fo many doubts, and not 
entirely to lofe the fruits of my ftudy and 
application, I determined rigoroufly to ex- 
amine cpyfelf, and to re-perufe, from the 
beginning, Ariftotle's whole Poetics, extraft- 
ing, chapter by chapter, whatever I could 
clearly underftand ; and coufeihng my igno- 
rance and uncertainty as to the refl ; point- 
kig out fuch precepts as, though ufeful per- 
haps when given, the enormous change of 
manners, in iuch a long period of time^ has 
rendered impra^icable ; aud difqovering what 

rulca 
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rules have crroneoufly been affigned by mo* 
dern iegiflators of the drama to the Greek 

tragedians, and even to Ariftotle himfelf ; 

• 

and by this means form for my own ufe, 

from the text, a clearer and more dilHnft 
idea of the nature of Poetry^ ImitatioHy and 
Probability y than is commonly received. 
* '^^ The indifpenilble duties of that employ- 
ixient to which I had for lb many years 
been fortunately deftined, had not, till now, 
allowed me lufficient leifure to execute this 
talk as completely as I wiflied : but lince, 
I have not negledted, at ihort intervals, tQ 
meditate on the lubjedt as much as my ne- 
ceifary occupations j^^ould allow^ and to coU 
le£l together all the materials I was able 
towards the intended edifice. The day is 
length come, when an unufual repofe has 
finally been granted me by my moft gra- 
cious Sovereign ; and I have now, as far as 
my powers would enable, me, fully and ex- 
uBly terminated my defign* 

But Heaven forbid that I fliould have the 
prefumption to think of forming by this ex^ 
tracl a new Art of Poetry ! The feducing 
rank of inventor has already produced more 
•Arts of Poetry than will ever be read, or at 
leaft ftudied and put in pra&ice : indeed, 

A A 5 they 
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they are more than (ufficiently numerous id 

confound, dilcourage, and wholly render dry 
and arid, the moft happy, courageous, bold, 
and fertile genius, which the wifdom of ' 
beneficent nsSture can produce. 

** The fole objedl of my labour, was, as' 
much as poflible, to juftify my own condud 
to myfelf, who am naturally (for my mif- 
fortune) the leaft circumfpeA of all my 
Judges; and to procure the felf-conlolatioa 
of being convinced, that all thofe defe£b 
from which an uninterrupted experience of 
more than fifty years, and the Inceflant en- 
deavour to iuftrudi myfelf, have not been 
lufEcient to exempt me, fhould be numbered 
among the painful and inevitable confe* 
qucnces of human weaknefs." 

The title of our author's firft chapter, is 
the following : 

Chap. I. " That Poetry is one of the 
arts of Imitation. In what it differs from 
other arts. Explanation of the terms Mt^ 
trCy Rhythm^ Harmony ^ Melody ^ and Modes. 
Refutation of the opinion, that compofitions 
written in profe, can be called Poems. That 
it is not.fiifficient for a poetical production to 
be harmonious, and in meafure ; it ought, 
Ukewife, to be noble and elegant/* 

His 



( 559 ) 

t 

liis definitions of the technlca of ancient 
mufic, particularly attracted my attention ; 
and I was flattered to find that they generally 
agree with thofe that have been given in the 
Differ tation on the Mu/jc of the Ancients* He 
likewife is of opinion, that the Greeks meant 
hy Armonia, what we mean by Melody, found- 
ing his opinion upon a paflage in Plato: 
The regulation of the movement is called 
khythm; but the regulation of the voice 
(with relpe<5l to high and low) is called Har* 
.mony (g). 

And this is Padre Martini's opinion : 
Harmony^ with the ancients, meant the 
regulation of a fingle voice, with reipe6t to 
the intervals of a given fcale or key. 

Melody^ indeed, is not defined as in the 
DifTertation above-mentioned : Aletaftafio 
makes it only a more airy and elegant kind 
of melos ; but Ariftotle, in a palTage which 
he has quoted from him (b), does not oppoie 
artificial and forid melody to Jimple and 
plahij but mufic fung to inftrumental mufic: 
for \|/iAii fA«o-ixq, or 4/»Aoi» /xfAw, naked mufic, 
feems always taimply injirumental mufic, or 

{g) De Legib, Lib. ii. 

fcifa fctiuJkc. Arift. Polit. Lib. vlii. Cup. 5. 

A A 4 mufic 
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rnufic mtbout words. Melodia^ is melody Jimg% 
that isy poetry fung. 

Metaftafio thinks modo fometimes confined 
to key, and fometimes to meiifbre. Our 
old writers on mufic, down to Morley and 
Kavenlcroft, applied the word mood only xs^ 
time or meaiure 5 but the word modo^ \x\ Ita-f 
lian, always means key. To the terms mdus^ 

tonos^ tropQSj Metaftalio gives great latitude, 
and refers to Padre Martini for more minute 
information. He feems of opiiUon, that^ 
in antiquity, there was no poetry without 
Wtabersy or. without Jinging (/). The diver'^ 
hiioi the ancient Romans, he calls redia^ 
five I and fuppofes that in the cantich ftro- 
phes, antiftrophes> and epodes, as well as in 
the chorus when fung by all, or by a fingie 
aftor, melody (or as we call it air) was 
vfed. 

Chap. II. Here our author treaty 
Of the different obje4:ib of imitation. 
Difficulty of determining what Ariftotle 
meant by dividing imitable charaAers into 
befi^ worjtj and middle clais of good and 
bad." 

(i) In modern times, however, in the cbardii and in 
fmy cf entoriosi profe is ikog to meirfure^ muficw 

Chap* 



kju,^ jd by Google 



• Chap« III. Of the variouf ways in 
which Poets may avail themfelvcs of thp 
jneai^ find fubjei^ of Ip^itation* In wb^t 

refpcds Homer and Ariftpphanes refembl^ 

Mch other. Reaibns afligned by difFpr^nt 

people of Greece, for arrogating to th/s^ir 
fAves the invention of the drama.*' 

Chap. IV. Poetry is deduced " from th0 
natural inclination which men have to iipi- 
tation and fong. Proofs of this opi^iofi pro- 
duced by Ariftotle : other proofs not given 
by him, with regard to mpfic^ which, per*- 
haps, he did not think neceflary. Difier^ 
cuces bj^tween an imitation and a copy the ' 
ignorance of which diftin£tion, produces the 
greateft abfurdities. ludiipeufible neceffity 
of fong (muiical tones) in fpcaking to the 
public. Proofs that all dramas^ comedies^ 
as well as tragedies, were lung throughout 
by the Greeks and Romans, are given by 
Metaftafio from ten different ancient authors. 
Examination of the opitiion oi Ariilotle, 
that Sophocles perfeiled tragedy, by the 
introdudiou of a third perlbnage ou the 
ftage." 

Our author has manifefted much learning 

and ingenuity in the courfe of this cliapter. 
He isj in general, clear and intelligible on 

a the 
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the fubjeft of Imitation : allowing a hattiral 
tendency in human creatures, above sSL 
other animals, to imitation. " On the 
flage, we imitate all kinds of characters, 
good and bad. We can even imitate the. 
noifes of inferior animds," 

His Eloge of Mufic, after f^ing that the 
love of it is a natural inftin& of humanity, 
entirely coincides with my own. 

" Who can doubt (fays he) of the efficacy 
of Mufic on our minds? Who is it, that 
has not felt its effects on himfelf, and ob- 
ierved them in others ? Who fees not that 
our paffion for this art has introduced it into 
all human a6tions ? In the iervice of reli- . 
gion, in feftive alFemblies, in funeral pomp, 
and even in military fury, mufic has a con- 
liderabie fharc. The moft barbarous and 
lavage nations are pleafed with it : infants 
liften to it even in the cradle, before the 
ienfes are perfeA, and it calms their com- 
plaints. The criminal in a dungeon, the 
flave in chains, leeking alleviation from their 
afHi£lion and labour, find it in ibng {iy* 

(i) Sec Prefece to Prefint State cf Mufic in France 

and Italy^ pubiiihed twelve years before thefe cxtra^s 
appeared, and anterior to the author's intervievr widt 
JVictaibfiOk 

^ Qrurm 
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Crura fofumt firro^ fed eanit inter opw, 

, TibuU. L. ii. Elig. j. 

' The fetter'd {lave> the drudge of fate, 
-Sitixh ihakes lus irons, and forgets his ftate. 

Grangis* 

Metaftaflo gives further refleftions from 
the ingenious and acute Caftelvetro," on 
the neceliity of addreffing perfons at a dif- 
tance, in mufical tones (/). His proofs from 
Ariltotle, Cicero, Livy, Virgil, Horace, 
Ovid, Suetonius, Donato, &c. have almoft 
all been previoufly cited in the Differtation 
$n the Mufic of the Ancients^ from the iame 
places, in favour of the opinion, that all the 
ancient dramas, tragic and comic, were en- 
tirely iung, and accompanied by inftru- 
'ments. 

Dramatic poetry is not only the imitating 
the charafters and manners of men, but the 
imitation of another art: that of mufic. 
As, according to Metaftafio, there is no 
poetry without mufic : the arrangement of 
'Words, and different metres, is mufic.'* In. 
painting, indeed, an artift has natural ob« 
jecb to copy; in poetry, he has them to 

on Dnunatic Muilc. 
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defcribe ; but what, it may be a(ked, has a 

mulician, in tiature^ to imitate ? Does mufic, 
in it$ nature, imitate poetry ? 1 nev^F could 
clearly uaderftaud Ariftotle's meaning, as 
to mufic being an imitative art. Is it an 
iipitatipn pf poetry, in its meafures and 
rhythm ; and in the tones of fpeech, length* 
Plied, po|iihed, and ip^paiiiof^ed i 

But rpy icarne4 and excellent friend, the 
&ev« T. Twining, in the Secpnd Diflerta- 
tion prf fixjsd to his Tranflatioa and Notes 
on AltisTOTLB's Trbatisb ok Po£Trt, has 
f:l€ared this oiatter up more to my fatisfac- 
tion th^n liletaftafio, or any of Ariftotle's 
.commentators that I have feen. 

The title of tpy friend's DiiTertatiqn i» 
this : " On the different Senfes of the Wor4 
Imitative^ as applied to Mufic by the An- 
cients and Moderns.*' In which he cooiines 
mufical imitations^ to the raifing emotions and 
ideas. And 1 thipk the former wiU include 
the pajions. There are mere inftrumemftl 
movements, which awaken ideas of jcy^ 
Jbrrow, tendernejs^ melancholy^ folemnity^ cou- 
Sritian, military ardor^ &c. Thus far it may 
be allowed the title of an imitative art. As 
to mufic imitating human ipeccfa, which Pr» 
B^atie denies^ but which Mr, Twining feems 

to 
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to have eftabliflied, as much as a mattcf 
that depends on fancy, feeling, and prefent 

humour, can be eftablifhed ; it is an opinion^ 
to which I fubfcribe 

Indeed^ 

(m) Mr. Twining, in his Second DiiTertadon, p. 51, 

Ipeaking of the Imitative powers of mufic, with admirable 
ingenuity, has afligned a ufe for the ancient enharmonit 
gtnusj which feenis more pt'obable than any thing ykhiiM 
has hitherto been fuggefted oii that dark fubj^. « 2>r#« 
matic mufic (fays he) is often JiriSlly imitative. It imi- 
tates, not only the effe^J of the words, by exciting corre- 
i^ndent emotions^ but aUb the itiords themfeivi^ inmuM^ 
bj tcmes, jicceiits, inieidons, interrals, and ihjrth^ 
mical movements, fimihr to thofe of fpeech. That this 
was peculiarly the chara^ler of the dramatic mufic of the 
ancients, feems highly probable, not only from what isiaid 
«f it by ancieht authors : but firom what we know 
their mixfic in general ; of their fcalcs, their gjnera^ their 
fondneis for chromatic and enharmonic intervals, which ap« 
proadi ib nearly to thofe Aiding an^huiaiiignable inflexions 
(if 1 may fo ipeak) diat chanifterize die melody of 
(peech.** 

It may be thought too fanciful, perhaps, but it feems to 
me, as if dancing, mufic, and poetry, were reciprocally 
imitations of each other; it is certain, at leaft, that they 

are nearly connccled, and refemble each other; mufic 
imitates the ilcps of a dance, and the numbers of verfe, 
lience poetical propo^rtions are, perhaps, called feety and 
mufical, rhythm. Mufical meafures, times, accents, and 
bars, are equally wanted by all the three arts ; and all three 
Mutually ailiil each oilier in the Italian ballata (whence our 

word 
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Indeed, I have long experienced and al* 
lowed,, that by flow, quick, gay, and for- 
rowful movements, mufic, witiiout words, 
can excite fenfations of various kinds, and 
remind us of former events and feelings. 
Farther than this, mufic does not Teem an 
imitative art. If it imitates any tiling hu- 
man, important, and impreflive, it is per- 
haps, the cry of paiiion, whether of joy qr 
forrow. It can laugh and be gay; it can 
grieve and lament, with a little help of ima- 
gination. When it has words to exprefs, it 
ihould be the compofer*s and performer^s 
ambition to lengthen and tune the tones of 
ipeech and paflion ; to imagine what tones 
pf voice, in a certain fituation, would beil^ 
in the language of mufic, excite and enforce 
the ideas to be exprefled. 

The movements in mufic, and meafures 
in poetry, have fo great an affinity, that 
their rhythmical efFe£ls arife from the fame 
caule. An heroic verfe, in grave and iblemn 
fubjcdls, refemblcs mufical movements in 
adagio^ grave, and largo, in common time. 
This may be purfucd to a much greater 

tvord haUad) which originally implied an air that was (ting 
to words, and danced at the (anic tiiiie. 

extent 
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extent than we have room for here (n). 

But as far as concerns Ariftotle's do6trine, 
Mr. Twining's cxtenfive learning and read* 
ing, joined to his knowledge, pradlice, and 
experience in mulic, have enabled him to 
explain this hitherto dark and unintelligible 
fubjeft, better than a mere fcholar, or mufi- 
cian, however deep in his particular faculty, 
could poffibly have done. 

Chap. V. of Metaftafio's EJlrattOj treats 
Of comedy and its authors. Of comidie 
larmoianUy or fentimental comedy. In what 
particulars epic poems and tragedies agree, 
aad in what they differ. Of the unity of 
timey of fable^ and of place In this chap- 
i;er, the unities are admirably explained, and 
tjieir do^riiiie, to my comprehen&on, well 
ponfiited, and relinquifhed, by Metaftafio ; 
who has proved, that the Greek tragic wri- 
ters themfclves had no fuch narrow limits. 
He gives the time 9sA place of the chief dra* 
mas of antiquity, Greek and Latin, in all 
which thefe unities are violated. The unity 
pf ad;ion or fable, feems more particularly 

(n) M. Marpurg> of Berlin, has written a Treatife in 

German, on the comparative length iind accents of mufical 
notes, and lingual /yliables. AnUitung tuht ^li^cmfofttiQm 

recom* 
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Recommended by Ariftotle, and tfiore eon- 
ftantlj obierved than either of the other 
two, by the ancients. This precept, Meta- 
fiafio tells us^ he has himlelf obeyed, as miich 
as polfible : " as the fixing the attention of 
the fpe£lator upon one illuilrious tad inte-> 
refting charafter, muft produce a^xnore fenfi- 
ble and )>erfe& cSt&, thaft when divided.'* 
But even this rule, he iays, mull be conr 
ftrucd with difcr^tion and exceptions, or elfe 
liv'hat would become of the beautiful epiibde^ 
of Ilomcr and Virgil, and the fecondary 
cfiardfters in the aqeient dramas i Metaikt^ 
fio, in his more than fifty years ftudy an4 
^pctience, has by his works, difcovensd 
what can be praftifcd with efFedl, and what 

ctighttobe^Krcided, better than all the poetics 

of mef e theorifts, cau ever teach to drama-r 
tic ivritttt (0). 

Chaf» 

(0) Mr. Twining, in a libcrsll and compr^enlive note 
on that part of Ariftotlc's poetics which treats of the UNi-» 
TICS, after proving that Dacier, and other commentators, 
have erroneouily afTerted that the Staginte literally and 
r; r^broufly meant by the unity of thru td confine the a6HQii 
of a tragedy to the limits of a ftngte day-^ or nearly fo ; 
and that the Greek tragic writers have ahuays adhered U 
tbh ruUy (ays : <• For this, and other infiances of the 
jatne kind, I muR content myfelf with ^eferrii^g the ttafiet 

4..** • 
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Chai^. VI. Definitioii^ divifion, and 

bxplanation, of the feveral parts of tragedy, 
Purgatioil of the paifioiis con(idered-^and 
whether it is produced only by means of 
ieirror and compaffion 

Chap. VII. " Of the component parts 
and length of tragedy.** 

Chap. yill. The unity of hero (the 
principal character) does not imply unity of 
> adion;" 

Chap. IX. " DifFetence between a poet 
and an hiftoriati; A piece in verfe^ though 
the fubjc6t is neither epic nor dramatic, is 
ncivertheleis a poem. Of epiibdic fables. 
Of furprize, and its different degrees." 

Chap. X. " Divifion, arid explication of 
fables. Defence of Corneilie.'* 

to the feniibie and well written E/iratt$ deSa Poetiea i^Ari" 

Jioiilt'y publifhed among the pofthumous works of Metafta- 
iio, aiid which did not into my hands, till all my notes 
i^ere written. It contains many ingenious and %acious 
<[>b(ervatiori5. The fubjefi of Ae dramatic unities, In 
t)articular, is difcufTed at large ; and, I think, in a very 
tnafterly and fatisfa£lory way. And, with refpeil to the 
ftri^ unities of tinU and place, he feems perfectly to h^ve 
fucceeded in (hewing, that no fuch rules were impofed on 
the Greek poets by the critics, or by themfelves — nor are 
impoTed on any poet> either by the nature or the end of 
the djrsimatic idutatiiiin it^«" 

voii. iiu s B Chap. 
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Chap. XL *^ Of difcoveries and revolu- 
tions, find their different kinds and effeds. 
Of paflion. Doubts concerning the modern 
Frencli rule, of not ihedding blood on the 
llage." 

Chap. XIL ** Of the length and propor- 
tion of the ieveral parts of tragedy. Of 
the chorus. Of the number of a&s and 
perlbnagcs. Of tlic airs in modern operas.** 

The chorus, for the lols of which the 
enthufiafts for antiquity make luoh heavy 
complaint, was originally a religious hymn 
to Bacchus, at the time of vintage. The 
ads of the drama were long called eptfodes^ 
^fter they became of more confequence than 
the chorus itfelf ; but the public, long ufed 
to them, would not fuffer a drama to be 
performed without a chorus, even when it 
had no connexion with the fable. At length, 
it became fo vulgar and uninterefting, that, 
like a company of modern pfalmodifts in a 
country church, the choral fingers were left 
in the midft of their performance by the 
. audience, at the end of the piece, who would 
not ftay to hear them longer than they could 
help. But though MetaAafio cenfures the 
abfurdity of this permanent chorus to every 
drama, he does not think it neceflary to 

baniih 
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baniih every fpecies of chorus from the 
ftage. The theatre would lofe the privi- 
lege of availing itfelf with dignity, delight, 
and probability, of a chorus in facrifices, 
triumphs, feaik, and oa many fimilar occa- 
fions, in which it is extremely natural to 
fuppoie, that many perfbns may concur in 
the fame fentiments, and exprefs tliemfelves 
in the iame words." He gives many other 
inftances, where a chorus may be introduced 
with propriety. 

He then proceeds to coniider the number 
of a6ls, into which a dramatic fable (hould 
be divided; and diiputes the rule which 
leems to be laid down by Horace for five 
a6ls; Ihewing, from a paiTage in one of. 
Cicero's letters, that the ufual number of 
a£b in that orator's time, was three. And 
this was fo long eftabliflied into a law for 
operas in Italy, that ieveral attempts at five 
adis, were there much difcountenanced. The ^ 
late philofopher, Diderot, was of opinion, 
that three a6ls would be the beft divifion of 
every drama : as they furnifhed a begiming^ . 
a middle^ and an end (J>). However, to fave ^ 
the expence and trouble of a third bancs 

(p) This divifion includes the perfect wbeU^ required 
by Ariftotle. 
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(at prefent the moft attra£llve part of^ artf 
opera) the whole bufine& of mufical dramas^ 
whatever it may be, muft conftantly be hud- 
dled into two aSts. Metaftafio candidly and' 
liberally fays, that the number of ads in 
every drama fhoald more depend on the 
bufinefs to be traniafled, than on rule and 
cnftbm." But that openra, originally written 
in three a61:s, like all thofe of this poet him- 
felf, (hould be cut, mangled, and crujhei^ 
rather than compreded, into two oBs^ for 
no better rea£»i, is treating the remains of 
the venerable bard with the utmoft indig- 
nityr not to fay ftupid barbarity. 

After an ample difcuffion of the chorus 
arid number of acts and characters, in the 
ancient tragedy, MetaAaiio £iys: ^ Before: 
we quit thefc fubjedls, it may be necelTary 
to enquire into the Revolutions of the chorus^ 
and to what end its different motions were 
eftaUilhed ; (bmetimes moving to the left, 
like the primum moiile\ fometimes revolv'-- 
ing, like the planets, to the right; and 
fometimes remaining ftationary, like the 
earth* But of the ufe and beauty of theie 
aib'onomicai reprefentations, invented by the 
ancients, or afcribcd to them by the inge- 
nuity of modern critics, let every one judge 

for 
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to fay oa this lubje^t^ is, that (in performing 
the odes) the fonp or ftanzfts which the 
choi;us. fung in thefe revolutions, took the 
mmes of Jhophey that is, r€Vobftimi aniU 

firopbt^ c(nmter^7'€vdutiQn \ aud epedc^ ^uUir- 
tion to the fong. That the poet, in writing 
thefe ftropheS) autiflrophes, and epodeSt 
compofed them in a different meafure from 
tlie reA of tiie tragedy ; fometxme3 q^uitting 
the Iambic, availing himrfelf of the more 
jquick aud lively anap^flic and trochaic feet; 
connefting together a certain determinate 
l^umber of veries^ adapted to a particular 
periodical melody, which might be oftez^ 

' repeated to other words iu the iame meafUre 
and cadence: that this more artificial mufie, 
which took ics oame from the revolutions 
above-mentioned, was not only fuAg by the 
chorus alonet but fometimes by turns - with 
the adors, and fometimes by the aftor$ 
without the chorus. Anid finally, it is ob- 
fervable, that thefe determinate melodies, 
which may be repeated to different words, are 
eJicadHy of the lame kind as the odes, fong$, 
and canMnets, in Italy, which have been 
faithfully preferved in their form and name, 
Jbeing ftill umvcrfally called jirtfe and ftro^ 

3 B 3 fette. 



( 374 ) 

fetti^ Now what elfe are the airs of our 

mufical dramas, but the aucient Jiropbes ( jr) ? 
And why fuch an out-cry againft theie vi(i«- 
ble and maoifeft relics of the Greek theatre i 
and from thofc very learned folks, who are 
always recommending to us .the imitation of 
It? 

. Chap. Xlll. " Of the Protogoniftes, or 
principal character, and of the unhappy ca- 
taftrophe, recommended by Ariftotle." 

Chap. XIV. " Of terror, compaffion, and 
the wonderful. Of the different kinds of 
tragical adions." 

Ariftotle allows of but four events, that 
^are proper fubjeds for tragedy. The ^rji is 
when die principal per£>nage knows the evil 
-which he or ihe is perpetrating : as Medea, 
when Ihe murders her children. 
. i The Jecond^ when the hero or heroine is 
ignorant of the atrocious deed, till after it 
;is committed : as Oedipus, Alcmoeon, and 
Telegonus. 

This defcription feems almoil to fit our old opera 
ibngs, in times of da cafo^ if the ftrophe and ahtiilroplie 
be imagined the firft and fecond ftrain of the air, and the 

epode, the addition to the fong. And a number of verfes 
to the fame periodical melody, rcfembles our ballads^ or 
fongs of many fianzas, to .each of which the iame air ^ 
repeated. 

The 
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The tiirJ^ when the perfonage^ through 
ignorance, is on the point of committing 
ibme horrid action,, but is prevjented by a 
fudden difcovery, as Merope and Iphigcnia. 

The fourth (which AriAotle regards as the 
worfl: and moft contemptible) when a cha* 
meter is about to commit a crime, but ftops 
ihort at the inftant he is going to execute 
his defign : a^ Harmon, in the Antigone of 
Sophocles, who was deteroiined tp kill hi$ 
£ither« 

^' Now this fourth tragic circumftance 
(fays Metaftafio) which is lb much' difap- . 
proved by Ariftotle, appears to me (with all 
due deference to (b gresrt a mafter) capable 
of being exceiiently treated. If HaemoUy 
for example, when in the laft agonies near 
his dying Antigone, ihould have iuddenly 
feen his father Creon appear, who had ib 
i^njuftly and barbarouHy been the caufe of 
her death, and in a blind impetus of paffion 
had determined to kill him, but in the very 
act of giving the blow, overcome by the 
paternal looks and voice, which he had been 
accuftomed to reverence, had found himfclf 
imable to fummon courage fuiEcient to over- 
come the compunctions of nature and loqg 
h^ibits ; and, therefore, being vuiable tp iavo 
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^ bis wife^ or to avenge her death, thp 

violence of his rage and defpair, if he ha4 
killed himfiif, the cataArophe would have 
been one of the moft fpirited and affecting, 
that can be imagined \ fince it wouM exprefs 
at once the higheft degree of intereft, wliich 
love, natore, rage, and defpair, united, conM 
produce. Nor would there be wanting the 
indifpenfible Ariftotelian pathos^ that is, the 
cn^otioi^ which ariles from the view of the 
d^'ing and the wounded." 

With reipect to confining all the ieniations 
excited by tragedy, to terror and pity, Me- 
tafta(iq fays : ^< All the juft refpect which | 
feel for this great philofophcr, is not fuffi- 
cient to convince me, that tragedy, in its 
operations, can avail itfelf of ^lo other in- 
flrumcnts than Terror and CompafficAi. It 
ap|)cars to me, that the admiration of vir- 
tue, under a thoufand different afpects ; as 
friend/hip, gratitude, patriptifm, fortitude, 
generofity to foes, and innumerable other 
modifications ; as well as the abhorrence of 
the vices of the human heart, which often 
impede and oppofe thefe virtue^ ; all thefe, 
I fay, appear to me efficacious, and fair 
means of affording delight and iniiruction, 
without eternally condemning the ipectator 

\ " to 
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trcfabk with hofror^ qr weep wi^ 
jiffjiaion/* 

Frjom. dik pa&ge, and fr.om the whai^ 
tenour of his life and writings, it is mani-r 
f»0^f that Metaftafio was po Urrorift* An4 
though Ariftot^e, in tl:^ thirteenth chapter 
§4 ^ Art of, Poe^jry^ W pronouncedt 

that to be the bcft conftruded tragedy 
'wbich eods unhappily f yet Mr. Twinifig, 
in hi* notes on this ch^ipter, after allowing 
tijAt <^ nothing feem$ more juft, or more 
accurately exjpreffed, than Ariftotlc's idea of 
the end of tragedy ; that it is to give that 
^Uajuny which aryis from pity and t€rror^ 
through imitation'* ^ ^nf wit^ Ikm f A« 
fjLffArKrtuf ri^ny Trot^sLnun^tiyr — Cap. XIV. (TraiJl, 
P. II. feft, 13.) very much to my fatisfa&ion, 
adds, but the Qreek tragedians will be 
thought, I -believe, by moft modem readers, 
to have fometimes pufhed this principle ra^ 
ther too 'far, and to have excited a degree of 
faorrcM', i^hich even the charms of imitation 
capnot well be conceived to have foftened 
into pleafurable emotion ; and it appears tQ 
to me, that Ariftotle himfelf inclined to this 
of^inion^ and that he intended this chapter as 
a ieflbn of caution to the poets againR this 
f xceis. He focfbs plainly to have cpnfidered 

4 the 
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. the aSual murder of a mother, a fon, a, 
brother, and the like, as incidents rather 
' too horrible to be exhibited in awjf way. If 
^the dttd muji be done, let it, he iays, if 
poffible — if the ftory will permit it— be d<Mic 
ignorantly. But it will be ftill better, if you 
can avoid doing it entirely ; if you can con- 
trive to make the expeBatton^ combined with 
the atroctoufnefs of the event expedled, an- 
fwer your purpofe, by raifing as much anxi- 
ety, commifferation and terror in the fpec- 
tator, as may coniift with the pleafure which 
is the end of tragedy, and then relieving 
him at laft, by preventbn, at the very use- 
ment of execution." And this has been 
almoft invariably the pradice of Meta- 
fiafio. 

The excellent Interpreter and commenta- 
tor of Ariftotle, juft quoted, has cited a paf« 
fage from Roufleau, againft the excefi of 
ttagkd ierrorifm^ which feems perfedly in 
unifon with Metaftafio's opinion* on the fub- 
jed. In concluding his Nouvelle Eloi/e^ the 
citizen of Geneva fays : " I am unable to 
conceive what pleafure the authors of many 
of our tragedies can cake, in imagining cha- 
raders fb full of wickedne& and horror,, and 
putting tbemjdves in the place of tbofe tbey 
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reprefent, making them aft and Ipeak ludi 
things, as it is impoilible to fee or hear 
without fhuddering/* 

With refpe£t to the ufual pradtice of ter* 
minathig operas happily^ it may afford fomc 
giatification to the curiofity of thole who 
intereft themfelves in fuch exhibitions, to 
trace it from the iirft dramas of modem 
times, that were recited in mufic, 

Rbtuccmij author of Eurydice^ ih^^ firft 
regular opera, treated the well-known flory 
of Orphetis differently from Virgil, in order 
to terminate his piece happily. In this drama, 
Orpheus obtains Eurydice from the ihade^ 

' by the power of fong, unconditionally: in- 
deed, the author apologizes to his patronefi., 
Mary of Medicis, in celebration of whofc 
nuptials with Henry IV of France, in 1600, 
it was written, for having dared to alter th^ 
termination of the fable of Orpheus ; jufti- 

. fying himfelf by its being a time of jubila- 
tion ; and adding, that it was the praftice of 
the Greek poets in other fables : Sophocles, 
in his Ajax, had deviated from Homer in a 
fimilar manner. Rinuccini,' eight years 
after, wrote a fecond opera, Arianna, 
. which he calls a tragedy, though this like- 

' wife terminates happily, by comforting the 

unfortunate 
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«mfortunate princefs, who had beta abim« 

Aoacd by Theieus* with a celeftial fpoufe, 
* in the char^j^er of " Bacchus, ever fiur and 
young," 

Thefe two firft cnufical dramas, perhaps, 
ferved as models for fubi^queat exhibitions 
of the fame kiad : for in examining a com- 
plete collection of ^1 the opetas that have 
gver been performed at Vpnice> from 1637 
to the prefent tkne, Medea*8 muirdeiing 
knife" fecms never to have been ufed ; and 
jkhe Protagoniftes, contrary to the precept of 
.Ariflotle, generally proceeds from ifoJ to 
good, and not from bod to "vrorie^ w 6xa[k 
Jiappinefs to mifery (r). 

Not one of Apoftolo Zepio's numerous 
operas^ has an ujohappy cataflrophe ; and 
out of twenty-fix dramas of Metaftafio, 
tmiy three, Duio^ Caia, and Atilim Regulus^ 
-terminate in a diiaftrous manner. When 
Cato was f^tA performed at Rome^ in 1728, 
and killed himfclf iu the tliird act, the piece 

(r) Indeed tbe modern Pyramm and nifte, died lifee 
two fwans^ in an opera of diattiaine, in 1774 ; they were 

half an hour in the tuneful agonies of death : and the per- 
formers Rauzint and the SMndUrin^ beinp^ refufcitated 
-by an tnarey ddiigliitcd jtlkc snid^efice whh fh^ om deatkr 

w?s 
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Was ill-received ; and the next day, an ad>f 

vertifement was found on the ftatue of 
Pafquin, ^' inviting the company of death 
to the funeral of Cato, who lies extinSl iii 
the Theatre delle Dame.* ' 

It has been faid that the emperor Charles 
VI, having an utter avcrfion to terrific ter- 
minations of the dramas that were perform- 
ed at his court, and wifliing to fend the 
audience home in good humour from tho 
theatre, Stampiglia, the imperial laureate 
and his fucceiloirs, Apoftolo Zeno> and Me-^ 
taftafio, to gratify the tafte of their patron, 
reveried the Ariftotelian canon« and changed* 
the fortune of their heroes from bad to good. 
But this feeitis to have been the general 
practice of much rxiore ancient lyric poets 
than thefe. In all Metaftaiio's beft dramas, 
which termiimte with the happineis of th& 
principal characters, there are' previous icehes 
of infinite .diilrels and pathos, ariiuig from , 
events and fituations of fu£fering virtue. 
To iee a magnanimous and virtuous charac- 
ter, after great trials and fiifferings, by which 
he has gaioed our aifection, pais from mi- 
fery to a flate of happinefs, is more inftruc- 
tive, as well as more grateful, to the humaa 
heart, than the death of villaiiis, or of thofe 

who^ 
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whoy like Oedipus, fuffer every ipecies of 

woe for inevitable crimes, committed through 
^orance. It is rather danger than terror^ 
which awakens our pity in the tragedies of 
Metaftafio. 

The cavalier Planelli one of the beft 
Italian writers on the melodrama, or opera, 
lays : that " the diminiihing the horrors of 
tragedy, whatever Mifantbrapes may iay, is 
a certain proof of the progrefs which urba- 
nity, clemency, and benevolence, have made 
in modern times* The ancient Greeks, de- 
fended from the barbarous and ferocious 
nations which firft inhabited that country^ 
retained, in their moft civilized cities, a 
taile for terrific and ianguinary exhibitions^ 
The tragedies which remain of the three 
great models, all breathe that national ipirit. 
The characters, indeed, in thele dramas, are 
magnanimous and grand ; but, at the fame 
time, impetuous and inhuman. To move a 
people, accu^omed to horror, it was the 
bufinefs of tragedy to adopt fables, full of 
the moA atrocious and diiaftrous events, or 
little attention or fucceis could be expected 
from their reprefentation. But modern tra- 

(i) DeW Opera in Mufica TrattaU* Napoli. 1772* 
Svo. 
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gedy, cultivated by a people maii7"*ages ci- 
vilized, friends to commerce, hofpitable to 
Grangers, and profeffing a religion which 
inipires charity, mildneis, peace, compafliob, 

.and beneficence, if it did not dinainifh atro- 
city, would dUguft, beyond the power of 
poetry and mufic to fupprefs/* 

Metaftafio certainly meant this EfirM0 
and commentary as an apology for deviating 
from the Stagirite in his own practice^ 
though he had not the courage to publiih ih 
But in writing for modem mufic, he fiireljr 

. had powerful reafons for extending the fub* 
jects of his dramas beyond mere terror and 
compaffion, to which Ariftotle, and his im- 
plicit followers, think all tragedy fhould be 
confined. Our poet has, indeed, fuccefi^ 
fully violated this canon of the ancient dra- 
matic legiilator, by exciting an intereft in 
the foflferings and rewards of every public 
and ibcial virtue ; fubjects more ^appropriated 
to mufical expreffion, than the terrors ex- 
cited by atrocious crimes and dire calamities. 
This is ftill adhering to another alTertion of 
Ariftotle ; that the chief end of tragedy is 
to purge the pajfions* The mental cathartics, 
indeed of the modern lyric bard are not 
.violent, but rather lenient and anodyne, than 

.3 cauftics 



caufUcs or ftimulants. The . ridicule fre« 
quently thrown upon finging in pain, dif^' 
treis^ and miiery, by perions ignorant that 
ancient tragedies, with all their terrors, 
were couftautlj fungi was a fufficienr um^ 
tive to Metaftafio to try to enlighten the 
public, by his reaiarks od partictilar doc*? 
triues of Ariftotle. Indeed, thofe who ei- 
ther hear or perufe the dramas of Metafta^ 
(io, with a determmation to allow him no 
merit, but that to which hd is intitled by 
his implicit obedience to the decrees of Ari- 
ftotle and of French critics, or die iervite 
imitation of the ancient Greek poets^ rob 
him of much juft praiie, and themfehres of 
plealure, in not giving way to their .own 
reafon and feeling, inftead of judging by 
Itoe and rule* The delight which he has 
excited on the flage, with the affiftance of 
muficy and in the clolet, with that oi xok^ 
biaffed tallc and fenfibility, feems juftly ta 
intitle him to more praife as an mgmai wri- 
ter, than could be due to him for mere claf- 
fical larceny or imitation* Whstt but obli^ 
vion, did his learned preceptor Craviiia ac- 
quire by hi$ tragedies, written exactly m 
the Greek modelj Our countryman^ Mr^ 
Malbn's tragedies^! that plan, wiU ever be 

admired 
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adoiired, in peruial, for the exquifite beauty 
of^ the poetry ; but it is yet a doubt, whether 
they will ever have due juftice done them on 
the ftage, for which, indeed, he never in- 
tended them, nor did he expedt they could 
lucceed in reprefentation, as originally writ- 
tejii. 

It has been laid, that Mr. Gray ufcd 
to difpute the merit of Metaftafio ; and 
would not allow his dramas to be legiti- 
mate tragedies, or any thing more than 
mere Iketches, or outlines of tragedy, com- 
pared with the expanded dramas of his 
favourites, Racine and Voltaire. His friend, 
Mr.. Mafbn, has lately been more liberal, in 
acknowledging the merit of the Italian lyric 
poet, in a note (p. lo'a) of his ingenious 
E^ays on Eng/iji Church Mufic. How 
great a dramatic writer (fays he) would 
Metailafio have been, if not compelled, in 
iubferviency to his muiical compofers, to 
iurniih them only with Libretti I It muft» 
however, be allowed, that his lyrical dramas, 
as originally written, in reipe£t to theatiical 
contrivance, and judicious developement of 
the ilory, infinitely excel the generality 
of our modern tragedies." 

VOL, III. c c But 



But bqfidc^.tlie merit allowed him by Mr. 
l^^fon, , beauty of M^taftafio's fentiment^ 
aad pojstr^, .bave been tl\c admir^tiou of alt 
Europe,, for more than fifty years," 

MiDdosjK^ ipuik is, perhaps, too florid for 
narrative poetry. The airs certainly impede 
the buQo^ of the .dr^m^y ^nd uiiirp aa at-» 
tention, of another kind. It is doiabtlcfs true,, 
(bat ii^ ifi^c had boen out of the <{aej(tion^ 
Mejfift^iiq'^ dramiis . mi^ht have been eafily 
iMn expanded^ and rendered fitter for de- 
fixation, and, perhaps> pcrufal* But one of 
fhe greatcft 4i^¥lti^iSr \yhlch Metaftaiio had 
to eiicou»ter, ^(ji ^f tji^ va^ic^iaifhiag of 
which, he has been the moift admired by thoie 
wj;xo have iludied .the mimical drama., was- 
the compieinng tne fables he cbofe,* intQ fa 

j^x^Ua co/ppaiv.y^^.i'^R^^fii^S his plots 
plear, his principal charafters uro'ngly jhark- 
^4 ^i^d coui[i^i^njt, ^nd his fentiments tender^ 
jifrvous, or pbilQ^GpIlip^^.,as occaiioi\re(juired. 
.^:H ftI^fij#?'fio,:^w w;:iting for iiiufic,. had 
i53tpa^dj?d <4f:i^tiiipeut in fuch long fpeeches^ 
1^ ihofe of fwhi;K ,Mc.r''(^ left us ex* 
ampics^ . in th^ FraginQjat" p£ his ^^rippin^^ 
his dramas might ha^yo been caUed Jine tra^ 
^^AicS'p but woul^ i^ever have fucceeded as . 
operas^ in which ientiment is expanded' by 

vacai 
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n)dcal expreffiotiy m-ifmg frbm fituation, more 
than by *uerbal arliculation (/). 

Regarded as pieces for declamatm^\ the 
charaders aiid fentiments are not fufficiently 
expanded ; but, as muffed drOfkas^ they are in 
all relpefls the moft perfedk that have evei: 
. been produced. 

(r) Giulio Strozztf one of the early lyric poets of 
Venic«> in his Della^ aa opera performed in that city, ♦ 
16399 entirely in recitatiVe, ten years before any thing 
like an air was attempted ; after faying, iii an adtrer-> 
tifement at tlie end of the Libretto, that he had cut out 
xnore than 300 verfes in the reprefentation of his Of^ra, 
that he ibi^t not abtiiSs the patieilce of the iudiehcfe, 
adds, that " it Is <he. duty of a poet to rellnqulfh his 
fimrijlns and divifions (fue Got^heJ which are his digref- . 
fions and epifodes, to noake rod^i ibr the divilions (paf^ 
faggij of the lingers." No time^ is kept in recitative ; 
fo that the finger was allowed to dilate and emhellifh 
fentiiuent, ad libitum*. A poet was then more at the 
. imei^cy of the fingeir, than of the compofer ; and when 
j^oca(lp6wers are gr^eat, and (is of^en happens) out-run 
J)ropriety and difcretion, the performer will not wait for 
moments of paiTion to difplay his tade^ execution, and 
lBX^relfion»hut win riot in JUrid fong^ whenever a.li<|uid 
iyllihle 6t open rOwel fhall Occur. Matched has re-> 
"Vivcd this primitive cuftom o{ gracing recitative^ not 
fhore to the fatisfa6lion of the poet> or favourable, to 
the .bu0ners of the dramay. perhaps, than kng introdue^ 
tory fymphonieSf or aric di Bravura^ of which the admirers 
of fimplicity In the narrative mafic of the drama, fo 
'•iMeh-coQiplain* 

CCA. ** 
• • • ' 
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In every work regard the writer's end^ 
Since none can compafs more than they intend." 

Mr. Gray's feverity of declfion concerning 
the merit of RoufTeau's Nouvelle Eloife^ is 
little lefs furprirnig than his blindnefs to the 
merit of Metaftafio. Among all the citizen 
of Geneva's faults and fingularities, injipidify 
and want of interell, we believe, has never 
been laid to his charge, by any other wri- 
ter. 

The reft of the chapters of Rletaftafio's 
Abjlra6l^ which, in all, amount to twenty- 
nine, are replete with learning, ingenuity, 
good tafte, and, above all, with good fenfe ; 
which, according to Horace, is the firft qua- 
lification of every WTiter : 

Scribtndi rale^ fapere ej} et prlnc'iptum et fans. 

A. P. V. 309, 

It was intended to have concluded thefc 
Memoirs, with a tranflation of the whole 
F.jlraito^ not only as a fpecimen of our au- 
thor's ft) Ic in profc^ but abilities in criticifm ; 
but the great number of his letters which 
ha\'e been iiiferted, will not allow fufficient 
fpace for a work of fo confiderable a length, 
in the prcfcnt publication. And as for the 

additioaaj 
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additional three volumes of hk inedited, 

works, mentioned in the Preface, and of 
which I was extremely ambitious of being 
the firft to give a detailed account to the 
Engliih admirers of Metaftafiq; after em- 
ploying every probable means which my ea-. 
gerne& to be in poifeffion of them, previous 
to the pubUcation of thefe Memoirs could 
fuggeft, I havc^ at length, had the mortifica« 
tion to hear from Vienna, that the printing 
the work which Mademoifelle Martines had 
reaibn to expe6t would be ready for publica- 
tion in April laft, has been impeded by the 
death of the Italian printer, AHerti. And 
now the fame Vienna correfpondent writes 
word, that on the 23d of laft month (De- 
cember) tQ^ his further enquiries, he had only 
received fo): anfwer» that ^* the work would 
be publilhed early in the next month ; the 
£ime anfwer which had been given for (even 
months paft." So that, for the prefent, I 
muft content myfelf with giving my readers 
the opinion of an excellent Italian critic on 
the molt interefting article among thefe poft- 
humous pieces, which he has feen in manu- 
fcript. 

" Befides the Aijlra^ of the Poetics of 
Ariftotlcy another precious monument exiits 

c c 3 of 
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'of Metafi^fiO'S profound ftudy of the Greek 
dramsitic i?rritcrs. A manufcript is in thiq 
poflfeHiqii of his executors, lupericribed witl^ 
his own hand ; Efam di tutte le Tragedie e, 

.Qmmjik Grecbt^ier Jo^ji:orJk deila m^, mma^ 
rM^ e non per pubblicarji. Ry the friendly 

.kipdaefs pf le^rne4 cQMnfqIior J\flartine2&, 

\ ha^vc b9qn indiilgcfl v^itjluhe j^eri^fal of this 

.MS. in 5f/hich ttiie^ rfi;pafl^; aff extended tq 

jwc fee rc^|i)ns:iafligi;ipd ftjr j^pppcD^t 4efe^, 
,^hicb the pradlicQ.pf thg tia[^es..re^(^yed ne^ 
.peffaryj and here we have a naolt exaft pa- 
irailel of the wli^)k pieces and thpir <;oiiftitu- 
,ent;, parts,' drstwn up withrtjae ipoft captivat- 
ing clearixefs/ aiid fagacity» 4-5^4 
may perccjive, that jit was not from the writ- 
ings of C4ldei;on (as has beeii.carekl^l:^ and 
crrqneoully afierted) but from the Greek 
poets, that he leained ^e art oi: weaving 
his plots, and the e;>q\iilite reflexions, max- 
ims, and political principles,, with which 
his dialogvies ai'c embcllifhpd, and whicji, to 
common judges, feem fcattered at Faadoca ; 
but which were drawn from the purqft and 
deepeft iprings, and with a moft mafterly 

, pecononay. 
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ccconomy, always. ^f^pcofii&tcd-^to .d^S^f^r^nt 
diaatts^* agto^ Iaw% ^uiidi cuitoiM<((»X.! r 

i : t ■ .J <!.".» 1 ; ^ .• ) >,) v'.i 

^' TO THE SHADE OF M£f AStASlO. 

Nor bombie ^tos; iior hcin^t glf^fSiAkm I 

No view« fimller ttWM>i<»^^^ ' 

Ttiat adulation minifters thy prseiffr:^ 

Thy worth and virtues precfous t© mankiitd. 

Have long i^ith v«b^<^ M^dhi jr tii^hd^' ^ 

Thy ientem aitfdl-flftfti^tc^ ^ fsitiifkl • 
And, while they flatter, purify th« heirt* * 
The furious pafHons are at thy controui, ' ' * • 
Aod each emotion of the human foul. 
Loft muftthat mortal be^ who hears in vain 
Thy moral leffon, or thy pious llraia ! 
To Love thy pen could dignity impart^ 
Devoid of vice and each infidioas art ; 
Nor haft thou ever deignM his caufe to plead, 
Unlefs when worth and honour claim'd the raced. 

The friend of virtue in a gay difguife. 
Which captivates alike the weak and wife i 
The diflblute and lawlcfs patient hear 
Thy tajle qi vfoc, and drop a pitying jLear. 

(ff) Offervauoni fipra Metajlafio d^lTAbaU Bertpla* 
Pa^aiio, 1784* 8vo.« 
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The font of Epictinis learn to fee!. 

The wounds of fuflPring «onh« and milk to heal; 

fr. frf i ftKly hy* 4fft hctfts diltflB 

ilt DoUe deedly and fiun would imitite. 

Benignant pow'r ! humanity to charm^ 
And all its Tile propenfities difarm; 

Not bj ktiik vakM, which ne'er coofinoe ihe 
mind. 

Nor pious cant, of more 'va£pid kind : 
More £mtu thy moial ioii^ in Tirtnc's pnifen 
Than (potjkkg fifena cofdd to pleafbie xaife ; 
' Nor for the ftage, wat Tiitiie ever dreftt 
In fuch a pleaflng, fuch alluring veil. 

Long may thj precepts regulate the hearty ^ 
And joj icaraphic to mankind in^ait ! 
Long may thy dulcet meafnresMiific guide^ 
And taile and feeling orer artpreiide ! 
Whi)e ioteUedual xadaance beams aroond. 
And to the heart points each ixnpalEonM fou^ ! 



• • • 
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FTER the preceding fheets were print- 
ed, and the pre& was clofed, 1 accidentally 
heard, that previous to the publication of 
the I'hree fTcJumes of Mftajlajids .Pofl^uoms 
Works^ .at. Vienna, an itinerant German 
Colporteur^ or book pedlar, hearing of the 
iolicitude with which thefc books had be£a 
ibught by the Englifh, in that city, during 
many months, contrived to get the ilart of 
the trade by procuring, by fbme unknown 
means, the poffeilion of feven or eight copies 
of each impreflion of the work, with which 
he arrived in England a fortnight ago ; daring 
which time he had been hawking ineftU 

mabk little tele of Metaftafian goods, with* 

out 
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put fuccefs ; owing to the price he fet upon 
it being fo enormous, that no importer of 
foreign books would venture to deal with 
him; nor -would lie •part with ^fingleisX^ 
pti any lerm^f However, by the favour of 
a perfon in whofe hands they were left for a 
,day or two^ I obtained a light of them for 
juft three hours ; daring which Ihort period, 
I made the following hafty remarks, withi 
which I prefent my readers, as addenda to 
jhc Memoirs of this Poet- s Life and Writings. 

The fir ft volume contains his Obfervations 
on the Greek Dramatifts, to which tljere isi^no 
other preface pr iatrodudion,- thanr the fd- 
lowing: • " ' * ^ • ' 

ifota di dcuni ojferuazioni da me fatte fopra 
'iutte te ^rage^^ i' Commedie'&rethe cbe cirir 
'ytifi^r^ "Mi* 

ntites of fome obfervatlons' which I hafe 
'iftadeon all the Grce|c .Tragedic$'and Come? 
qdies that are come-down to usj to affift my 
^memory." * : . : 

^ ' He begins with the Tragedies of JE^cntr 
' tus ; fevcnr of which only haVc * becx^ prt- 
' fervcd, out of niuety-feven wliich he is laid 
rib^liave writtteh. • Mctaftafio-s analyfis ef 

Prometheus cbained^ the- fiffl of yEfehylus s 
'gramas, was 'the diJy ime of thefe ^ftwfrt 
:'. ^rticle§ 



Digitized by 



articles which .1 had time to read.^ 
he fay$ : ' . , . 

*f It is difficult to ch^a&erize this drama, 
jt is {o extravagiant and fantaftical. Thp 
^eoe is a ifi^rriit/ mi. Force and . Vkleha;^ 
j)erfonifie;d, order Vulcan, in the name of Ju- 
piter, tp chain Frptnetheus to .this rock, for 
havii)g tQO much favoured humau kipfi^ 
yulcian execute^, the command,, though with 
^uch rel^dtance ; and not pnly binds every 
part of the culprit's^ faoc^ to the rock: wiA 
icon chains, hut; failens his brea£t to it. with 
adamantine pails. Prcimetheiis, after itHis^ 
jiS left alojfte to curie the tyranny of Jupitej. 
In tlie mean time, the daughters of Thetis 
arrive on the wings of the winds, to form 
*the chorus. Thcy'tteH him, that thfey hi^d 
heard thq. Arpkes, of th^ hammer in their 
grotto' at the bottom of the fea, and were 
come to cpnfble him, and to learn the pqca^ 
fion of his difgrace. Prometheus, in thq 
jireadful Aaite. in which they found h^m, re- 
lates in a circumfcantial manner, the bene- 
nts which he had conferred oa mankind, 
paying, that Jupiter^ the uiurper of Saturn's 
"kihgdoxn, was a tyrant, and would be di^- 
thrgn^d by anothei:, whom he (Prometheus) 
knew,' but whofe name hd would hbt'reveal. 
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The chorus couniels him t6 iubiniilion ; but 
he rcfufcs to comply. At length Oceanus 
arrives on a wmged monfter, neither de» 
Scribed nor named, on a vifit to the fuf* 
fercr: pities him, and offers his intcrpofitioa : 
it is rejected, and after a long debate, he 
departs to the found of Triton's trumpet. 
The chorus weeps, and advifes him to be 
calm and fubmiflive ; but all in vain. They 
are interrupted by the arrival of a furious 
cow ; that is, by the daughter of the river 
Ihachus. Froinetheus, in fpite of the nails 
in his bread, manifeib much curioiity to 
know the hiftory of this cow. She, with 
great eloquence, fatisfies him; and he, in 
correfpondent terms, tells her her fortune. 
A fit of madneis agitates the cow, and ihe 
quits the flage. Prometheus, ftill obftinate, 
toiitinues his imprecations. Mercury enters^ 
and by command of Jove, orders him to de- 
clare who it is that will dethrone him, on 
pain of a violent encreafe of his torments. 
Prometheus laughs at his threats; infults Ju» 
piter and his meffenger, when the heavens 
grow dark, and a furious ftorm of wind« 
^thunder, and lightning, enfues. Prome- 
theus cries out, invoking Themis (or Juftice) 
to terminate the tragedy. 
** Father Brumoy will not abfolutely 

aUoWy 
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alIol¥, that Id appears in the form of a 
cow ; but the author, at verfe 590, calls her 
Bi&ffw, buMis pradita cornibus : and at verfe 
675, €ormUa\ and< the fcholiaft cxr 

plains I1K tic jtAfTocPAn^fitf^f. 

There being only a iingle charafier 

chained to a rock, who receives a few vifits, 
it would have been difficult not to preferv^ 
the unity of place. But Pere Brumoy thinks 
u£ichylus wonderful in having invented this 
unity." 

Being, at length, in pofleffion of a copy of 

this pofthumous publication, over which 
power is unlimited, I ihall extend my ex- 
trads of the poet's remarks on the Greek dra-* 
znatjfts, and give a ihort account of the reft 
of the contents of theie volumes. 

" Tbe ffven chiefs againft ' TMes. This 
tragedy can hardly be c<^Ued ^ drfima, con- 
lifting only of extreme long choral odes,- and 
a fliort narrative. .The ftyie is extremely 
lyrical ; full of metaphor and imagery, par- 
ticularly in the chorufes. The fable finilh^s 
at the 823d verfe, with the death of the two 
bpftile brothers. The reft of the play con- 
fifts of weeping and wailing, and a decree of 
the people concerning the funeral rites of 
the flain, granted to Eteocles, and denied to 
PqlyniceSt Antigone wiihos to bury the 

to 

latter ; 
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iatter i but k bppofed by. the hitrHA^^nd the 

' tragedy cnA^; without the audience knowing 
h6W it wiU bt dtttrpamtA.' S» tbat ik6 
unity of aftlon is violated, and the fable left 
unfiniihed. There is a icene .between £teo^ 
cles and the chorus, agaiuii; the importunitj 
«f fearfol wameA, ithich k long, uftlels^ and 

» « 

comic. . • • I 

** Tie Terpans. It is difficult to fay what 
is the real f^bje^ of thi9 tragedy. The 
repetition of the narrative of the defeat of 
the Periians at the b^ttk -of ^amisy ;uid the 
perpetual lamentations of the chorus of . aged 
Satraps, compdfi^ the whbfe dratiift.- Atd&^ 
the mother of Xei xes, by a kind of magical 
iiK^aritatieii^ evokes the ^de of Daritis fael^ 
hufband, to gitve her counfel aiid i>ews of her 
fea^ Xerx^« > l^e ghoft kadws nothkig of 

what <has happened, and has ill to learxii .J3ut 

afterwards cells ber^ tbsit Xel*j[es li^a^- iff^ 

adviied to . contend with -Gi^ecek And ere 

he difappears, gives the i^bWing'advfeaT'fii 

* the old men* - • • .'V'Jc^«'^ ' • • 

• » \ 

• tla* •••• • > > 

'nr » f * 

< My ancieiit'frtends, fai^wel t afrf ^mida thcfe iSSf * 

• ■ Each day in pleafure bathe your drooping fpiiit% 

M For tttolurat xichf8«««ta. «ail>th©^^ . .• 
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Atofla hearii^ of tlie grdat ilaughtetisf 
the Perf^ASy aad the ihaoaeful flight of her 

» • • • r 

* Unhappy foFtune, what a tide of Ills 

* Burfts o'er me ! Chief this foul 4ifgrace, which ihews 

* • My foir idirefted of his rich attirf^ 

* His royal robes all rent) Rrtds my duwghts* . 

* But I will go, chufc the moft gofjgeous veft, 
' And hafte tp meet iny Ton/ 

FotTEH. 

. i 

*^ At lengthy Xerxes appears with a lift of 
Jth^ fliin ; esdiorts tfie^dherus to tear b» faair^ 
beat his breaft» rend his garmeuts^ and Join 
with fcim in loud lamentations. And with 
thiis' alternate fymphony, the tragedy enc^ ; 

• ■'J^amemmn. This is unanimoufly al» 
kfwed by the literary world, to be the iMft 
difficult and obfcure of the tragedies of 
^Kcfayks, abduibditig with ^iftqrtsdrnd 
daring metaphors, with figures and ideas that 
oii9y^*c*iipi^ -t^'-'Ay^t^^ poetry:- "^Ti^ #>t .4 

the aflaffination of Agamemnon, by CIytem?> 
ikefti«k: «!^d\^giiMs;*'' 3^' perfita^*da Aga^- 
tnemnon is littleie0U ; i^e^ly appeals ooct^ 

un idea of hts^ehafjaSaf/ Thatoithei^^lt^ 

^rfidious, and cruel C\ytcViiiiiftra, is^^JardH; 

Ikavm; The clvx^^ift-^ft^^ obicms, 
.li^Ki.i X ani 
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ttd lyrical: the enthufiafticr predidUoos of 
Caflandra are of the fame kiild. The tragedy- 
begins with a watchman, or fentmel, who 
ipcaks from the top of the royal palace. 
Clytcmneftra having placed him there to 
dilcover when a lighted flambeau was to be 
feen, which woxdd difcovcr the ruin of Troy* 
And this was to be communicated by per- 
fous placed at equal diftances from mount 
Ida and Argos. The flambeau is feen, and 
foon after a meffenger arrives, as fwift as 
lightning, with the news of the ukiag of 
Troy. 

^ In this, as well as in other Greek tra* 
gedies, at the opening of a door in the fcene, 
the dead body of the perfon (lain is di&OYered, 
and ofteji of many perfons, not very ealy to 
comprehend* In like manner, die words and 
cries of perfons are he^ird hi the ftreet or 
fquare, who are killed in the interior palace. 
In this tragedy, the murderers remain, uu- 
puniihed. 

Ths^ CAo^Jb^i^f or Bearers c/M^atkm. 
The fubjea of this tragedy is the feme as 
tint to which Sophoctes and Euripides havc 
given the. title of Eledra. iEfchylus flyto 
thofe damfeb CAw?/^^^ who were ia th© 
fcrvice of. Clyxemnete. but. partial m 
t £leara» 
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j^le£tra^ and who follow her with the liba« 
tions to be. made to the tomb of Agamem- 
non. The ftyle, as ufual,^is tumid and figu- 
rative to excefs ; but the condud, in general^ 
limple and natural. 

In all the tht^e Eledfaas^ prohability 
feems wanting for. thp fi^:ce& of OreftesV 
anterprife ; but in this, more than in the 
others. Oreftes, alone, unknown in the 
royal palace of. his enemy, kills his mother, 
and the tyrant, without a iingle guard* 
domefticj or any one crying out or oppoluig 
him* The fcjcne in which Oreftes bar- 
baroufly obliges his mother to enter the 
palace for him to murder her on the dead 
body of -^gifthus, is fuch an atrocious a6t of 
inhumanity, that Pere Brumoy himfelf, who 
ufed to be tranlported with every thing con- 
cerning the golden age of Athens, is obliged 
to confefs this tranfadion to be infupportf 
able. 

ClytemneAra, at verf^ 893, in order to 
mov6 her ion to compaffion, that he might 
not kill her, opens her breaft, and reminds 
him of the milk which he had fucked from 
it. And a little before, vecfe 754, the mtrife 
of Oreftes, having thought him dead, weeps 
over him, and reminds him of the fatigue 
VOL. III. D D • which 
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wUeh fl^ had hid ki brkigitig hiiti xip; not ' 
forgetting to mention the incoaveaienc« 
which he had {)\it her to^ dimng his little 
natural wants. . 

To enjoy thefe beautki^ we fliodki be 
elwtbled to tranfport ouriclv^s to thofe vene- 
rid>Ie age§, whe«i things were acknired, 
9S prolane mo<krns are uoiable ta compre«i» 
' bend* 

The Buminid$s^ or Furiu* The afiaoo 

of this drattia is the trial or abfolution of 
Oreftes. It begins in the temple ^of Apolh> 
at Delphos. At the opening, the old Fythia 
^ appears, wbd-xnakes 4 long inVocatioit to aU 
the prelaging divinities, and retires to place 
heriUf on the tripod; but b feea fio mmr 
throughout the tragedy, nor is it known, why 
fhe appeared^ nor why ihe did not retimi* 

" At V. 93, Oreftes, conduded by Mer-; 
ctiry, qnits the temple trf* Delphos, to go t^' 
that of Minerva at Athens. 

** At V. 117, the Furies in a deep deep in^ 
the temple of Delphos, anfweF, while they > 
are fnoring, the fliade of Clytemneftra, v\ ho 
wiihes to wake them, that they luay purfoe 
Oreftes; and the ghoft fays : What ! do you 
fnore I So eager is the author jthat the dudi^ 
ence.fhould know and admire hieinventioi^- 

3 ' ** 



Digitized by Google 



( 403 ) 



At V. 235, Oreftcs appears in the tem--' 
{4e of Minerva at Athens : and the Furies, 
after a few verfes, join him. A mauifeft and 
coQiUeral:^ breach of the Unity of place* 
For rf this is not a change of fcene, what is 
it? And vet Ariftotle does not reient the 
facrilege* . It is well for ^fchylus, tliat he 
was bom Co many ages befofie M. d' AubigntCi 
who, I. know not how» has difiembled this 
enormity of the father of tragedy, or let it 
eicape his obiervation* 

" At V. 663, Apollo fays, tli^t the fon 
owes not his corporsd ^xiAmce to his 
mother. 

She but the nutrient Toil 

That giyes the ftrangorlgrowch. 
Pmnat autm iUe^ qui ifffiei «• 

** This is one of thofe Grecian fimplicities 
which modern palates cannot tafte. 

JSuppJicanis. The condud of this 
fable has all the iimplicjty To much admired 

* Euripides fuiiains the iame do^rine in Oreftes : 

My litfher was ihe audior of my being : 

Thy daughter brought me forth : he gave me li^, 

Which (he but fofter'd : to the higher caufe 

An hif^revGreiipe then I deemied was due. 

Potter. 

^ . D JO a by 
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by the fcvcre connoiflTeurs of Grecian theatrrl- 
cal perfe£tion* The fifty daughters of Da* . 
iiaus, to avoid being wedded to their fifty 
coufins, the ions of iEgyptus, fly with their 
father, to demand an. afylum of Pclalgus, 
king of Argos, and obtain it« The paucity 
of events is lupplied by the extreme inactivity, 
apd prolixity, of the chorufes. The icene is 
n^ar the fea (hore, w^here the images of the 
gods are* placed^ who prcfide at the Athletic 
games, not far from the city of Argos. 

** From V. 466, the Danaides, in order to 
induce Pelafgus to afford the alylum whiqh 
he grants, carry on with him the following 
ingenious dialogue : 

Otvrus* (the daughters €f Danaus)^ 

Seeft thou thefe braided zones that bind our 
robes ? 

Pdojgus. Ornaments thefe that fuit your female {later 
Chs. Know then the honeft purpofe thefe ihall (enre^ 
Pebf, What would thy words intend V Explain thyfelf, 

Cha, If honour fliLili not guard this female train — • 
Felaf, How can thefe binding zones fecure your (afety? 
Gbo* Hanging new trophies on theie images. 
Pilaf Myfterious are thy words ; fpcak plainly to me. 
Cbo* • 1^0 tell thee plainly thcn> I mean ourfclve^i 

f OTTER* 

" The elegance of this little dialogue 
needs ho explanation, to thofe who by dilit 
of le^irning are bcconie At^enifltns. % 
, • . "At 
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. At the fight of a fliip, which Danaus 
conje^hires to be that which conducts the 
fifty foils of yEgyptus, he flies to the city to 
demand ailiftance againft his perfecutors; 
without its being known, why he leaves his 
daughters, who being young and a6Mve, might 
. have gone on this.bufuiefs much better than 
their aged father, and not have been expofed 
to the violence of their coufins. The father 
leaves them, and a fingle herald from their 
coofins comes to order them to embark with 
him. They refift. He offers to force them 
ou board $ and they, though fifty in number^ 
can only defend themfeh es by their fcreams. 
But help arrives. Danaus has already 
been at Argos, and found Pelafgus; told him 
their danger, the fbldiers are embodied, and 
have marched to the fea-fide in the time that 
a few lines have been uttered. 

** The herald being departed, king Pe» 
la^s invites Danaus and his daughters to 
come to Argos, afiigns them habitations in 
the city, and departs. Danaus, before they 
fet out, gives his daughters lome wholefome 
admonition. But the thino[ which he re- 
commends to them in the mod anxious and 
prolix mannef, is, that tbey do not dijhonour 
kirn in a Jirange l^nd-, that they afford no. 

D D 3 ofportunitj 
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Opportunity for Jeandal^ but remSiin modeft, 
though young women are much addiSed to 
love. 

Such an admonition in our times would 
be ufelefs aud injurious, fiippofing that rojal 
priiicefles arc incapable of failing in their 
duty ; but in the time of -^fch) lus, there 
were nofuch fuppofitions; and iimple nature"" 
was then rcprefcAted, which is the deUght of 
our literati/* 

After thus pointing out where the unities 
are violated, the plots imperfed, the perpe*» 
trators of hordd crimes unpuniihed, an4 
delicacy and propriety wounded, according 
to modern ideas ; Metaftaiio gives a Iketch 
of the life of -^fchylus, and apologizes, not 
only for his imperfediions, hut for being forced 
to point them out. ' 

iEichylus (fays he) was doubtlefs the 
Neither of tragedy. He firft put narratives 
into aSion, invented the fiage, tragic drefles 
and malks ; that all tiie theatrical won- 
der» in j(ubfequent times are derived from 
his fublime inventions. We therefore owe 
him infinite gratitude and refped^ and Ihould 
exadi them from others, if the envious im- 
pertinence of pedants, in order to depreciate 
their cotemporaries, did not Aupidly aud 

arrogantly 
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arrogantly exalt beyond meafure whatever 
was reprdienfible in him, which, however, 
ought to be refpedfuUy over-looked, iii gra-» 
^ thade for the incomparable merit of a iirft 
invention ; and if proud of their lameatable 
oMervations, thej did not ere A themfelves 
into legiflators of an art of which they are 
wholly ignorant, and in which they have, 
either had no experience, or when they hav^ 

- had the prefumption to attempt to acquire 
it, have become the pbje^s of public derifioa* 
Hence even refpeftable men have been 
forced to refled, and deckre to the world* 
how little is come down to us from our 
predeceflbrs that is valuable ; not with a view 
to dimini(h their fame, but merely to un- 
maflc the livid and falfe oracles of the foir 
dis&gured.Parnallbs. 

" The ftyle of iEfehyks is fublime, figu- 
rative^ and metaphorical to ^jcceis. Terror is 
always the obje6l which he propofes : his 
fcholiaft aifcrts, that in the reprefentation of 

' the Eumenides, many children died of fright, 
and many pregnant women mifcarried ! 

' Credai JuJaus Apella'^ . ' 

The remaining ieven tragedies of So- 
j»jy[ogLE3 ; the nineteen of EukjpidJuS ; and 

. . the 
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the eleven comedies of Aeistqphanes, ara 
analyzed in the iame con^ife and chani&eriftie 
manner as the dramas' of yS^fchylus. Many 
of his reflexions on the Greek dramatiils 
have been inierted in the AbArai^ of the 
Poetics of Ariftotipt Indeed more inftance$ 
ieem to h^ve beeix giyien by Metaftalio of the 
total infittentioa to any rule cpncerhing the - 
Umffe^ in Sophocles, EuripideSt and Arifto* 
phanes, than in ^fchylus ; or rather more 
proofs that no fuch rule exifted, wh^u thefe 
great fathers pf theatrical excellence flourifh- 
ed. For, when any on^ of the uxutieti has 
pfcaped viplation in their drjunas, it feems 
more to hav^ |>e^n by chance, than from any * 
£;$ed rule or principle : . as there is fcarce any 
pne of their comedies or tragedies wher^ 
they are entirely prelerved ; though ther^ 
are many which would have been much 
injured if (hey ha4 efcaped viol^tipn^ 

The extreme difference ip anpient aqd 
inpdern times, of i^^nners, morals, religiop^ 
and pven in the conilrudtion of theatres 
render^ clofe {uid feryile io^itaticm of (bp 
Greek dramatifts now inadmiffible ; though 
the bold, fublime, and noble fentiments, the 
heroic virtues and chara(^er§j| and the ex* 

quifit^ 
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«^uifite-beautie$-of the doftceptioms ^ndiniK 

rality iu the po.etry of the choral odes, muil 
idways excite the wofider and rapture of mm 
of {o\iu4 lear^iug and good tafte, iu all ages 
apd countries, where the compofitions of the 
aucieut Greeks are underAood in the origi-* 
pal, or their true fpirit is trao^fufed iato 
Qthct language^ by traoll^tiop. 

In the review of the Andromache tof 
£uRiFiD£s, Mqlaftafio has pointed out fuc)i 
inftauces^ ifi the language and kntimciits of 
that tragefly, as, if dofi^y unit^ted pir tnm* 
.flated, would be thought po^ri^, indi^corous, 
^d far from deceit in a modem drama* 

' The ftrange evei^ts and feenxingly abfurd 
iui4 impure language pf the heroic 9bara£im| 
would not be difficult fQi^ thp moderns to 
copy 4iid adopt ; .bu( the Sublime beauties of 
jthe poetry, fometlmes of tl^e ieiitimentSy 
will never be ms^e pommon by theft qr 
ppen imitation in modern times. 
' : So licentious, fcurrilqus, and npt only f^r 
caftic, but malignant a drpmat^ft as Aj^j^to- 
^HANEs, was not likely to bp treated with 
partiality by {o mpral, beneyolent, s|nd de- 
corous a writer, as Metaftafio; yet fo juft, 
f^iicrimiofitiYe, and 9a|idid ^re l^is reflexions 
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en the rcmuiu of thit roercUeik enemy of 
Sucr a te s and Euripides, that his greateft ad* 
mirers and imitators muA allow him te be 
treated with that temper and fairnefs, with 
which Ariftophanes never treated friends or 
foes, or even the gods themfelves. 

After indicating the defeds in the plan 
of his Plutus^ Metaftafio fays : that " not- 
. withstanding thefe cenfiires, the diabgoe of 
this piece is ib natural, full of grace, and the 
moft ^te and poignant wit, that it rnant* 
fefts the genius, and rich mine of ridicule 
with which he was poffefied. In the midft 
p( the mod indecent deformities with which 
th& comedy ^abounds, we fometimes meet 
with traits of the moft iblid morality; 
particularly in 'the defence which Ptmerty 
makes of herielf, which is worthy of Plato* 
He regards the Female Orators^ not like 
Pere Brumoy, as a fevere iatire on women^ 
but rather as a fatire on the inconfiancy and 
folly of the Athenian people, in perpetually 
reforming and changing their form of go* 
vemment ; adopting the viiions of -the moft 
extravagant projedors, provided they were 
fieuih% and therefore the author recommends 
that women ihouid be placed at the head of 

the- 
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^ ftate, as the ooly revolutionary pro- 
je6l left untried. So that this is not thfc 
moft indecent of bis pieces, as has beea 
generally imagined, though certainly the moll 
difguiling i as he has not Icrupled to intro-^ 
duce a magiftr^te cafing himfelf in. the ftreet; 
during which time he is extremely witty to 
the fpeftators, and gives them an ample dofe 
of Attic (alt^ and pfea&ntry. 

*«, Ariftophanes (lays Metaftafio) . was a 
poet of an extraordinary imaginatkm and 
eloquence; daring, impudent, malicious, and 
m eont^emner of all order, decency, humanity; 
probability, and almoll common fenfe, in his 
allegories and allnfions ; provided they gra- 
tified his fpite and fpleen. Plutarch, among 
the ancients, and Pere Brumoy, in modern • 
times, have declared this poet to be infuiferf- 
able among honeft and well educated men in 
miy civilised country. He delighted the Athe^ 
nian mob, by ridiculing every thing that was 
venerable, add whidi had long been thought 
' facred ; and his principal objeft was the 
deftni^lion of religion and moraUty, by bur*- 
lefquing the realoning of Socrates, as modera 
philofophers do the &cred writings and the 
doctrines of the moft pious and profound 
theologians/* 

Among 
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Among the fek5i Letters which occupy 
. the chief part of this publication, there are 
ieveral which were not inf^rted ia the five 
volumes of the Poet*s corpeipondetice in the 
Nice edition of lus works; but thefe are 
neither fo long, nor, feemingly, fo important, 
as many that have beea omitted* lu looking 
at the index of letters that appear in thefe 
additional volumes, 1 perceived one to the 
Emprefs Queen ; feveral to the Princefs di 
JBelmonte ; three to Goldoni i three or four 
to Calfabigi ; two to the celebrated chief of 
the Bologna fchool of iinging, Bernacchi; 
two to Diodati ; two to Captain Benincafa ; 
one to Father Boicovicb ; one to Mr. Hoole^ 
and one to Cahuiac, that are not in the Nice 
edition. 

Of three notes written in French^ by the 
Emprefs Queen, to the imperial laureat, two 
have already been inferted in thefe Memoirs^ 

Hie incdited poetry is very inconfiderable \ 
^nd the iketch of his life is obi^fly taken 
from Rezer's epitome. , 

His Will, made in' 1 765, and the Com* 
ciL, dated 1780, inferted at the end of the 
third volume, caught my attention ; and I 
was very glad to fiftd in them a clear and fa- 
tis&^ry refutation of the want of afieftion 

for 
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for his family, which has been uiijuilly laid 
to his chirge * ; and which, if true, would 
have confiderabiy dimiuiihed the excelleac6' 
of his moral chant Aer. 

It appears in his Te/iament^ made 1765, 
that he bequeaths to his brother Leopold. 
(whom he calls his amabiliffimfratillo) 500 
Roman crowns a year (tbe in'tereftof 30,000 
crowns) and the iame to his Mer Barbara* 
To Mademoifelle Bifarianna' Martinez, he 
leaves 12,000 florins^ with his harpfichord, 
clavichord, mufic-books, and book-^cafe ; and* 
appoints her refiduary legatee, in cafe* ihe 
forvived her brother Giufeppe. 

In the Codicil^ dated 1 780, bis irothir and 
Jijler heing dead^ he made a new and more 
confiderable difpofition of his effe£l& in fii* 
vour of the Martinez family, with whom 
he bad lived in uninterrupted friendlhip and 
afFeftion, upwards of fifty years; and to 
whole care and kindneis^ during a long 
feries of ill health, he afcribed his longe-* 
vity. 

Another draw-back from his fortitude 
and philofophy, which has been triumphantly 
made by thofe who, unfoundedly, accufed 



See Vol. I» gf diefe Mcmoi^» p. jia. 
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of an inviodbte repngnance to fpeak^ 
iig of oU age, wad cicath, is takem otf^ aoC 
0n}y by his frec^uentiy mentioning both in. 
hi&lettefSy with no mace horror liniiocliQr 

mortals ; but hj the following pailage in his 
ArwiU: 

EbiTing been afflided with a very pre- 
Aate of health dvring Arty yeafSn 
which often rendered life iuiufferabky it is 
MKf wifl^ aftnr 1117 deoeale, to have my body 
qpeoed bya ikilful inrgeon» in hopes that 
"tmm dUbovery wiii £e made, that may he 
of nie .to my Junrnms.** Envy itfelf ohiM 
fiiften no vke upon him ; and the fimkkt 
and h^rmtks that have been iaid to his 
charge, feem very cafy for candour to in* 
yabdatc. 
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